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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The late 18th and 19th century homes of the Little Plain area reflect
a shift in fashicnable residential building locations from the Bean
Hill section and the area around the old Norwichtown Green, both of
which abound in fine buildings of the Colonial Era, to the area round
lower Broadway and Union Street closer to the center of the growing
port city of Norwich. The rich variety of post-Revolutionary housing
types of this area are living reminders of the prosperity brought to
Norwich, first from trade and later from the many manufactories of
the region, Aside from the fine general architectural appearance and
value of the Little Plain area, there are sgyeral individually out-
standing examples of T"‘c—'sdez'al Greek Revival, and Victorian houses.’

The strength and rich plasticity of the Deacon Jabez Huntington House
(181 Broadway) built by Thomas Coit”in the full-blown late Georglan
style provides interesting contrast with its two more austere and
delicate Federal neighbors. This pair, the Hezekiah Perkins House
(185 Broadway) and the similar Deliitt-Sigourney House (189 Broadway)
are exceptionally fine exarples of an unusual house type built in
the Federalist manner,

The area contains five handsome Greek Revival houses, Three were built
during the height of the style and provide different, though equally
fine, solutions to the problem of converting the Greek temple into
single-family wood-frame houses, Two of these which stand next

to each other at 171 and 167 Broadway were stately mansions in

their time though they now suffer from different degrees of neglect.
The other two, similar to each other and built at a later date,

display the typical abstract geometricity of the Glassical style

with the surprisingly happy influence of high Victorian values.

There is also a variety of fine Victorian houses in the area. On
the western side of Little Plaln Park are two houses of the vaguely
Italianate tjpe made popular by New Haven architect Henry Austiny”
Across the park on the eastern side is a towered villa with more
direct Italien” Origins.

On lower Broadway is a pair of brick mansard-roofed structures, one..
with a Victorian version of "classical' trim, the otner, embell&shed
with pointed arches of the Gothic revivall” ;N N

Lo r
The seemingly rapid development of Huntington place makes it a 7%

built around 1875, and though each is different, they all
sirmilar stylistic quality. At the end of the street a vis T~
climax is provided by two towered Victorian houses hﬂlch ruﬁq%%;
each other.

rr
A
particularly interesting street. The majority of the hones:'erf?cb D }
e
gg

One other unigue late Victorian house(@B Union otreet iis composed of
an imaginative massing of forms including a thick ocUagonal tower.
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Description -—- The Little Plain Historic District

The steep gables, the shapes ana placement of the fenestration, and
the contrasts of textures give it the appearance of haphazard organic
growth usually associated with the High Victorian.

The area also includes a few late 19th and early 20th century shingle-
style houses which are not outstanding or unique but which are generally
fine examples of the type.

The City of Norwich is fortunate that there has been relatively little
building replacement, expecially in the residential areas. Rather, the

areas of new residential construction have tended to shift with the
times.,

Outstanding Houses of the Little Plain District

Delitt~Sigourney House
189 Broedvay

Built in the last querter of the 18th century, this was the hone
of Captain Jacob Deliitt} a prominent Norwich merchant. General
Lafayette“called on the DeWitts here during his last visit to
Norwich, In 1812 Lydia Huntley (¥Mrs. L.H. Sigourney, "The Sweet
Singer of Hartford") and Nancy Maria Hyde conducted a school here
for young girls. The dwelling is listed on the Historic American
Buildings Survey.

Hezeliah Perkins House
185 Broadway

Built around 1740. A4ltered 1775-1800, Ir, Perkins and Deacon ..
Jabez Huntirgton in 1811 gave the city the land now known as—~ .f?;¥A?
"ittle Plain Park." This building is also listed on,the/H;A;B.S{
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Woodhull House g e
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167 Broadway 5~i{§§>ﬁ9‘ 7

and s N N > T

Johnson House : RN v S

171 Broadvay NI TTEE%;\:\:

S AT
Both these Greek Revival Mansions are listed with HeA.B.S. e

U"These stately mansions, as well as the others in this area, reflect
that period (the early 1800's) of Norwich life when commerce and
textile industries flourished., The prosperous merchants and ship
ovners built their homes in this newly developed section of town

on Washington and Broadway." American Thermos lagazine July, 1959
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Descripticn — Qutstanding Houses of the Little Plain Historic District

'Ttalianate! Houses
126 Union Street
130 Union Street

Both of these homes date from the 1840's and are built in the
Italianate style popularized by Henry Austin noted Connecticut
architect of the mid 1800's,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The rich variety of post-revoluticnary housing types in the
Little Plains Area are living reminders of the prosperity
brought <o Norwich first from trade and later from manufacturing
in the area. The Historic District is unusual because within

a small area of about thirty acres are documented most of the
architectural styles which prosperous ‘wmericans preferred for
their domestic buildings between 1775 and 1875, It is an area

of distinguished homes, unified ard harmonious despite its
variety thanks to the open space provided by the triangular
Little Plain Park and the narrow green about which the residences
of Huntington Place cluster. Although several distinguished houses may
be singled out, it is the totality which makes the impression and
this is a result of the combination of Victorian, Greek Revival,
and Federal style buildings which conpose the district.

Thus the Little Plain area is important historically and aesthetically
because it documents 19th century taste in domestic architecture,
because it is an interesting and pleasing aesthetic whole which

is focused on a small park, and because it serves as & reminder of

the social and eccnomic history of the town recalling the prosperity
of a growing merchant class in the late 18th and 19th centuries.




"Proposed Little Flain Historic District, Norwich, Connecticut,®
published by the Historic District Commission, liovember, 1969.

A

Historic American Buildings Survey: CONE-249 s CONN=-257, CONMN 258, and
COM 262

LI, C'HKeefe and C.3, Doroshevich, Norwich Historic Homes and Families
LaE

Stonington, Conn.: The Pequot Press, 1967.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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