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FORM MO. 

A-03 

Town Newton (Auburndale) 

Address 375 Auburn Street 

Historic Name Plummer Memorial Librarv 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw «ap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

see attached map 

Use: Present librarv 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1927 

Source Newton Graphic A/29/27 

Style Tudor Revival 

Architect Smith & Walker 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations {with dates) 

childrens' v;ing-1948 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreaae 18,926 sc.ft 

Setting southwestern edge of Auburndale 

v i l l a g e center 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE //EVVTOAI 

SCALE l-2£00n 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan Abele 

Organization Newton H i s t o r i c a l Comiri. 

Date 3''1987; rev. 3/1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
Auburndaie's Plummer Memorial Library possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, ":/Voricmansnip, leeima: and association. It is significant as one of five branch libraries 
constructed in Nê Â ton's village'centers between 192". and 1939 (see WN-j, 1925; NC-040,1927; 
W-0101.1929; NV-G, 19.36), reflecting the community's grov îng size and stature. It is also a wil 
designed emmple of the"!udor Revival stvle as apDlied fo the sinall branch library building 
typ' It thus meets criteria A C of the NRKP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIOIIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
The Plummer Memorial Libr.ary w s designed m the Tudor Revival st:>7le by the firm of Smiith & 
Walker m 1927, It is constructed of bricic laid up in English bond and is trimmed with 
hmestone. Designed on an L-plan, it rises 1 1/2 stories lo a slate gable roof with decorative 
haif-timDering in tiie gable ends. A chimney stack, rises along the north gabie end and a bay 
ViTindow lights the south end. The entr/ is located at the corner of the L in a proiectmg gabled 

replacement door and a one story children's wmg to the rear. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Plans to build a branch librarv in Auburndale vrere Pegun m the earlv 20s but the cornerstone 
tor the new touildmg was not laid until [uly 1927. Lancffor the building ',vas donated by the 
Plummer family and the cit7, which added the old fire station lot to the library site The sum oi 
$-i7,000 was raised by the community to construct the library, which was one of five built and 
donated to the citv, bet"'veen lA^-^dnA V^A- • ' 

The t'Uilding was designed bv Smith and Walker. Architects, of Boston, m comunction with E. C. 
Redstone ri" ;̂hildren s''room "̂•'•/a.s planned in 1925 but not aaaed until l^-^v. It "̂ v̂as designed by 
Edî ar T. P. Walker, one of the original architects. Copies of the original plans, along v,ath"bther ' 
historical data, were among the many items deposited m tiie cornerstcine. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Building Records 3^5 Auburn Street 
Report of the Nê /rton Free Library 1925 
N^wt^n Oraphic 5/29/2 7, 7/22/27 

8/85 
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151. Luke, Arthur F., jAiegeper y^'AvA6---^-^.^A^,.^^ A/y^^Aj 

^1 
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A t t e s t 

152. Newton Catholic High School ^'^C^Keeper /2yAAfy^Z^2l-o-<-^^_. D2-- (i=S^ 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
justification of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

AC COMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







A ' o/ Or̂  / 7 • 
29 2£1 

0 

Nev/ton Mul t ip l e Resource Amendment 
375 Auburn Street 

U SBL: 41-31-12 

- 1979 

Reduced 747o 


