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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old LSU-gite is part of a tract owned by the U.S.A. and
administered by the U. S. Forest Service as the Alexandria Forestry
Center. The brick foundation of the original school building is
surrounded by a 2-acre fenced park. The park contains the fuins

of the original building, a historical marker, a fireplace, three
picnic tables and a flush toilet.

Original site consisted of 518 acres. The main building was completed
November 28, 1859. Building was three stories high with five 4-story
towers, and it extended around three sides of a quadrangle that was 170
feet across the front by 117 feet deep. There were 72 large rooms,

and on each floor was a wide gallery. The heavy walls were 'crenetlated "

and the whole building finished white. On October 15, 1869, a fire of
unknown origin burned the building to the ground.
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Sacked of all its furniture, instruments, and equipment during the Union

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"A century ago, on March 16, 1870, the legislature of Louisiana gave a

new name to what was not much better than an orphan child of the State:
Louisiana State University. The new university had begun ten years before
as the Louisiana State Seminary of Learning and Military Academy, which
was to emerge eventually as a major national land-grant college. Four
previous attempts to establish an institution of higher learning, available
to all the people, had met with abysmal failure, and several subsidized
private schools had been abandoned. This time, state leaders were deter-
mined to avoid that fate for the new school.

On January 2, 1860, the Svpanary opened at Pineville under the superinten-
dency of William Tecumseh”Sherman. He had been chosen carefully from a
list of candidates; the choice proved wise, for it was Sherman's force of
character and intelligent administration that held the shaky little back-
woods school together during its first crucial years.

The Seminary began sith an enrollment of 70, and a fannlty”cfmfive,;includin%
David. French Boydy The times were perilous, and the Civil War finally
embroiled the school. Sherman resigned to take his historic role in the
war, and the school itself was closed in 1863.

invasion, the school did not reopen until 1865, when David Boyd returned
from the war to accept the superintendency, and start again with what
remained: doors and windows gone, roofs leaking, floors rotting, grounds
overgrown with weeds and brush, facilities and library confiscated as

booty of war...and only a broken and impoverished state to look to for help.

In spite of difficulties that would have stopped a lesser man, David Boyd
was able to recruit a sound faculty and reorganize the Seminary. Then, in
1869, before the 11tt1e school had had time to recover, a fire destroyed it
and Boyd was forced to seek new quarters. He found them in the Deaf and Dumb
Asylum in Baton Rouge, and it was here that the school was rechristened as
Louisiana State University." 1/

The original site was chosen because of the central location in the State,
accessibility by water travel, good climate, good spring water and abundant

timber for firewood.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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With the founding of the Louisiana Seminary of Learning, it laid the
foundation of the great university system which exists .today. True to

the land grant idea, LSU has emerged as a people's university. It exists,
in fact, to serve all Louisiana.

Law and tradition have assigned the University a three-fold purpose:
developing to the highest level the intellectual and professional capaciti
of our citizens through resident instruction, enriching instruction and
establishing new frontiers of knowledge through research and scholarship,
and providing all Louisianians with information useful in advancing the
State's economy and culture through extension services.

From the beginning, the University has gpened its doors to all who aspire
to higher education, and has sought, in the words of its charter, to be"
"an institution in the broadest and highest sense, where literature,
science, and all the arts may be taught, where principles of truth and
honor may be established, and a noble sense of personal and patriotic and
religious duty inculcated; in fine, to fit the citizen to perform justly,
skillfully, and magnanimously all the offices, both private and public,
of peace and war".

1LSU's essential character obliges it to shoulder the most important
educational burden in Louisiana, but its responsibilities do not end

in Louisiana. The University's first allegiance is to the State, of course

but it also has obligations to the Region, the Nation, and the free world.

As such an institution, LSU has the intellectual and physical resources
that enable it to offer a great number and variety of courses of study.
The University-in-Baton Rouge offers curricula leading to bachelor's
degrees in 125 major-fields, master's degrees through 56 departments,
doctoral degrees through 45 departments, and 22 professional degrees throu
the Graduate School and seven through the University's professional school

On May 21, 1965, a historical highway marker was erected honoring the
descendents of the original Board of Supervisors of the state university
system.

1 fThe LSU Outlook, January 1970

Branches", North Louisiana Historical Association Newsletter, October,
1967, Vol. 8, Number 1, pp. 3-22.

%S

L2

GPO 921.724



