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The Bradford House is located in Kingston, Massachusatts, a suburban town located on Kingston
Bay in Pymouth County, Massechusetts. The JonesRiver drains the town, with itsoutlet & the bay very
neer to the location of the Bradford House. Some of the town islow marsh aong theriver, rising to the
south and west to elevations of between 50 and 100 meters. Itsearliest and its denset settlement hes
dways been in this eestern waterfront areg, dong the river and dong MA Route 3A, the old road running
north and south through the eestern section of the county. The Old Colony Railroad cameto the town in
1845, and runs near the house to the south, while MA Route 3 was condiructed in 1955 to the eedt of the
house beyond theriver. The areaimmediately surrounding the houseis currently amix of waterfront
devdopment of longstanding and 20" century suburban lots and houses. To the eedt of the house, onthe
river, isancther early center-chimney house, and more recent service buildings. The entire tidal basin of
the Jones River hed earlier been deveoped for shipbuilding, but is now largely an open wetland. The
house was long identified as among the oldest in the town, believed to have been congructed in 1674 or
before 1687, but recently dendrochronology hes offered ingead the date of 1714. The housewas doubled
in d9ze later during the 18" century, creating the two-story center chimney house with rear leanto thet
urvives today; the documentary record suggeststhistook place inabout 1750. The housewes used esa
two-family house a the turn of the 20" century and was restored under the direction of George Frands
Dow in 1921.

The Bradford House Sts on arise above the JonesRiver, & the comer of Landing Road, which
formsits eastern boundary, and Maple Street, which formsits northern boundary. Its southern boundary
isthe right-of-way for the former Old Colony Railroad (currently the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority) and is marked by achain-link fence. The west Sde of the property ispartially screened by
scrub, next to aresidentid property with itsdriveway running along the boundary line. The property’'s
topography includes arise near the center of the lot, with asharp drop off to the esst, amore gradua one
to the north, and generaly higher land on the south and west Sdes. A gravel driveruns from the comer of
Landing and Maple, tracing an arc dong the eest and south bounds and following the earlier path of
Landing Road. The houseitself sitson the centrd rise, with agtoneretaining wall aong the eestern sde
of the house, separating it from the drivewhich mns dong a alower level. The south dooryard includes
areproduction of an 18"-century herb garden, with sone paths around the perimeter and crossing the
center. Itisendosed by atight picket fence with openings a the front door of the house and oppodte that
point on the south wall. To the west and south of the houseis an English bam, oriented o thet its long
walls run north-south and its eest door faces toward the dooryard of the house. It was moved onto this
property fi-om Eat Bridgewater, MA, and restored in2002; aprivy from the same property hes been
positioned to the northwest of the house. Just to the west of the houseisawell and wooden cover. A rall
fence mns acrossthe property dividing the south and central part of the lawn from the north. At the low
point of the lot, on Maple Stredt, there is sawage pumping station, with two small metd smctures. The
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property includes the contributing house and the contributing archaeological site described beow; non-
contributing buildings include the bam and privy; thewell iscounted as part of the sSte and the pumping
dation isnot counted. The lot itself includes ebout 14 acres a grassy lawn marked by occasond trees

The Bradford House (photo #1) faces generdly to the south, the most common orientation for
early New England buildings. The building is atwo-story, center-chimney hall-parlor house with rear
leen-to, commonly known as asaltbox. The chimney rises fi“om the center of the building a the ridge and
isbrick with amodem cgp. The house Sts on alowfieldstonefoundation, pierced with small windows on
the south sde and soreened vents on the eest and west Sdes. There isacdlar beow the westem, older
section of the house. The exterior is covered inwood shingles, on both the roof and the walls; those on
the west wall are laid inawider configuration than those on the other Sdes. The faBade is divided into
four bays with asingle window on each floor to the west of the central entry and apair of windows on
each floor to the eest. The center entry has aplain board surround and a four-panded door, covered by a
modem screen door.  Each of the Sde devations hes five openings, two on eech story and one in the
garet, and they are positioned to servetheir locations on the interior rather than exterior symmetry.
There isamix of window types on the building, the result of a decison during the restoration to use
windowsto identify the constmction dates of sectionsof the building. Five reproduction diamond-paned
casement windows were installed on the west Sde of the building. Eleven uniform reproduction twelve-
over-eight sseh are located on the eest Sde of the building. Other reproduction windows on the et Sde
include the twelve-over-eight inthe rear pile and the nine-over-six inthe gable; other sx-over-sx sseh,
probably 19" century, are located in rear pile of the building, on the second floor on the eadt, and onthe
first floor onthe west. The rear or north elevation hes a single-story, gable-roofed ell on the west Sde,
with board-and-batten doors neer the main block on both the eest and west Sdes, and three 19" century
windows, asix-over-six on the ees and a sx-pane saeh inthe north and west walls. There isathird
board-and-batten door on the west end of the rear evation of the mail block, and three windowsto the
e of the ell.

Asoriginally congmcted, the Bradford housewas likely to have bean a two-dory 'half housg
with a rear lean-to, now identified asthe wes section. That section of the building is compaosed of two
gdmctural baysin the front pile, a wider room bay to the west and a narrower chimney bay to the eedt, and
iIstwo goriesin haght in that pile. It appearsto have measured about 24' acrossthe front of the building,
extending to a paint about two fest to the eadt of the present door. Therear lean-toisintegral tothe
original congmation of the building, composad of long rafters extending from the roof ridge and doan
over alow garre goace in the ssoond gory to the narrower gpace of therear pile. From front to rear the
building measures about 30'. The original section dts on afieldstonefoundation and over the basament,
and the original brick chimney was a the eas end (photo #3).

(continued)
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This section of the building is composad of large ok and pine timbers, consstent with the New
England bay framing tradition. The constmction details of the east end were dtered during the expanson
of the building, and severd of those membersno longer survive. But originally, Sx two-story posts
composd the front pile and single-story postsran acrossthe rear, joined by girts & thefirst floor level
agcoss the front and rear piles. The large goece of the front rooms on eech floor havethe traditiona extra
upport provided by asummer beam crossing the room, mnning from eedt to west on thefirst floor ad
from north to south on the sscond floor, the most common orientation in Massachusatts houses. At the
seoond floor level in the front pile, thefi-ontplates Sit on top of the posts and in tum support the end and
chimney girts. In order to provide headroom inthe lean-to, the girtsof the front pile extend beyond the
plane of the podisto support the rear rafters, and they extend a a shalower angle from thosein thefront
plane of theroof The original roof was compaosed of principa rafters, one a each end, one between the
bays, and one in the center of the large room bay, and purlins, one a the ridge and three on eech dope.
Thebuilding isof plank-frame constmction, in which the walls between these magjor members are
composd of thick vertical planks rather than filled with suds. Thismethod is common in southeegtern
Massechusatts and is more common throughout New England than was formerly believed.

Thiswestem portion of the building gppearsto have been congmcted using the forms and
techniques generdly known in New England as "First Period,” practices employed during the century
following settlement in 1620. In thisbuilding tradition, the maor ssmctura timbers are expossd on the
interior of the building and decorated with chamfers on their edges In thisbuilding, athough the front
and reax girts ae not chamfered, the summer beam, the chimney and end girts, and the pods ae
chamfered. The long chamfer itself isflat, and itstermination includes aridge, acove, and apip. The
origina finish of the interior of the main front room was probably plaster on riven lathe for the wdlls and
whitewash on the exposed framing of the ceiling. The current finish on the fireplace and north walls of
the front room, vertical knotty pine boards, datesto the restoration of the housein the 1920s

The generd character of the building's original plan can be suggested basad on surviving evidence
in the building fabric. The chimney probably included only asingle firebox, for thefront first-floor room.
It thus gppears that the house included a single heated room, the large multipurpose room commonly
cdled the hal. Itislikely that the rear, lean-to section of the housewas originally either asingle open
goece or perhgpsdivided into two smaler unheated rooms and likely used for ether bedrooms or Sorage.
The current configuration, with arear dair and abath, is alater arangement, the gtairs perhgps dating to
later in the 18*' century and the bath to 1976. On the sscond story, therewas asingle largef rontroom,
with goragein the rear garret of this story and inthe upper attic aswell. Itisnot known & this time
where the original gairs or doors were located, dthough it is dear from recent research that front entries
were not necessarily located within the chimney bay, but rather were sometimes positioned to provide
entry directly into the large front room.

(continued)
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The housewas doubled in Sze during the 18" century, and documentary research suggedts this
change was mede inabout 1750. The addition to the house & the eeslem end followed one of the most
common patterns for expandgons to early houses, adding on to the oppodste Sde of the chimney. This
addition generdly followed the dimensions established on the original west section of the houss, and was
a0 built usng plankframeconstmction. The addition sharesthe same height and depth as the origina
section, aswell as the same angle of the rear lean-to section. The primary difference in the two sections is
the depth of the front and rear piles. On the original west Sde, thewall dividing the front and reer pile
cregted rooms that were about 18'degp in the front pile and 12' degpin therear. On the added eedt Sde,
the front rooms were narrower, measuring 16" degp, while the rear rooms messured 14' in therear. This
aso meant that the second floor had anarrow finished room in the rear pile that had been lacking on the
west 9de, measuring elght feet degp. At thistime the original chimney bay was rebuilt to bewider inits
esd-wes dimension, to accommodate abroader chimney with additional fireboxes. Itislikely thet this is
when the front entry and stair were located in the center, chimney bay of the building, perhgps for thefirst
time. Thismay aso be the first timethe rooms of the rear pile and second story were heeted, through
additions to the chimney sack of awest second-dory firebox, the eedt first- and second-dory fireboxes.
The older section of the housewas re-shingled and had new sseh windows installed & thistime.

The expangon of the houseto the eest created within it acenter-chimney plan, perhgpsthe mos
popular of the larger house plans of IS -century New England. On the first floor, this common plan, and
probably the Bradford House, included as many as five rooms. Here it gopearsthat the old hal remained
amulti-purpose room, and eventualy its cooking function weas removed to the center room of the rear
pile, perhgps a the timeof the constmction of the large hearth and sgparate oven, likely to have been in
the early 19" century. Therooms of the new Sde of the building likely functioned as aparlor in the front
or south Sde and asmall chamber in therear. Updtairs, the house now included three chambers as well as
leen-to and garret orage goace. While thiswas once conddered to be the housetype of the average New
England yeoman, we now know thisto have been the houseof the wedthier ssgment of the population.

Theinterior finish of the rooms on the new eedt section reflectsits later date of constmcfion, and it
gopears that more of the early finishes have survived here. The exact date of this finish isnot certainly
known, as finish trestments for this period are not easly dated. They may date to the constmction of this
addition in about 1750 or may represent a sscond phase of finish, dating to later in the eighteenth century.
Although theframeof the building continues to be articulated, thet is the pogts are visible in the comers
of the rooms, they are now covered in boards thet form abox with abead onthe edge Mogt of thewalls
ae lathed and plagtered, as now are the ceilings as well. To accomplish thisceiling finish, the new sde
hes degper joists than on the west Side, extending to seven or eight inches in depth to creste asingle plane
aooss the large and smdler members of the frame. On this Sde the lathe is of the accordion variety,
which commonly datesto later in the 1S" century. The eadt front rooms on the first and second story hed
their chimneybreasts omamented with raised paneling, long rectangular pands over thefireplacesin eech
room. Theparlor dso has an omamental, built-in cupboard in the southwest comer and aplainer one next

(continued)
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north, eest, and west walls of the building are a ground level, the south wall of the foundation is exposd
where that section of ground is lower. The bam measures about thirty feet square and is congmcted of
four bentsto cregte the traditional three bays: acentra drive and threshingfl oor,flankedby open hay
dorage to one Sde and animd tie-ups on the other. Each bent is composed of two outer podsand a
central post, and joined by two levels of girts and principal rafters. The bents arejoined to one ancther by
media girtsand plates, and there are smdler rails & each level. Theroof hes collarsa eech end, and
angled braces between the girtsand rafters of the centra bays. There are four purlins on eech roof dope
aswell as aridge purlin. There are up braces a eech post and some down bracesto the lower rails. A
number of empty mortises provide evidence of the bam's earlier configuration. The new el houses
modem kitchen and bathroom facilitieson either sde of a centra hall. The un-restored privy is located
behind the house, asmall gable-roofed ssmcture.

Archaeologica investigations underteken in 1972 and 1973, under the direction of James Deetz
and Eric Eckholm of Plimoth Plantation, confirmed that significant archaeologica materiads and features
aurvive on the Bradford House property. Inaddition to smdler features, including paved aress adjacent to
thefront and rear of the house and small depressonsin the front yard, thisinvestigation reveded two
major features to the west of the house. One wes the cdllar hole of the bam theat sood to the west of the
house, asillustrated on magps and in photographs dating to the end of the 19 century. The other, doser to
the house and dightly to the south of it, was another foundation of unknown function and date. Both were
gpparently filled in the late 19 century, as evidenced by the preponderance of the artifacts recovered
from them.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are recorded on the Bradford House property, stesmay be
present. Twenty-two Stes have been identified in the generd area(within onemile). A "handfiil” of
projectile pointswere a0 reported as recovered from the property during historic archaeologica
investigations by Plimoth Plantationin the 1970s Unfortunately, itis uncear whether these artifacts
were recovered in situ or from historic deposts. Environmental characteristics of the property represant
svad locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, disance to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of
many types of Native Stes. The property occupies an excessvely drained, level to moderately doping
rise, located on alarger pitted outwash plain in close proximity to wetlands. The JonesRiver is located
lessthan 1,000 feet eedt of the Bradford House and Halls Brook asimilar distance to the north. The
confluence of the JonesRiver and Halls Brook is located less than 1,000 feet northesst of the house
Upland and estuarine locales surrounding Plymouth Harbor and Plymouth Bay are part of aregiond
Native American settlement core that existed during the Contact Period and earlier. Diagnodtic artifacts
representing the full range of settlement history recognized for southern New England have been
identified in thisarea. Known site types in the region are diverse and occupy awide variety of

(continued)
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environmentd locations. The Bradford House lieswithin this generd locade a the border between the
upland and eduarine zones. A wide variety of floraand faunaas well as favorable site locations would
have been available for Native Americansliving in thisarea. Given the above information, the Sze of the
nominated property (1.4 acres), and the recovery of Native American projectile points during historic
archaeologica investigationsof the property, ahigh potential exigts for locating ancient Native American
resources on the Bradford House property.

Potentia and known historic archaeologica resources associated with the Bradford House include awide
variety of types goarming the house and farmstead's land use history from the 18th through 20”* centuries.
Earlier 17" century archaeological resources may d<o exist. Given that information, the potentia for
locating significant historic period archaeologica survivasisgrest. Potentia archaeologica resources
may include stmctural evidence of earlier resdences and/or dterations to extant buildings, bams ad
outbuildings. Archaeological evidence of occupationa reated features (trash pits, privies, wells), fences,
and paved aress (cobble paving) may dso exist.

The presence of historic archaeologica resources hes been documented on the Bradford House Property
and ahigh potential exigts that additional resourceswill be found. Archaeologica investigations
undertaken in 1972 and 1973, under the direction of James Deetz and Eric Eckholm of Plimoth
Plantation, confirmed that significant archaeologica depodits including artifact concentrations and
features survive on the Bradford House property. In addition to smdler features, including paved aress
adjacent to the front and rear of the house and smal depressonsin the front yard, thisinvestigation
reveded two major features to the west of the house. One was the cellar hole of the bam that dood to the
wes of the house, asillustrated on magpsand in photographs dating to the end of the 19" century. The
other, closer to the house and dightly to the south of it, was another foundation of unknown function and
date. Both were goparently fiiled in the late 19" century, as evidenced by the preponderance of the
artifacts recovered from them.

While aste report was never written for the Plimoth Plantation excavations, the presence of
systematicaly controlled excavations including grids, written records, photographs, and artifacts collected
and recorded by provenience units supports the integrity of feetures, artifact concentrations, and overdl
context of archaeologica materias surrounding the Bradford House. The archaeologica collection
recovered in the 1970's haes been desgnated as dte C-23 and isintact and on file & Plimoth Plantation.

(end)
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our history.
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The Bradford House is an important example of an early hall-parlor and lean-to house, known
colloquialy as asdtbox, located inthe Plymouth County town of Kingston, Massachusetts. Long
bdieved to have been the house of Major John and Mercy Warren Bradford, the house hes been dated by
dendrochronology to 1714, and 0 is believed to be the house of his son William and hiswife Hannah
Foster Bradford. The oldest westem half of the houseisaFirst Period building. The house was doubled
in 9zein the 18" century, probably in aout 1750 by William's nephew Seth Chipman, J., and his wife
Sarah Ripley Chipman. At that timethe house had an eeslem section added next to the chimney, which
metched the earliest section in height and depth. The house was owned by Joseph Sampson and his
family a the end of the 18* century, who are likely to have modemized the house as well. During the
mid-19"* century, Sampson-family descendants owned the housebut lived dsawhere and the house wes
tenanted. At the end of the 19" century, the housewas owned and occupied by Robert and Catherine
McGrath, and it was gpparently divided into two living units, one on the ground floor and one onthe
seoond floor, probably early in the 20* century. By that time, however, the historic assodations of the
property were more widely recognized, and the housewas purchased for preservation and later restored
under the direction of George Francis Dow of the Society for the Preservation of New England
Antiquities. Since 1921 the house has been owned by the JonesRiver Village Club, now known as the
JonesRiver Village Historical Society, which maintains the property as part of its larger gods to improve
the Village and to encourage interest in the history of Kingston.

The Bradford House is awel-preserved example of an important early house form and retains
integrity of location, setting, materias, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. The house was
condructed for William and Harmah Foster Bradford, early and influential settlers in the areg, whose
family contributed significantly to the town's founding and growth. 1n addition, the survival of
archaeologica evidence on the property, as well as the potentia for abetter understanding of its physica
fabric through physica analys's, sugges that the property retains resserch potential as well. The Bradford
House is closaly associated with the history of the Town of Kingston, provides an important example of
changing housing in the region, and is associated with the early preservation movement in Massachusdtts
The Bradford House therefore medtscriteria A, C, and D & the local level.

Kingston, Massachustts, is located on Kingston Bay, an inlet of the larger Plymouth Bay and part
of the coadtd territory of the Patuxet band of the Wampanoag & the timeof English Separatist settlement
a Plymouth to the south in 1620. The areahed been visited and described by severd English explorers
over the previous two decades and many of the tribe hed been exterminated by exposure to diseese from
these explorers and the fishermen who medetripsto the vicinity. Like mogt of the townsin this centra
coadd section of the county, Kingston was originally part of the town of Plymouth, the first community
sttled by the English. Land in this areahed been distributed to Plymouth townspeople beginningin 1627

(continued)



KrSFonn10.«X>-< OMa AnaiWMk. fOt'i-O

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Bradford House
Kinggon (Plymouth), MA
Section number O— Page 1—

with the twenty-acre grants, and it was the movement of familiesto theselots that began the dispersd of
stlement out of the village of Plymouth. The areawas st off with portions of its neighbors Duxbury,
Pembroke, and Plymypton, as the North Precinct of Plymouth in 1717, and the precinct was incorporated
as the town of Kingston in 1726.

Three generations of Bradfords had aready built houses and mede farmsin Kingston, beginning
with Govemor William Bradford (d. 1657), whose houseis said to have been located to the north and
west of this one on Foger's Lane. His son Major William Bradford next occupied his father's house,
sarved as deputy govemor of Plymouth colony, and wes akey figurein the waging of King Philips War.
The Bradford family was said to hold all of the land from Stoney Brook to the Duxbury line, including
lands near the mouth of JonesRiver and a the Landing, water-powered manufacturing Stes dong the
brook, and asignificant portion of the village of Kingston. Major John Bradford (1653-1736), of the third
generation, was the principal inhabitant of the new town, amerchant who exported forest and agricultural
products. In addition to his extensive holdings in Kingston, he held land in the neighboring town of
Plympton, alotin Major's Purchase, which later became part of Pembroke, and ashareinatract of
Leveretts Purchase, whichincluded land inMaine. He served as adeputy of the Colony a the ed of its
independence (1689-91) ad later as arepresentative to the Generd Court in Boston (1695, 1705, 1708).
He was the town's first moderator, contributed land for the first school, mestinghouse, the burying and
training grounds, and for the house for the minister, and sarved as selectman.  John Bradford married
Mercy Warren (1653-1747), daughter of Josgph and Priscilla Faunce Warren, in January of 1675, and
together they had three sonsand four daughters over the next thirteen years. Their marriage hes often
bean given as the date for constmction of this house, but it now gppearsthat the dwelling house noted in
the deed from his father William, sgned in 1687, but not filed with the court until 1701, was another
building on John's extensive holdings.

Like many of New England's patriarchs, John Bradford began to distribute his large holdingsto
his sons as they came of age and married, intheir late twenties. And as was &lso common, John dedt
with hisyounges son, William (1688-1728) differently, perhgps because of the common tradition thet the
youngest son would day & the homesteed with his parents. Compared to that given to his other sons,
John gave only asmall amount of land & the Landing to his son William, in 1713 when he was twenty-
five. A year later, William married Hannah Fodter (1694-1778) and together they hed five sons and a
daughter. Thisisthe date assgned to the house, which suggeststhat the house was constmcted by or for
William as he launched his new family life. Fifteen yearslater, however, in 1728, William died & age
forty, leaving the widow with six children under deven. William's probate documents notethat he had a
house, but that the land associated with it was not certainly his. Asthe inventory notes, the assessors,
"not having full assurancesof the land[,] we are not a present ableto value.” Thisisjust what might
have occurred if William was living on property still owned by his father, with the undersanding thet he
would inherit the property eventualy.

(continued)
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The Bradfords constmcted what somecall a'half house,' congsting of aroom bay and a chimney
bay rising to two gories in the front pile and with an integral lean-to in therear. The building includesthe
articulated and decorated frame that characterizes this period of constmction, and provided for thefamily
an amplefront hall for cooking and generd daily activities, Sorage and perhaps an unheated chamber in
the rear pile of the first floor, and alarge front chamber in the second story; additional Sorege was
possible in the lean-to and front pile garrets. Bradford'sinventory was not taken room-by-room, and
bears an extraordinary resemblance to his father's. It notes only three goeces by name, the "chamber,” the
"puttery,” and the "other part of the house™ His collection of persona property is suggesfive of his satus
and wedlth, including books, silver, amaments, white earthenwere, forks, numerous textiles, farming
equipment, cattle and shegp, and debtsdue to him.

It gppearsthat, in spite of his son's early deaih, John Bradford maintained the generd outline of
his plans for his homestead, because he soon gave more land and passed his homestead onto thefive sons
of William and Haimah, in 1732. John Bradford wrote hiswill in the same year, when he was eighty,
confirming all the gifts he had mede to his children and grandchildren; he died four yearslater and his
widow, Mercy Warren Bradford, died in 1747. Thewidow Hannah Fogter Bradford had remarried, and it
isnot entirely dear what hgppened with regard to the property and the occupancy of the house by her and
her children. During the 1740s however, the sonsof William cameof age and all choseto dienate their
sharesin the property they received from their grandfather John. By the close of the decede, the property
was owned, still in shares, by John Brewster, Samud Foger, and Seth Chipman, . Thethreemen
divided the property between them in 1750, and Chipman recelved the section including the house

Seth Chipman, ., (1724-1766) was the oldest son of Seth Chipman, who came to Kingston after
his marriage to Priscilla Bradford (b.1686), the daughter of John and sgter of William, in 1721. Seth, J.,
was amariner and married Sarah Ripley in 1746, but they did not have children until the births of their
daughters in 1764 and 1766. After hisdesth in 1766, debts mounted and the widow Sarah and her father
William Ripley petitioned the legidaturein 1771 to sall the esateto provide funds for hersalf and her
children. The edateleft by Chipman wes described as "an house and bam & twelve acres of homesteed
land near Kingston landing, and about fifty acresof woodland about amile & ahalf from the dwelling.”
Thewidow was "incgpable of supporting them [her daughters], not capable of improving the edate to any
advantage excepting the house as an habitation.... The dwelling houseis alarge double house, half of one
age, and the other part of another, and put together about twenty years ago the old part having then sood
many years, and new covered & new windows mede & building of the new part..." This document is an
extraordinary one, providing &s it does evidence for adate for the expanson of the housein about 1750,
just a the time Sath Chipman acquired it. Physica evidence a the building suggeststhat this doubled the
Sze of housethrough the addifion of a new section of the building on the eest Sde. The house now likely
included aparlor as well as ahall, and additiona chambers and sorage. Thisis probably when casamant
windows were replaced with sagh, aswell as other mid-18* century features, including perhgpstheraised
pand finish in the eedt parlor and parlor chamber. The document continues, noting "'the bam about

(continued)
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twenty-eight feet long & eighteen or twenty feet wide [,] theframegreeatly decayed, and the fence about
the land goneto wreck, and the remaining part of the woodland o stript that there is but little wood
thereon, ... the buildings thereon are daily mnning into decay which must prove very detrimentd to the
children ontheir arrival a the age of possesson.” The petitioners noted further that the proceedsof the
sde would be more vauable to the children than adivision of the land and buildings, "especidly that
consdering their sex, itisunlikely that they should ever settle thereon.” The plan was to provide an
income to the widow and support to the children and to discharge the debts of the edate.

After the financial failure of the Seth Chipman estate, the property of about nine acres, with the
house and outbuildings, were sold to Kingston trader Comelius Sampson (ca. 1724-1796). Sampson was
bom in Kingston, married Desire Crocker in 1747, and together they had ten children over the next
twenty-two years. He was a progperous merchant, the town'srichest man in 1784, and it seams likely that
he mede this acquisition as he began to provide for his maturing family. Sampson gavethis property to
his son Josgph (1751-1804) in 1780, after the young man had completed his service in the Revolution and
prior to his marriage to Judith Drew in 1787. Josgph ssams to have added significantly to the property
because & his degth it included twenty-seven acres. I1tislikely that the house experienced some
remodding during this period, in light of the deterioration it had experienced during the lagt years of
Chipman ownership. The chimneys were probably dosed down in the front west room, and pehaps a
more refined finish was added there. The kitchen wes likely updated as well, and the configuration of thet
firebox, with acomparatively smal fireplace and the oven on the wall adjacent to it, uggests a
constmction date & the close of the eighteenth century. At Josgph Sampson's degth in 1804, the property
was given to his widow Judith and then to his children Josgph and Betsy, who were then minors, aged five
and fourteen respectively.

During the middle decadesof the 19* century, the Bradford housewas owned by Betsy Sampson
Bed (1790-1869) and later briefly by her sonsand heirs. Betsy was married in 1812 to Thomas Prince
Bed (1796-1852), who was amember of Harvard College's dassof 1806, and went on to acarer asa
lavyer and date senator. They lived dsawhere in Kingston and during this period the housewes tenanted
by Danid Cushman and his family. Betsy Bed acquired the property in 1824, when her brother Joseph
Sampson (1799-1844) sold someof his inheritance from their father. The houseis said to have beenthe
location of the town's first Roman Catholic massinthe 1850s, when Irish immigrants came to the town in
sgnificant numbers. After her death in 1869, the property was divided between her sons Alexander and
Joseph S Bedl. 1t gopearsthat a the time Betsy Bed held the property it included atotal of about twenty-
four acres, which e divided into two sections for her sons, one of about deven acresand one of about
thirteen acresincluding the house. Alexander, who lived in Boston, sold the thirteen aoresand the house
to his brother Josgph, who remained in Kingston and sarved as an attomey like his father. Josgph then
divided off asection of just under nine acres, including the house, and sold it to Robert McGrath in 1875.

(continued)
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Robert McGrath was among the early Irish immigrants to Kingston. Many were first employed in
the househalds of the town's wedthy families, and later in the town's iron manufactories, as Sone
masons, & Plymouth Cordage, and sarved inanumber of town offices. McGrath was gpparently a former
employee of the Old Colony Railroad, who served as acrossng tender; his son Tom served as custodian
of the Town Hall. Photographs, maps, and plot plans of the property a the tum of the century
demondrate that much of the exterior gopearance of the house has been presaerved today. The house was
shingled and atight fence enclosed the back yard, the reer ell, and the privy. A row of treesran dong the
eedt edge of the lawn, above theretaining wall, and the grave road. A small bam or carriage house wes
gted to the west and south of the house, asmall, single-story building oriented with its gable end facing to
the eedt. Itslarge main door was on that Sde, and it gopears that each other sde was lit with double-hung
seh. Thebuilding st on araised foundation where the land doped off to the west, providing an open
aeabdow that might have been apiggery. Further to the eedt there was acluster that suggestsa smdll
orchard of fhiit trees. After Robert's desth in 1898, the property wes held by hiswife Cethering, who
subdivided the land into six houselotsin about 1903. Catherine then gave mogt of the property to her
daughter Juliain two deeds, dated 1905 and 1907, and during this period Juliaprovided assganceto her
mother in managing the property. After Catherin€'s deeth, the property was Julias, and as e worked as
aprivate duty nurse, goparently mostly in the Boston areg, it isnot surprising that she did not want to hold
on to therenta property.

During this period the house was recognized as ahistoric Ste and after yearsof occupation as
renta housing, the property was purchased and held by owners who hoped to preserve it. Saah Y.
DeNormandie Bailey (Mrs. Thomas, 1865-1932) was goparently the first to express a concem thet the
building be purchased by aperson or organization that would provide protection for it. In November of
1910, Bailey wrote to William Sumner Appleton, who had only recently launched the Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities. Bailey'sfears for the future of the property reflect the vaues
of many long-time New Englanders in the face of therising tideof immigration: "All who would be
interested in our early history would be glad to see it saved from getting into the hands of foreign people.”
Appleton begged off, claiming that the young organization hed little to invest & this Sage, when
recmiting members was the highest priority. Bailey was undaunted, and in December wrote to McGrath
asking whether she would sall the house and about two acresof land, and, if e werewilling to sall, that
dhe agree to hold the property while they raised the cash.

At about thistime, others were contacted about purchasing the house, including the Society of
Mayflower Descendants and Walter Lippincott, of Philadelphia. The Mayflower Society demurred,
noting that they too could not gpare the money neaded for the project and preferred to make donationsto
the poor. Lippincott's mother was a Govemor William Bradford descendant, through Major John
Bradford, and the family owned the publishing company of the same name. Lippincott was interested in
the property, was willing to invest $2,000, and purchased itin 1911. His plan was that the house sarve as

(continued)
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amemorid to his mother and would be given to the Mayflower Society. Should the Mayflower Society
refuse the gift, he suggested that the town of Kingston use the property for apark. PerhgpsWorld War |
contributed to the hiatus in activity surrounding the house. Apparently Lippincott was not eble to
accomplish ether of the plans that he had proposed for the Bradford House, and in 1920 he sold the
property to Ezra Wright. Wright had the land surveyed into another configuration of twenty-three lots for
sein the developing area. Concem about the future of the houserevived interest in preserving and
restoring it, and the JonesRiver Village Club soon decided to purchase the house they continue to own
today.

Theroots of the JonesRiver Village Club are degp, and extend back to the 19* century's tradition
of local improvement efforts and to the early 20* century's conservation movement. 1n 1898, the Village
Improvement Society had sucoeeded in moving the town's dump from an unsightly position in the village
center. Later, when Presdent Theodore Roosevet asked eech date and territory to document itsnaturd
resources. Miss Helen Holmes became engaged in the survey in Kingston and its neighboring towns.
After her father's desth. Holmes became interested inthe future of his farm, began to take coursssa the
Massachusetts Agricultural College, and becameinvolved inthe survey for this section of Massachusdtts
Se invited interested and knowledgeable townspeople to her home, and when their work toward that
effort was complete, they hoped to continue research. The JonesRiver Village Club was the result.
Consarvation was the Club's first focus, mede up of men and women who "were interested in preserving
and developing our natura wealth." Educationd lectures and demondrations were numerous, s were an
aray of socid events, from picnics and clam bakesto husking bees. Membership grew steedily, but in
1913, when the Grange of the Patronsof Husbandry was formed in the town, the Club sopped mesting.
Seven yearslater, as interest in the Plymouth Tercentenary mounted, the Club was revived and a new
congtitufion was drawn. Toits earlier gods the Club added "to encourageinterest inits [Kingston's|
history" and "to maintain and establish and maintain a place for meeting.”

In December of 1920, members of the Club, in particular Emily Fuller Drew (1881-1950) and
Hdlen Adams, began to discusswhether they might take over the Bradford house themsaves and restore
it. While the Club moved toward incorporation to shore up public confidence. Drew purchesed the house
for $2,000 in Febmary and in March of 1921 she sold it to the Club, taking back amortgage. Wright
retained the right to move the bam off the premises. The Club identified three principal aress of historic
interest for the property, still reflecting the traditional date of the house and its association with John
Bradford: "the housewhich datesfrom about 1675, isthe oldest in exigence in Americabuilt by any
member of the family of the Pilgrim govemor as adwelling place, and was closaly assodiated with the
early history of Plymouth Colony; ... itwas for aquarter of a century the repository for Govemor
Bradford's pricdess manuscript history 'Of Plimouth Plantation’; [and] because John Bradford, the
builder of the house, was apromoter and principa benefactor of the Town of Kingston inits earliest
days" The Clubwas fortunate to have memberswith contactsinacritical network of preservationids,

(continued)
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and their involvement early in the project assured acomparatively gentle restoration. Marion Olmsted
was aKingston resdent, and she persuaded her brother Frederick Law Olmsted, J., the landscepe
architect, to visit the house in the spring of 1921. Olmsted gave sege advice to the committee, waming
them that work on the house should be undertaken "with ahumble mind and awillingness to learn from
the houseitself" Armed with acrowbar, Olmsted attacked the early restorer's favorite building festure,
tearing out the wall that covered the early fireplace. Olmsated quickly put himself out of the decison-
making with an enthusiagtic and emphatic recommendation of George Francis Dow (1868-1936) of the
Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, "without question the best man on the older
New England colonia house"

As Olmsted's comment suggests Dow's carer was well established by the time he gave advice
on the Bradford house. Dow was apopular writer on historical subjects, and someof his best-known
works include The Sailing Ships of New England (with John Robinson), The Pirates of the New England
Coad (with John Henry Edmonds), Whde Ships and Whding, Domestic Life in the Seventeanth Century,
The Arts and Crafts in New England, Everyday Lifein the Massachusetts Bay Colony, and The History of
Topsfied; he d0 edited historical documents for publication, including the Records and of Fles of the
Quarterly Courts and the Probate Records of Essex County. Dow worked & the Essex Ingtitutein Sdem
before coming to SPNEA, and was responsible for severd early restorations on the north shore, including
the John Ward housein Sdem, the Parson Cgpen housein Topsfield, and the Choate housein Essex. He
later made a significant contribution to the design of Fioneer Village, a 1930 reconstmction of Sdemin
1630. Dow's career hes yet to be the subject of intensive study, but he wes clearly & the center of the
emerging preservation movement.

When the Bradford house was taken over by the Club, it was divided into two tenements oneon
the upper floor and one on the ground floor. The wallshad been furred out and covered with lathe and
plager. Thefront room on the west Sde of the housewas usad as achamber, and had awall covering the
fireplace, onthe eest 9de, and alarge closet dong the west wall. In the northwest comer was a "buttery,”
and evidence of this closet with shevesis still visible. 1t gopearsthat the southeest room sarved esa
parlor, and the kitchen was the center rear room, with perhgps another chamber in the northeest comer
room. On the second floor, the west front room was partitioned in two, one serving as akitchen. Parhaos
in this case the southwest room served as parlor and the two eest rooms as chambers. The wood shed for
thefirst floor was the room later fitted as akitchen, while the rear shed sarved as the wood shed for the
upper unit, entered from the rear air. Itisnot cear whether these changes had been mede during the
ownership of the McGraths or later when the property was owned by Lippincott and was tenanted by
familiesknown only generdly as Italian. ltalian immigrants were numerous in this section of Kingston,
adjacent to North Plymouth, where the Plymouth Cordege works provided employment. Lippincott chose
Louisanacypressfor new hand shaved shingles on the west Sde of the house, laid wider to the weather
than others on the rest of the housa
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After removing asignificant amount of this later fabric, Dow decided to restore the west section of
the house to itsgenerdly late 17 century gppearance, leaving the generdly 18 century fabric on the
newer eedt Sde. Although involved in the project, Dow gpparently mede only three visits to the house,
charging only $54.85 for his services Hewould examine the housewith the carpenter George Holmes,
and "as they found evidence, Mr. Dow carefully explained to Mr. H, just what to do..." In particular, the
S9ze and location of the casement windows that were ingtalled on the west Sde of the house were
determined by the openings in the plank walls. Windows and doors were fabricated to replace lost
dements as were materids from other old housesthat were being demolished. Dow ingaled view-ports,
sections of pand that could be lifted, so that visitors could examine critical sections of the building fabric
to better undersand itsevolution and restoration. Dow &so consulted on fumishingsfor the house

The Bradford House was opened to the public over the summer of 1921 and entertained over a
thousand visitors. I1n 1926 the house played acentra rolein the bi-centennial celebration of the founding
of the town, with apageant describing the history of the house between 1674 and 1926, among the most
common of colonia revival history cdebrations. The Club's Industries Committee was particularly
active, and many items, particularly mgs, were mede and sold in the shop a the Bradford house. A list of
rooms in the house suggessthat the Club wes following the period practice of combining the historic
house museum with salesand teerooms.  During the 1950s additional repairs were mede to the building.
There were problems with major members, including the south sill and et post and a another time with
the north sill. Thisaso required that Someof the interior wainscot be removed in the northwest room,
which was replaced by the contractor "improving it where he could.” The sscond storyfloorswere dso
gpparently in need of replacement, and again, the Club tumed to a house being demolished. At this time
both phone service and eectric current were introduced to the house. There is evidence that the Club
consulted restoration professonds as they pursued a leest someof thiswork, in corregpondence between
Roy Baker of SPNEA and HelenH. Adams.

In the 1970s, the Bradford house property was the subject of an archaeologica investigation,
under the direction of Eric Ekholm and James Dedtz of Plimoth Plantation. At first, the effort was
goparently aimed at finding archaeological evidence for abam from the 17% century. Over two Ssesons,
the Ste was overlaid by agrid of five-foot squares The Ste was quite thoroughly excavated, including a
long trenches across both the north and the south yard, excavation adjacent to the north, south, and esst
walls of the house, and the excavation of two cdlar holes to the west of the house  These laiter werethe
mogt significant features uncovered, one for the foundation of the 19 century bam and ancther for an
unidentified smcture located closer to the house and to its south. Unfortunately, snce there isnofina
stereport, itisdifficult & thistimeto determine what this sscond cellar might have been. Some sources,
written & about the time of the excavation, suggest that the cellar isthe original location of the house, ad
that it was subsequently moved to its current location. 1t isnot dear what would have caused such a
move or what benefit might have come from it; it ssams more likely that the foundation represents an
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outbuilding. A careful andyss of the materias removed from the cellar hole and further excavation to
identify the limits of the building that sood aboveit might yield amore confident explanation for this
feature. Similarly, athough much was excavated, many arees remain untouched or have not been
excavaed to sub-s0il, 0 additional study could be fruitful & this ste. Thirty-seven boxes and seven trays
of artifacts were uncovered, including ahandful of prehistoric projectile points and objects that may date
tothe 17* century, as well as abroad array and amuch larger quantity of materials from the 18* through
the 20* century. The JonesRiver Village Historical Society have placed the artifacts, notes, ad
photogrgphs of this project on deposit a Plimoth Plantation as Ste C-23.

The JonesRiver Village Club, now known &s the JonesRiver Village Historical Society, continues
to be acfive inits preservation of the Bradford House and in planning for its respectful use and
preservation. In order to better protect the house and dedicate it primarily to museum functions, the
Society decided to remove some of its regular activities from the house and into another building on the
dte. For that purpose, they purchased an outbuilding that wes located in Eadt Bridgewater, and moved it
to the property, re-erecfing it in 2002 under the direction of timber-framer Michael Burrey. Thebuilding
hed likely sarved most recently as acarriage house and earlier as abam, and was atached by awood shed
to agngle-gtory, center-chimney house. During its dismantling and rebuilding, an examination of the
building's fabric reveded that it had been originally an English bam that hed later been tumed to cregte a
gable-fronted New England bam or carriage house. The earlier configuration was restored, the building
was relocated to the west and south of the Bradford House, and rebuilt on adegp foundation. A kitchen
and lavatory addition was mede a the north end, and the building serves as generd meeting and dorage
goecefor the Society. At the same time, aprivy was moved from the same property, which Stsun-
resored behind the house.

Asthe experience of the JonesRiver Village Historical Society amply demondrates, the town of
Kingston hes along-standing commitment to the preservation of its historic resources. During the 19905
those efforts were redoubled. First, the town conducted two successve years of inventory of historic
resources. Then in 2002, the town's village center was listed on the National Regider of Historic Places
&6 the Kingston Center Historic District. With the nomination of the Bradford house, the town tumsto
the its significant individual resources, rare survivas of the region's early settlement that document the
long history of changeinthe community.

Archaeological Significance

While numerous ancient Native American Stes have been recorded in the Kingston area, few have been
sysematicdly or intensively studied, limiting their level of interpretation. Many Stes remain
undocumented with locational information only. Collections reseerch has contributed some information
relating to cultural chronologies, tool technologies and Site type/function basad on inferencesfrom artifact
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the district are thase shown for Lot 45, Map 36, as shown on the submitted Kingston
Assessorsmgps 36 and 37.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the property are those assodiated with the property snce 1922, when it became an

historic housemuseum.  Thisland ispart of alarger parcd asodate with the property sncethr late 17
century

(end)

PHOTOGRAPHS
Taken by Claire Dempsey, November 2003

1 Front facade.

2. Bam
3. Reer feBade















*SrCOND FLOOR PLAN «

Firg and Seocond Floor Plans of the Bradford House
Detall of drawings prepared by the
Historic American Building Survey in the 1930s
(Survey no. 2-78, MASS 12-King).



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT F THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Bradford House
NAME :

MULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Plymouth

DATE RECE! VED. 1/ 31/ 06 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  2/17/06
DATE (F 16TH DAY: 3/ 04/ 06 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 3/ 16/ 06
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 06000128

REASONS FAR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDI L: N PER QD N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED, N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT VAl VER N
NACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CR TER A

REVI EWER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conmments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i sreturned t othenomnating authority, the
nom nation i sno longer under consideration by the NPS.





















CEBRVED 2280

The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachustts Historical Commission

Jenuary 9, 2006

Dr. John Roberts, Acting Chief
National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts:
Endaosed please find the following nomination form:
Bradford House, 50 Landing Road, Kingston (Plymouth), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Betsy Friesberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

(004 Claire Dampsey, conauitant
Crag Ddton, Kinggton Higtorical Commisson
Pau Gdlegher, Chair, Kingston Board of Sdectimen
Nomen Tucker, Jones River Village Higoricd Sodety
Thomes Bouchard, Kingston Flanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston, Massechuseits 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.datema usmhc






The Bradford tonse.
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI T1 ONAL DOOUMENTATI ON

PRCPERTY Bradford House
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Pl ymouth

DATE RECEl VED. 10/ 28/ 11 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE - 16THDAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 12/ 13/ 11
DATE OF VEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 06000128

REASCNS FCR REMI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS

O'HER N PDI L: N PER QD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED. N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT WAL VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TEN
REVI EVEER DI SCI PLI NE
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation is returned t othe nom nating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS



NPS Form 10-900-a *we Approval hto. 1024-0018

. RECEIVID nd

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

aCT 2 8 A1

: ' NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Continuation Sheet NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

A oo Kiuy!>luu [
Section number 10 Page 1

The coordinates originally provided for the Bradford Housewere 19 357180 4649660. The correct

location is 063 miles (1000 m) due North of thispoint a 19 357180 4650660 (North American
Datum 1927).

Corrected March 2009
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M assachusatts Historical Commisson

October 20, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether
Nationd Regde of Hidoric Haoes

Dgoartmat of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

1201 Bye Stredt, NW 8+ floor
Waeaehington, DC 20006

Dexr Mr. Logther:

Re Additiona Documentation (Technica corrections of UTMS)

In the process of mgoping Nationd Regiger nominations for our GIS detebese, we have
identified erors in UTM coordingtes for 23 propaties Thearors vary from afew hundred feet
to hundreds of miles, often dueto trangoostion of numbas

As recommaded by Edson Bedll, we are endosng a continuation shet for each of the
nominations Heeselet me know if you need more informeation in order to correct your records

Snoady,

Betsy Hiedberg
Nationd Regger Director
Massschusatts Higtoricd Commisson

Endoares

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 < Fax: (617) 727- 128
WwWW Sae ma ussc/mhe



