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The Parkhurst Building, located in Santa Monica, is a two-story Spanish 
Colonial Revival building of steel, concrete and brick construction. The 
building's dimensions are approximately 80 by 80 feet; the east facade is 
divided into five bays and the north facade is divided into 4 bays. 
The main entrance is located in the northeast corner of a 2-1/2 story 
octagonal tower. The tower is the main design feature and aesthetic 
contribution of the building) the surfaces of the upper story and 
one-half are decorated with protruding red bricks that form a pleasing 
crosshatched pattern. The tower is topped with an ornately decorated cupola. 
The pilasters which divide the tower into bays are surmounted with large 
finials. The second story tower windows have bas-relief pediments which 
incorporate a gargoyle. The small half-story windows are covered with wrought 
iron grill work. A side entrance is located at the southeast corner of the 
building below a scalloped parapet surmounted by a finial. Each bay has a 
large ground floor opening originally enclosed with a plate glass window. 
All but three of these openings have now been enclosed with folding glass 
doors or wood and glass walls with doors. These alterations did not necessitate 
major reconstruction and could be removed without damaging the building. On 
the second floor each bay contains two eight light casement windows. There 
is a decorative frieze dividing the first and second floors. The roof is 
flat on top; on the south and east sides the roof is pitched and covered 
with red clay tiles.

Overall the design features of the Parkhurst Building convey the feeling of 
the Spanish Colonial Revival Architecture. The heavily decorated tower with 
brickwork, wrought iron grill work, ornate frieze, finials and cupola is almost 
baroque in its design complexity. The scalloped parapet and red tile are 
characteristics of the Spanish Colonial Revival Style.

The ground floor was .designed to accommodate retail shops and the second 
floor was intended for medical, dental offices. The building interior 
retains the original spatial divisions and may be said to be typical of 
commercial office buildings contructed in the 1920's. The second floor 
offices and halls are decorated with hardwood baseboards and chair-rails 
which match the door and transom trim. There are 6 skylights giving the 
interior a pleasant diffused natural light. There have been no substantial 
alterations in the building and it is in very good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Parkhurst Building, built in 1927, is significant for its architectural
contribution to the Santa Monica streetscape and is a good example of the
Spanish Colonial Revival Style commonly used in commercial buildings in
Southern California in the 1920 T s. Using the design features described
above, the architect designed a building which was at once useful and unique. That
the Parkhurst Building has survived the past half century with so few
modifications is a testament to the sound design principles the builders
employed. Although the Parkhurst Building belongs to a large class of
Southern California buildings that fall into the Spanish Colonial Revival
Style, its idiosyncratic elements, brickwork, ornamentation and so forth
make it a unique architectural statement.

Clinton Gorden Parkhurst, a prominent realtor in the Santa Monica Bay area 
and Mayor of Venice, built the Parkhurst Building for retail shops and medical 
offices. As a member of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, Director of the Ocean 
Park Bank and Mayor of Venice, Parkhurst used his influence to promote 
the real estate possibilities of the Santa Monica Bay region. As a promoter 
of the Santa Monica/Venice area, Parkhurst was familiar with the work of 
the architect Norman F. Marsh, designer of much of the City of Venice including 
Windward Avenue. By 1927 Norman F. Marsh had become one of the best known 
institutional architects in Southern California and the far west. His work 
includes Columbia Hospital, the University of Redlands and numerous schools and 
churches. Hence, when Parkhust decided to build a commercial building in 
Santa Monica he turned to Marsh's firm, Marsh, Smith and Powell. Marsh's 
partner, Herbert Powell, took primary design responsibility for the Parkhurst 
Building and credit for this Santa Monica landmark belongs to him. The 
building was intended for medical offices on the second floor and the first 
floor was designed for multiple uses. The ground level can be used to house 
one large store or four small ones. This built-in versatility has enabled 
the Parkhurst Building to be employed for a number of uses over the years 
without substantially altering the original building design. Tenants have 
included a bakery, small retail shops, political candidates, artists, 
animation studios, computer hardware designers, as well as doctors and lawyers.
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The nominated property occupies the 80 by 80 foot lot at the southwest cprner 
of Pier and Main Streets in Santa Monica, Los Angeles County, California.
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The Parkhurst Building has retained its original important design features and 
it is well known to citizens of the Santa Monica/Venice area. In 1977 the 
Parkhurst Building's importance to the Community was recognized by the City - 
of Santa Monica when it was declared a Santa Monica landmark.

Although much of the area around the Parkhurst Building has been leveled for 
redevelopment, there are a substantial number of buildings in the vicinity 
that were built during the 1920's. The Parkhurst Building retains most of 
its original fabric, design and character and is a pleasing reminder of 
Southern California in the 1920's.


