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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP
_ DISTRICT _ PUBLIC 

_XJ3UILDING(S) X.PRIVATE 

—STRUCTURE _BOTH

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION
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—BEING CONSIDERED

OWNER OF PROPERTY
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William and Doris Preucil
STREETS. NUMBER
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—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE
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COUNTY CODE
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—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 
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STATE

Iowa

! LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC. Johnson County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

Clinton St.
CITY. TOWN

Iowa City,
STATE

Iowa
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DATE
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DESCRIPTION
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—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The C.S.A. Hall is a red-brick, two-story structure that shows some influence 
of the nascent colonial revival style. It measures 72' x 42', and has a stone 
foundation and stone decoration on the facade. A small, one-story portico of 
the Reman ionic order covers the main entrance. The loss of a balustrade 
from the roof of the porch has been the only exterior change. The hipped 
roof is covered in standing seam metal roofing, and is terminated by a clas 
sical cornice, except at the corners where the slightly projecting corner 
pavilions have a decorative brick parapet that extends above the cornice line.

The upper floor is one large assembly room with a balcony at one end and a 
stage at the other, lighted by semicircular-arched windows. The vaulted 
ceiling has wood paneling, the floor is yellow pine. The downstairs contains 
an assembly room, studio, waiting room with kitchen facilities, ticket office 
and washrooms. Floors here are of hard maple.

Wainscoting throughout the structure is pine, with a dark, reddish-brown 
finish. The walls are of lathe and plaster. Original furnishings include 
3 tables, approximately 150 hardwood chairs, one potbellied stove (non 
functional) , cabinets in the kitchen and library.

Restoration, begun in 1974, includes replastering and refinishing, new 
heating plant, and electrical fixtures appropriate to the period of original 
construction. The upper floor will be restored for use as a concert hall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The structure was originally built as a meeting place for the Czechoslo- 
vakian Protective Society (later Czecho Slovakian Association). This local 
association was organized in 1882 by Czech iitmigrants to Iowa City, who lived 
almost exclusively in the north and northeast parts of town. The C.S.P.S. 
offered its members assistance in time of need (illness, death), and also 
maintained a busy calendar of social, cultural, educational and gymnastic 
events. The lodge and meeting hall was host to plays, poetry readings, 
concerts, instruction on American laws and customs — in effect, functioning 
as a center of ccmnunity activity for newcomers to a strange land.

The building's location reflects its importance: it is adjacent to a public 
park, and is a focal point of the residential Old Bohemian District, which 
even today retains much of its early character.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Ser/icp.
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