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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The structure is unaltered, except by neglect, from its original 
appearance. When the Sousley family moved into the house in 
1925 it had three rooms: two living-sleeping rooms and a 
leanto kitchen at the rear. The rude but sturdy cabin was 
built shortly before 1900 on a solid stone foundation. It was 
constructed on a forty-four acre tract of land. The cabin is 
clad with wide planks which were originally whitewashed. The 
vertical!ty of the boards is not typical of the Appalachian log 
cabin which usually had horizontal notched construction.

The structure is now used as a farm building for storing hay. 
In spite of its state of disrepair, it retains the original 
simplicity and utilitarian nature characteristic of vernacular 
architecture. Its tin roof is bent and the remaining siding 
is held in place by horizontal boards.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PFC Franklin Runyon Sousley, born and raised in Fleming County 
in the Appalachian foothills of Kentucky, was among four men who 
inadvertently participated in one of the chief American images of 
the Allied war effort during World War II. He was born in this 
rude cabin on September 19, 1925. No other building is more 
closely associated with the short life of Franklin Sousley than this 
cabin, his birthplace and early residence. Other houses in the 
area in which the family lived are either no longer existent or 
belong to other members of the family with whom they are 
associated locally. Although the birthplace may not adequately 
represent the achievements of prominent men in most areas of 
life, this cabin seems a fitting symbol of one who, from a modest 
and typical background, sprang into international fame almost 
fortuitously under the glaring spotlight of war. Sousley's personal 
heroism was made all the more poignant and striking by contrast 
to the ordinariness from which it arose.

Sousley was immortalized when Joe Rosenthal of the Associated 
Press photographed Sousley and several others raising the 
American flag at Mt. Suribachi during the capture of Iwo Jima in 
February, 1945. Iwo Jima was one of the more important battles 
in the Pacific Theatre because of the importance the Japanese had 
placed upon it as a base for their air fleet. After its capture it 
was used by American forces as a half-way house for American 
fighter planes to stage or land if damaged. It was also an 
important home base for the United States final assault on Japan.

The fighting on Iwo Jima was fierce; 6, 800 men were killed on this 
small island. Franklin R. Sousley was among these young men 
who lost their lives; he was only nineteen when in March, 1945 he 
died in the fighting around Kitano Point, north of Mt. Suribachi.

Sousley's home was Fleming County, Kentucky, a rural, semi- 
mountainous region in northeastern Kentucky. The small rude 
cabin was his childhood home as he lived there with his parents
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8. Significance (continued) Page 2

until he was six years old. His childhood was much like that of 
any rural farmboy. Sousley graduated from high school in 1943 
and then like many of his contemporaries he left his rural home 
for the industrial north. Sousley chose Dayton, Ohio where he 
stayed for one year before returning to Fleming County. This 
pattern of migration was, and still is, characteristic of the young 
people of eastern Kentucky. Since there are few job opportunities 
in eastern Kentucky, young people leave for the industrial cities of 
the north where jobs are plentiful. Better job opportunities and 
family ties are two major inducements for those young people who 
do return. Sousley then lived in Fleming County for a month or 
so before he joined the Marine Corps.

Although of unknown (but probably considerable) age and not altogether 
typical of vernacular construction in the area, this building if 
preserved would be an appropriate recognition of the value of 
modest, as well as pretentious architecture.


