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Statement of Significance . .

Date of Construction__ 1914~15  Architect/Engineer/Builder architect = Period of Significance: 1914~1936

In the opinion of the surveyor, this property appears to meet the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places Level of Significance: local

O inthe opinion of the surveyor, this property is located in a potential historic district (National and/ or local).

The Olg;x-xgia National Bark is the finest example of Neoclassical commercial architecture in the city and significantly associated with the city's
camnercial history. Designed by local architect Joseph Wohleb, the building is distinguished by its temple form, its colomnade of fluted pilasters, its
momumental cornice, and a veneer of glazed terra cotta. Constructed in 1915, the barnk 1s closely associated with the Schmidt family of the Olympia Brewery
and other prominent local businessmen and was one of the major financial institutions in the city in the early 20th century. :

The Olympia National Bank was organized in 1899 as the Olympia State Bank and was located in the Stevens Block, which was on Capital Way between Third
and Fourth Streets. First trustees of the bark were frmﬁ.nent local businessmen and professionals including C.H. Kegley, C.S. Reinhart, Millard Lemon,

Lane, and George H. Funk. Shortly after its founding, in 1900, the directors voted to make the institution a national bank. They moved to the
ilberg Building, also in downtown in Olympia, in 1901.

In 1912, the bank was purchased by the Schmidt Estate, owners of the Olympia Brewery and among the city's most important industrialists. Under the
new management, Ie%pold Schmidt served as president, F.M. Kenney served as cashier and Schmidt associates from Montana assumed positions on the board of
gile%tojl:gb In 1914, the bank officials decided to build a new structure to reflect the bank's new stature; the bank moved to its new address on Novem-
T 9 .

The structure was built to reflect the prominence and stability of the institution. According to a nea%gper account at the time, "One carmot gaze
upon the solid, artistic, white tile without a feeling that here is beauty, strength, and progressiveness. building is a classic, both in point of
exterior appearance and interior finish and arrangement." The building was constructed on a lot owned by the Schmidt estate and Joseph Speckart and the

Description of Physical Appearance

The Olympia National Bank is a two story, tgle formm Neoclassical structure with a terra cotta veneer and a colossal colomnade of fluted Corinthian
ilasters.y%nebankfaces westhapitolrﬁay south on 5th Avenue. It is an elongated concrete structure of two stories with a flat roof. The front
%west)arﬂswthval]sarefaced with creamcolored terra cotta. The building is crowned with an imposing corice with modillions and dentils,
below which is an unadomed frieze with new raised letters ing out the current occupant's name. Below the frieze, the colammade of colossal fluted
pilasters rests on a low plinth. The pilasters divide the acade into three bays and the south wall into eight. The pilasters have Corinthian
capitals spammed by a low frieze with cartouches. The tall double entry doors are centered on the front £ and are sheltered by a pedimented
hood supported by overscaled consoles. Abwetlwelnodisasculptedqu]emg'as-reljef' . First story fenestration includes tall tripartite windows with
transams of newer stained glass panels. At the rear of the south wall is a side entry door with a ed hood. Second story fenestration includes new
metal sash windows with metal casement sidelights. The interior of the bank includes elaborate plasterwork and is maintained in good condition. A balu-
strade on the roofline was removed and new metal frame windows installed on the upper floor. The first floor leaded glass windows fill the original
openings. The exterior terra cotta is in excellent condition. .

Major Bibliographic References
"Olympia National Bank is Serving a Useful Purpose in Commmity," Morming Olympian, March 15, 1916.
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Statement of Significance: (continued)

entire 24 by 90 foot lot was covered. The structure was built to be entirely fireproofed and features a Wilkeson sandstone foundation. The second floor
was leased by prominent attomeys and fmfessionals, sane of whom held offices in the directorship of the bark.
The ifies the "Bank as enple"comeptinamhitectueandistheb&texamle Neoclassical camercial architecture from the early 20th
century in Olympia. The structure is distingui by a colomade of colossal fluted Corinthian pilasters with a bracketed entablature and pedimented
. The facade is emhanced with decorative terra cotta ing. By contrast, the Capitol ;latlmal Bank, constructed in 1922, and listed in the
State Register of Historic Places, is a streamlined example of the Neoc sical Style and is constructed of Wilkeson sandstone.




