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7. DESCR PTI ON

The village of Qushman |ocated northeast of Arherst Center is bordered on the
northeast by t he Hol yoke Range andi straversed by theMill River, a tributary
of the Connecticut River. Part of Amherst, thevillage lies onthe alluvial

plain of t he Connecticut River where farmng andindustry co-existed fromt he

18th century. A small, late 18th and 19th century mill village, Qushnan's
existence andlimits were defined by itsproximty totheriver withits
useful falls. |tsseparate anddiscreet character as avillage within greater

Amher st has been maintained tothepresent. Thecenter of thevillagei s
defined by t he Gonmon bridge andfive major roads closely lined withbuildings
that arepredomnantly mpbdest 19th century frame residences, a school, and
general store. There arenunerous outbhuildingsi nthedistrict consisting of

smal | livestock barns, garages, anda fewpoultry sheds which maintainthe
historic association between manufacturing andagriculture i nQushman. No
mill buildings areextant. There areremins along theriver, however, of a
dam penstock, and wheel house associated with a waxed paper mill, and
foundations of a paper mill building. Vacant lots andlarge side |ots

throughout thedistrict contributetothefeeling of Qushnan as a small,
largely 19th century workers' village. Post-1930 buildings and19th century
houses that have been altered or converted tomultifam |y usehave been
described as noncontributing; however, their scale, setting, and workmanship
have remai ned consistent andtheintegrity of thedistrict hasbeen retained.

GOON AL PER (D (pre-1775)

During theColonial Period, several mills were built along theMill River for
the purpose of supplying local needs tofarm famlies such as a gristmill,
sawm ||, andtextile mlls. I naddition there was a blacksmth anda potash

works. Residences of theperiod were generally sinple frame cottages. The
two houses remaining i nQushnman from t he Col onial Period are 1 1/2-story
cottages with symmetrical facades, central entrances, and wi ndows placed tight
to thecornice line. Characteristicof Qushman's architecturefrom these
earliest exanples onward i stherelative simplicity of thedesignand
ornament. | nconparison with Arherst Center, where high stylearchitecture
was nore consistentlydesigned, Qushman's buildings are stylistically
differentiated by minimal changes t otheir form andconservative decorative
features such as door and wi ndow surrounds. The two houses described bel ow
are theearliest extant structures i nQushman andillustrate this point.

(continued)
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The Samuel Henry House. 107 Henry Street (MHC #1050, ca. 1770), isa 1l 12
story, five-bay, frame cottage with a granite foundation and ti nroof. The
broad pitch tothegable roof, center chimey and high facade wi ndow pl acement
are indications of a Georgian building, although door and w ndow surrounds are
not distinguishableas Georgian. The rear el | and additions date fromthe
19th century as does a small gabled equipnment barn with vertical board siding
and a metal roof.

The Adans House, 25 Leverett Road (MHC #1023, ca. 1760), i stheother 18th
century cottage i nQushman that retains itsarchitectural integrity. The
broad pitch of thegable roof and facade wi ndow placement close t ot heeaves
are simlar totheHenry House, although this exanple i sonly three bays

wi de. The clapboarded building has a granite foundation and | ow stone
retaining walls on two sides. | tsits onasmll rise at thejunction of
three main roads, a slight distance from theMill River.

FECERAL PER D (1775- 1830)

The Federal Period was t hebeginning of theindustrialization of Qushman and
al though farmng continued, there areno representative exanples of the
Federal -style farmhouse such as those i nEast Amherst, South Amherst, North
Amherst and t hecenter of Arherst. However, a nunber of cottages which are
transitional between theFederal and Greek Revival styles survive fromthe
Federal Period. They areclustered along Bridge Street, above the Mil|
River. Again, they aresinple i nform and ornament.

The Bolles House. 126 Bridge Street. (MHC #1025, ca. 1820), was formerly a
blacksm th shop conveniently sited near theforge on theriver. Between 1869
and 1873, theshop was converted into a residence. | tisabroad, 1
1/2-story, three-bay cottage with itsw ndows placed close under the eaves
simlar tobuildings of theColonial Period. The building i ssimlarin
design, i fnot identical, totwo adjacent, contenporary houses at 110 and 116
Bridge Street, but has been modified by therecent addition of a projecting
facade, porch, a deck, and garage.

The Manning Roberts House. 110 Bridge Street (MHC #1029, ca. 1820), i s a

1 1/2-story, five-bay, center entrance cottage simlar totheRoberts house of
ca. 1830 on Bridge Street and totheBolles house. |t features agranite
foundation and brick center chimey. Geek Revival elements include thew de
cornice-band trim and door surround with three-pane sidelights above beveled
panels flanked by engaged pilasters. All windows are six-over-six double-hung

(continued)
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sash. A side el | extends off tothenorth and appears tobe original.

Al'though thelocations of theearliest saw and grist mills are generallyknown
fromearly maps and descriptions, there are no above-ground remains, and |ater
mlls were often built on these sites totake advantage of theriver's head at
that location, further obscuring them

EARLY | NDUSTR AL PER (D (1830-1870)

The majority of extant structures i nthevillage were built i nthe Geek
Revival style during the€Early Industrial period. They range from nodest

1 1/2-story cottages that were often themill workers' hones, to larger,
two-story residences that turn their gable ends tothestreet i nimtation of
the tenple form The latter were nore often themill owners' homes. \While
the Gothic Revival, Italianate, Stick, and Queen Anne styles appeared

el sewhere i ngreat numbers, Qushrman's conservative approach to architecture
led tothelong persistence of Greek Revival into the 1880s, and no exanples
of thestyles remin. The J.R Qushman House, now gone, was an ornate
Italianate-style building, but by 1873 one third of t hehousing i nQushman was
owned by themill families for their workers and this nmay i npart have
determned thetown's appearance.

The Roberts House. 116 Bridge Street (M #1026, ca. 1830), i sone of a group
of five 1 1/2-story Geek Revival cottages of simlar siting and scaleto
those built near themills a decade earlier. This exanple features a granite
foundation and central chimey. Synthetic siding obscures some architectural
detail, however, theentrance has been retained and suggests the degree of
craftsmanship that i stypical of theperiod i nQushman. Engaged pilasters,
flanked by half length sidelights support a full entablature. A single story
ell was probably added t othesouth elevation at a later date. The housei s
sited quite close tothemin road, with Iittle frontage or back acreage.

The George Howard House. 131 Bridge Street (MHC #1024, ca. 1845), i s
representative of thelarger-scale Geek Revival house. Two storiesi n

height, i tpresents itsgable endtothestreet, creating a pedinment with
complete eaves returns. Corner pilasters support a wde corniceboard, and
first-story windows arefull length. Part of thehouse was used briefly as a

store i nthesecond half of the19th century, and i ti snost likely from this
time that theporch with it ssecondary gable and turned supports, and the

brackets at t he eaves, were added. Architecturally, i ti sone of the nore
architecturally elaborate residences i nQushman. The house, typically, was
sited close tothemin road and was oriented toward theowner's mill below.

(continued)
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The Gates House, 33 Bridge Street (MHC #1047, ca. 1850), i sa 2 1/2-story,
five-bay, center entrance house which presents a pedimented gable endto the
street. The wi de cornice and cornerboards and door surround with a dentilled
entabl ature, panelled pilasters and 2/3 sidelights arerelatively elaborate

G eek Revival-style details i nthecontext of Qushnan. The two-story addition
to therear dates fromthe 1970s. The railroad was constructed a few steps
from themain facade of this house i n 1866.

Lewis Draper's Tavern. 86 Bridge Street (MHC #1030, 1856), i ssimlarin
proportion and siting totheGates House. Two and a half stories i n height,
it also i sfive bays wide, south facing, and has a center entrance withthe
pedi mented gable end toward thestreet. The door surround features Geek
Revival sidelights; however, both theentry and first floor w ndows have been
altered. Recent remodeling has added al uminumsiding and coilstock, new
doors, glass brick sidelights, and shortened wi ndows. The four-bay depth of
the house i sgreater than t he Gates House and suggests it suse as a public
house i nthemnmi d 19th century.

At 111 Bridge Street i sthesite of theformer Ephrai mQshnan Honest ead,
which burned i n1988. A reconstruction of the Geek Revival Qushnan house was
erected at 99 Bridge Street. The present building known as t he "new Keet
house" i sa two-story, five-bay, center-entrance structure, gable end to the
street, with abrick foundation, a full front porch, and six-over-six and

si x-over-nine windows. The design was derived from plans and photographs that
were t ohave been used for therehabilitation of theol dhouse.

A group of Greek Revival residences dating from this period arelocated on
Pine and Henry Streets. The dwellings on Henry Street are of small scale with
nmodest architectural detail while thehomes on Pine Street, which date
approximately tenyears later, are somewhat |arger and nore detailed
stylistically.

The mi || owner Ephrai mRoberts House. 528 Pine Street (MHC #1039, ca. 1840),
is onthecorner of Pine and Henry Streets and i sthenost architecturally
detailed residence on theeast side of thevillage center. A Geek Revival
structure with High Victorian Gothic details that were added i nt he 1880s,
this house unfortunately i sbadly deteriorating. Three bays wi de and gable
end tothestreet, thehouse has a Greek Revival entrance with engaged,
panelled pilasters flanking thefull-length sidelights beneath a dentilled
entablature. The added High Victorian Gothic detail, which was locally
manufactured, includes vergeboards with a scroll and loop pattern, and

(continued)



NPS Fom 10-900-a OMB  AppmniNo. 1004-0018

(G2

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Cushman Village Historic District
Amherst (Hampshire County)
Section number :(—Z Page —2 Massachusetts

sawtooth trim above an entry porch with a Tudor-style arch and lattice sides.
Wen t herailroad was laid, this house was right i nitspath, soi t was noved
froma lot onBridge Street toitspresent site i n 1866.

The mill owner Reuben Roberts House. 83 Henry Street (MHC #1052 ca. 1840), i s
one of three nodest Greek Revival residences on t heeast edge of Qushrman
center. e and a half stories, thehouse i sthree bays wide onitsnain
facade and has a side entry with sinple pilaster supporting the entablature.
A w de cornice board i senmbellished with a molding detail i sunusual i n
Qushman: a square-cut architrave band on thefriezeboardthat i s
proportionally larger than on nost contenporary houses. The derelict barn
dating fromthel1l9thcentury totherear of theproperty i ssited at an
oblique angle tothe street.

The Barnard House. 58 Henry Street (MHC #1056, ca. 1856), i stypical of thel
1/2-story Greek Revival houses on Henry Street that aresited gable end to the
street. Simlar totheRoberts' houses i nsiting near theroad, i nscale and
sinple detail, this exanple features a three bay facade, wi de cornice trim on
the side elevations, and anicely detailed entrance of sinple board pilasters
supporting a wi de entablature. A 1 1/2-story ell with a slate roof, a

carriage shed, and a woodshed were added t ot hehouse. This i sone of the few
remai ni ng exanpl es of attached outbuildingsi nQushman. The stone retaining
wal | and wal kway may date from theperiod of construction.

Continuing east past the Qushnan house on Bridge Street i sthePeter Ingram
House, 51 East Leverett Road. (MHC #1076, 1846). Closely related i nitssmall
scale and proportiontoits@eek Revival neighbors on Henry Street, this
house has architectural detail not apparent on theearlier Geek Revival
residences. Gable endtothestreet, thethree-bay facade has a recessed
entry. The builder's uncertainattempt tointegrate front and side elevation
details i sapparent at thedoor surround where thenorth pilaster framesthe
doorway with it sfour-pane sidelight, but thesouth pilaster and it scapital
overlap thecornerboard. Side elevation cornice trim includes both an
architrave and frieze, which i sunusual i nQushnan, as arethe frieze-band
wi ndows on t henorth elevation. The house i ssited onarise with the Mill
River flowing totherear.

Returning tothevillage center, the Fanny Roberts House, at 39 Bridge Street
(MHC #1034, ca. 1840), i sanother i ntheseries of 1 1/2-story
gable-end-to-the-street Greek Revival houses. This exanple, however, i s
transitional toGothic Revival i nstyle with itscross gable and second-story

(continued)
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Gothic Revival windows (which were removed i nthelate 1970s). The typical

G eek Revival door surround i s conposed of wi de pilasters supporting a full
entablature. This i sa second exanple of attached outbuil dingsi nQushman,
with a rear addition andell added after m d century. The detached horse barn
that conpletes thedooryard i sa small, 1 1/2-story frame structure with
vertical board siding.

Also i nthecenter of Qushman, and anong t he Pine street group of Geek
Revival houses dating from the 1850s, i s517 Pine Street (ca. 1850), a nodest
G eek Revival sidehall plan house. | tissimlar i nsiting and proportionsto
two adjacent residences on theeast end of Pine Street.

The house at 436 Pine Street (MHC #1078, ca. 1859), 1 1/2 stories and gable
end tothestreet, has a nore steeply pitched roof, which i scharacteristic of
the late Geek Revival houses built i nthe 1850s and into the 1860s i n Qushnan
Village. The recessed entry, facade proportions, and roof pitch are simlar
to 528 Pine Street, at theeasternmost end of Pine. Both houses feature

full-length shutters on thesidelights and vergeboards i nthegable. A long
side el l on theeast elevation with an enclosed shed roof porch i sa later
addi tion.

The Parsons House at 435 Pine Street (MHC #1045, ca. 1860) follows the late

G eek Revival trends with itsnore steeply pitched roof and taller proportions
simlar tothose at 436 Pine Street. The door surround features sinple
pilasters supporting a full entablature, and once again as at 51 East Leverett
Road, t hesurround overlaps thecornerboard. Narrow sidelights flankthe

door. An addition tothekitchen dates from t he 1980s.

428 Pine Street (MHC #1046, ca. 1860) i sthethird i nthegroup of late Geek
Revival buildings along this portion of Pine Street. MNow 2 1/2 storiesin
height, theconstruction has become nore utilitarian with no eaves returns,
and although siding nay obscure detail, i tisclear that this i sanore
standardi zed builder's house form found throughout Amherst dating from 1830t o
1880. The door surround i snarrow and has no sidelights. A one-story,
shed-roof bay was added on t hewest facade and an ell on t he north.

About twenty five of these standard builders houses were constructed i n
Qushnman during theEarly Industrial Period. OQutside thedistrict, theyare
clustered on Chestnut/Cottage Streets, Clifton, MLellan, Meadow, and
Sunderl and Roads, and were built tohouse both mill enployees and farm
famlies. An exanple of thelatter i sthehouse described next.

(continued)
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State Street parallels theM Il River and was thesite of two double houses

built during this period for mll workers. These houses, sited close to the
road as was customary i nQushnan, have neither front nor back yards, but
overlook themill sites on theriver. The m |l owler Thonas Jones Houses (ML
#1018 and 1019, ca. 1860) at 391 and 395 State Street follow t he sane
utilitarian form found i nthebuilders houses discussed above. Two-and-a-half
stories inheight, these double houses have sinple gable roofs with no
returns, narrow cornerboards, and only thenost utilitarian and standardized
architectural detail i ntheir wi ndow surrounds. Front porches were |ater
additions. 395 State Street retains sone 12 paned wi ndows. Stone and granite
were used for thefoundations of both buildings.

Built ca. 1870 at theend of theEarly Industrial Period, theTwin Qushman
House on East Leverett Road (MHC #1075) i sone of theseveral housesi n

Qushman with High Victorian Gothic trim  Qle other was t he Ephrai m Roberts
House (MHC #1039). While trim was added t o a basic Geek Revival house i n the
case of theRoberts house, theTwin Qushnman House i sHigh Victorian Gothici n
formas well as trim Reflecting itsstatus as thehone of a m |l owning
famly, it has thestyle's nmore conplicated and picturesque volumes with a

maj or cross gable, projecting bay, a second story oriel, and a recessed porch
entry. Asymmetrical side wings anchor thehouse toitssite onaridge
northeast of thevillage, overlooking them |l sites tothesouth.

LATE | NDUSTR AL/ EARLY MITERN PER (D (11870- 1940)

Wth thedecline i nindustry came a decline i nconstructioni nQushrman, and
there arerelatively fewbuildings dating fromthis period. Several have been
lost, such as therailroad station and a school house.

The Qushman School at 71 Henry Street i s Colonial Revival i nstyle and was
built i nl1927, thethird school constructed t oserve thevillage. The first
school, noted on t he 1856 map, was |located t ot heeast of thejunction of
State and Bridge Streets. By 1873, a new school had been erected on t he east
side of Henry Street (the parcel isstill owied by t he Town of Amherst). The
present building was constructed on t hewest side of Henry Street, almost
across fromtheol d school, which was demolished. This 1 1/2-story,

ganbrel -roofed building has two | arge end chimeys and a single-story gabled
entry block topped by a belltower. Details on theentry include an oculus
above a door surround with a transom and nultipaned sidelights, and narrow
flanking w ndows.

(continued)
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The house at 50 Henry Street (ca. 1900) i sone of t he fewhouses i n Qushman
which i sQueen Anne i nform which i stosaythat it hasa nore conplex plan
than it sfewcontenmporaries who derive their stylistic designation more by
ornament than by form  Set back from theroad on a slope, thehouse i s

2 1/2-stories inheight and has a cross gable onitsnorth facade. Three bays
wide, i tisentered through a small portico supported by turned posts and
ornamented by small brackets. Consistent with most of thebuildingsi n
Qushnman, ornament i s mnimal.

The Hol den House (MHC #1057), 28 Henry Street i sone of the few
Craftsman-style bungal ows i nQushman. Constructed ca. 1920, i ti sa one-story
residence with a |l owhipped roof, wide sheltering eaves, anddeeply recessed
center entrance characteristic of theCraftsman style. The axial plani s
enphasi zed by thesmall projecting roof pediment with atiny oculus.

Qushman's sol e comercial building dates from this period. Utilitari&ni n
style, thevillage general store i sa one-story building whose gable end faces
the Gommon. A cross-gabled, 1 1/2-story sectioni sattached tothe south
facade. Loading docks onthesouth andeast of this section may have been
associated with therailroad tracks that pass ontheeast side. The

cl apboarded store has a metal roof anda central door onthenorth facade
between twosingle-glazed display w ndows.

During this period, themills declined. Although thebuildings were used for
storage or |eased t oother conpanies for brief periods, thedecline couldnot
be stenmmed. The Roberts' mill burned, Qushnan Paper became bankrupt. The Red
Mill was demolished i n1938, andt he damwashed out about the sane time when
hurricane danmage i n1938was regi onwi de. The large, wood-frame buildings,
sone sited perpendicular andothers parallel totheriver, wereoccasionally
used for Saturday night dances well into the20th century, as they slowly fell
into disrepair. Photographs show that nobst of these mill buildings were three
stories inheight andat |east four bays wide, andwere frame construction.
Stone foundations of thebuildings andabutments remain ont hebanks of the
Mill River i nQushnan.

ARCHAEQ O3 CAL DESCRI PTI QN

While no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded i nthedistrict, or i n the
general area (within onemile), i tispossible that sites arepresent. The
physical characteristics of thedistrict, well drained soils onlevel to
moderately sloping terraces bordering the Qushman Brook/ M || River andHaw ey

(continued)
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Snanp drai nages, part of the Connecticut River system indicate favorable
locational criteria for native subsistence and settlement activities. Sone
areas such as theGeat Falls i ntheMi Il River may have been attractive
fishing locations for local native people. Although historic period
industrial devel opment has had an inpact on nany areas within thedistrict, a
moderate potential still remains for significant prehistoric resources.

There i sa high potential for significant historical archaeol ogical remains
within thedistrict. Nomills currently survivewithin thedistrict. At
least sixmills canbe identified from cartographic and secondary sources
around theGreat Falls. Structural remains of these mlls and related

buildings may survive i nthearea under later mill remins. A gristmll was
erected by Nathaniel Kellogg ca. 1739 near theGeat Falls. | nabout 1745
Kellogg also built a sawm |l downstream from his gristmll. During t hesane
period Ezra Rood operated a potash works close toKellogg's mills. At |east
two blacksmth's shops were also operated i nthis area. The Adans Mill, ca.
1759, was built as a fulling mill on a stream across from 24 Leverett Road and
nay have been located i nthedistrict. Each of these mlls and shops was
small i nscale, limted toproviding services for local residents. Duringthe

later 18th and 19th centuries, however, thescale of mlls grew as industrial
devel opnent because nore regional i nscope with an enphasis on paper and
textile mlls. Paper manufacture began i nthedistrict when Daniel Rowe built

amll i nl795 on thesouth bank of theMill River just west of Bridge
Street. 1 n1807 theRowe Mi Il was replaced by t heRoberts Mill after it,

pur chase by Reuben Robets and incorporation i n1809 as t he Roberts Brothers
Mill. COher early 19th century mills include thelngram Mill (ca. 1873) just

north of theM Il River and t heDickinson and Wieel ock Mills, both textile
mlls located west of Factory Hollow. Each of these mlls was a wooden frane
mll built on stone foundations, indicating thepossibility for substantial
bel ow ground-remains. Several of thestone foundations from these mills nay
be visible along theriver. During them d 19th century, paper mills
continued tobe built along theMill River i nthedistrict. 1 n1835 the
Qushnan Brothers Paper Mill was built on thenorthern bank of theriver above
the main village area. This mill may actually | i eoutside the district
boundary. About thesane time period, theRoberts Brothers erected a second
mll, thelLower Mill, on thenorthern bank of theriver west of their first
mll. This mll operated from 1835 t 0 1902. | n 1859 t he Qushmans added a

| eather board mill tothearea on thenorthern bank of theriver east of the
Roberts Mill. I naddition totheRoberts' M Ils noted above, three additional

(continued)
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mll sites with foundations arevisible i nthedistrict today. The ca. 1890
Qushnan Paper Mill i sstill visible onlot 6A-64. Conponents of theca. 1910
American Waxed Paper Mill arelocated onl ot 6A65 with portions of the ca.

1910 Waxed Paper Mill on | ot 6A 65.

In addition tothestructural remains of mll buildings near theriver,

wat erpower-related remains can also be identified for 19thcentury mlls and
probably exist for 18th century mills as well. The remnins of a dam
penstock, and wheel house possibly associated with a waxed paper mill ca. 1910
are present on thewest side of thepresent bridge i nparcel 6A-5. The

wheel house may have originally been derived from t he ol der Qushnan Paper Mill
| ocated closer totheriver. The Waxed Paper M|l was supplied with water

from a stone dam whose remains | i eon both sides of Qushman Brook (Mill River)
east of thepresent bridge in parcel 6A-65. An earlier dam also existedi n
this area as indicatedby thepresence of amill pond at this location i n an

1873 Atlas. Other probable waterpower-related survivals associated with
nonextant 18t hthrough 20th century mills i nthearea include t heremins of
headraces and tailraces bringingwater toand frommills. Some of these
canals or m |l races arevisible today.

Structural remains of residential buildings also likely survive i n the
district with most remains likely near theriver as a result of hilly terrain
in thearea and t hegeneral need for residents tobe near mills and the
river. Only two Colonial Period homes survive i nthedistrict. The Henry
House (ca. 1770) i slocated at 107 Henry Street with t he Adans House (ca.
1760) at 25 Leverett Road. Only one additional 18th century hone survives,
the 1780 Roberts House on Bridge Street. Oher Colonial Period and later 18th
century survivals arelikely present i nthedistrict focusing on t heHenry
Street, Leverett Road and Bridge Street |ocales. Archaeological survivals of
Federal Period houses may be present through thedistrict but are probably
concentrated along Bridge Street near theMill River where several extant
structures arepresent. Archaeological survivals of later houses spanningthe
Early Industrial through Early Modern periods arealso likely present along
all of theroutes nentioned above. Single family houses characterize nost
residential survivalsfor allperiods. Beginning i ntheEarly Industrial
Period, worker's housing also develops.

Structural remains also likely survive from a variety of other buildings no
| onger extant. Agricultural-related structures may survive from the 18th and
19th centuries though no exanples are known. Early 19th century renmains of a
blacksmth's shop and forge may be present at theBolles House, 126 Bridge

(continued)
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Street. The shop was converted to a residence between 1869 and 1873. The m d
19th century remains of a passenger andfreight depot may be present behind

the Radcliffe Store at 492 Pine Street. The 19th century remains of a

school house are also probably present east of the junction of State and Bridge
Streets.

Occupational -related features (trash pits, privies, wells) are likely withall

mill buildings as well as other commercial, civic, andresidential structures
no |longer extant andthose still standing. Occupational-relatedfeatures
associated with mill remains probably focus ontrash areas resulting from mill

production. Trash pits, privies andwells are probably present with nost
other structural types, particularlythose from the 18th through md 19th
centuries.

(end)

8. STATEMENT OF SI GN FI CANCE

Qushman is a secondary mill village northeast of Amherst Center. |t satisfies
National Register criteria A andC as an extant grouping of late 18th, 19th,
and early 20th century buildings andmill sites related t othe paper millsand
a variety of short-lived, small-scale industrial activities that were the
economi ¢ basis of the village throughout the 19th andearly 20th centuries.

It is significant under criterion Cas an exanple of the so-called early
"Rhode Island" family-style mill village, whose workers' housing was adapted
from extant single-famly housing or built as single famly incontrast to
that of nearby Hol yoke where the workers' housing was built t o accomrodate
large nunbers of single workers i n boardinghouses andfamlies inmultifamily
row houses or tenements. Qushnan's period of significance extends from the
construction of the earliest surviving building (ca. 1760) t othe abandonment
of industrial activity (ca. 1940).

Throughout the years, the village has been called North Arherst City, nore
locally "The City," andfinally Qushman (i n1930), but itsintegrity asa
community has remained intact. |t contains nodest workers' housing, early
19th century cottages, mill owners' residences, md-19th century buildings, a
late 19th century general store, a 20th century school, anda Gommon; t he
latter has changed shape t oacconmodate railroad andstreet realignments.

(continued)
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The buildings i nQushnman are generally i ngood condition. There arefour 19th
century mill sites with primarily foundations and abutments remaining fromthe
industrial activity of this period.

1738-1795: LACAL | NDUSTRY FOR LGCAL NEHOB

The land north and east of Mill River in Amherst was part of Hadl ey and was
initially distributed by theHadley Proprietors i n1738. As elsewherei n
Hadl ey, settlers cleared theland and began farmng i nthearea that wasto
become Qushnan. However, thehilly land was nuch less suitable to farmng,
and settlement was limted tothefewareas of good farmand and secondary
hillside parcels used as pasture. Final distribution of land i nthearea was
made i n1742, but settlement was not rapid.

According toDavid John Miller i nQushman: Village i na Changi ng Landscape
(Uvass., 1978): "Although thestandard land divisionswere followed where
possible, thehilly terrain and irregular roadways reflect thedifficulty of
applying that to Qushman's land forms."

However, one of themajor physical features of Qushnan i stheMill River
(Qushman Brook), a narrow stream conpressed by rock outcroppings, which flows
from t henortheast i nlLeverett and Shutesbury, westerly toPuffer's Pondand
Hadl ey, and English settlers were drawn tothis area because of the M|l

River. |t was an abundant water resource with apparently anple hydraulic

head. As early as 1739, thetown of Hadl ey had given Nathaniel Kellogg
permssion toerect agristmll "atthegreat falls" on theMll River.

Taking advantage of thepower of thestream and thelocal denand for |unber,
Nat haniel Kellogg had built a sawm |l downstream from his gristmill by August
of 1746. Close toKellogg's mll, Ezra Rood had a potash works. | n addition,

two blacksmths were operated nearby and, closer tothe Conmon, Peck's| nn

(the later Qushman/ Keet House, now denolished) was a well-known stopping
place. By 1759, when Amherst was set of f as a district of Hadl ey, John Adans
had purchased theland at thejunction of Arherst-Leverett Road and Qushrman
Roads. He bhuilt thehouse at 24 Leverett Road (MHC #1023) and began operating

a small mill on thestream across the road.

Mill activity during the 18th century was limted toproviding servicesfor
local inhabitants. 1 n1775 there were at least six mills along M Il River

including thegristmll, sawm ||, and fulling mill, providing flour, lunber,
and textiles toNorth Amherst and East Hadl ey residents. The 18th century

mll structures were mostly obliterated by later industrial development, but

there i sa chance that sone subsurface features may survive.

(continued)
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VWhile mlls were thenmpst prominent activity tobegin i ntheareanorth of
Amherst center, farmng was always a suppl ementaryoccupation. Land was |ess
abundantly available than along thebanks of the Connecticut River; however,
the crops raised were thesane as i nthenearby agricultural settlements of
Hadl ey and Hatfield. The first staple crops were wheat and Indian corn, later
rye, oats, barley, flax, peas, beans, and punpkins were added. e of
Qushman's earliest farms still has a portion of agricultural land associated
with it the Samuel Henry House at 107 Henry Street (MHC #1050, ca. 1770).

The hilly terrain and theneed for access tothemlls encouraged village
residents tocluster their homes near theriver. The pattern of small,
irregular lots, with houses close together, was distinctly different fromthe
norm of Amherst's agricultural villages, giving rise tothedesignation "North
Amherst City" by theearly 19th century. The 18th century houses that survive
in Qushman are all broad, side-gabled, 1 1/2-story cottages. The Adans House
(MHC #1023, 25 Leverett Rd., built 1760) i sthebest preserved exanple,

al though theHenry house (MHC #1050, 107 Henry St., built 1770) and t he
Roberts House (MHC #1032, 74 Bridge St., built ca. 1770) echo t he standard
form

1795-1835: EARLY | NDUSTR AL CEVE-QPMENT

The general encouragenment of American manufacturing i ntheearly 19th century
had a substantial inmpact on thevillage of Qushnan, where paper and textile
mlling expanded i nfits and starts along theMill River.

Research by John S Wlson (University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Department

of Planning and Landscape Architecture, research paper, 1976), indicates that
paper maki ng i n Arherst was begun about 1795 by Daniel Rowe and expanded i n the
19th century when Rowe's paper mill was purchased by Reuben Roberts (1807) and
incorporated i n1809 as t he Roberts Brothers' mill. They produced writing
paper, which was sold i nAlbany, New York. The Rowe Mill was on t he south

bank of theMill River, just west of theBridge Street bridge. It was

replaced by t he Roberts mill.

Several entrepreneurs attenpted touse theMill River fortextile production.
As early as 1815, Ebenezer Ingram a former innkeeper, had a half interestin
agrist-mill andhalf interest i nafulling mll. The other half interest
bel onged t ohi s son Peter. Ebenezer died i n1819 and by 1825, Peter owned
half interest i na fulling mll, agrist-mill, aclothier shop, and a mill
house as well as a carding works. Five years later a marlin clothes works was
added t ohi s holdings. Peter Ingrams mill, located just north of the Mill

(continued)
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River on t hewest side of Bridge Street, i snoted onthe 1833 nap. Ingram and
LM Hill of Arherst had a partnershipwhich they dissolved shortly after a
mll fire i n1847. 1 n 1849 Ingram |left thearea for Fon du Lac, W sconsin.

Thomas Jones, Ebenezer Dickinson, and Dana Wheel ock were also mill owners
involved inwool or cottontextile productioni nthefirst half of the 19th
century, although both Dickinson and Weel ock | ocated their mlls tothewest

at Factory Hollow. (nhe of themill owners with persistent bad | uck was
Ebenezer Dickinson 2nd, who constructed a cottonmill i ntheHollow i n 1809.
H began with very little experience i neither milling or business. Faced
with financial failure, i n1814 his business was legally incorporatedunder a
new busi ness manager. Even with this change i n nanagenent, themill failed
and Dickinson's stock of cotton was inpounded by thesheriff. Dickinson
retaliated by breaking into themill and taking what he believed was
rightfully his yarn. | twas later retrieved fromhis attic and Dickinson |eft

Qushnan for Ohio, laying a curse on themills along theriver predicting
destruction by fire and financial ruin.

A series of fires occurred both before and after Dickinson's curse.

Consi stent use of wood-franme mill construction, combined with theuse of
sawdust as an absorbent floor covering, and sparks produced by theaction of
iron toiron gears, were continual fire hazards. Those conditions and t he
lack of firefighting equi pment i nQushman contributed tothefinancial ruin of
many small investors.

Qushman residents, thinly scatteredover difficult terrain or clustered around
the Mill River, were not inclined toorganize a separate parish and erect a
meetinghouse. Most residents attended t he Congregational Church in North
Amherst, about amle totheeast, although some people worshipped at the
Second Congregational Church i nEast Amherst, about a mle i ntheother
direction.

Prior to 1826, when t he North Anmherst Congregational parish was organized,
prayer meetings i ntheNorth Anherst area (including Qushman) had been heldi n
hones on North Pleasant Street. Wen residents did decide tofind an
appropriate site for a meetinghouse toserve this area, there was conflict:
"Problens of location and of financing led t oprolonged discussion. Several
fam lies, including theinfluential Kelloggs, favored locating i nQushman,
near themlls." (Gary, History of the Second Congregational Church, p.3). At
the other extreme, theRussells, who were two mles west of North Amherst
Center, raised objections, citing not only thedistance but also t heabsence
of suitable water at "The City" (i.e., Qushman).

(continued)
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The conpromise was tobuild thechurch (constructedi n1826) at thecorner of
Vst (North Pleasant Street) and Pine Streets i n North Amherst Center outside
of thedistrict. Oliver Dickinson's contribution of Iand andhis willingness
to pay for theconstructionof thechurch were a key factors i nselection of
the site. The burying ground for North Amherst and The City was laid out ca.
1801 on thenorth end of East Pleasant Street, slightly closer toThe City
than t oNorth Amherst. The first wedding totake place i ntheNorth Amrherst
Church (April 11, 1827) involved a Qushman worman. | t was t hemarriage between
Joel Baker and Harriet Kellogg. Harriet was thedaughter of WIlliamKellogg,
a farmer on North East Street who served as a Selectman i n 1830.

Two Qushrman residents played important roles i ntheearly years of the North
Anmherst Church. Reuben Roberts, one of thethree m |l owners i nQushman, was
very active, serving on theNorth Amherst parish commttee ca. 1826-1840.
Roberts, who planted maple trees along Bridge Street i n1835 (predatingthe
Village Inprovenment Society organized at theend of the 19th century), was
active i nlocal and state politics and also served as theRepresentativeto
the General Court during this period and on the school conmmittee i n Amherst.
Ephrai m Qushman, another "City" mill owner, was a charter nenber of the North
Amher st Congregational Church and his son, Ephraim Jr., joined i n1836 (James
Smith, Families of Amherst, pp. 31, 175).

The nunber of buildings surviving i nQushman from theearly industrial period
is relatively small, since nmost of themills either burned or were rebuilt i n
the late 19th century. The houses that do survive are generally 1 1/2-story
Federal cottages. The Roberts Houses (MHC #1026 & 1029, 116 & 110 Bridge St .,
1820-1830) areboth five-bay, side-gabled cottages with sidelights at the
entrance and early Geek Revival door surrounds. The Bolles House (MHC #1025,
126 Bridge St., ca. 1820) was originally constructed as a blacksmth's shop,
but i ssimlar inplan and detailing totheRoberts Houses.

1835-1900: | NDUSTRI AL GO/VH A\D DECLI NE

The early industrial experimentationwas followed after 1835 by a fairly
stable and prosperous period, during which the Qshman mills fit into a
regional network of supply and distribution supported initially by turnpike
and canal systens, and later by therailroad.

By 1850 t he advancenent of therailroad encouraged devel opment throughout New
Engl and, and industry flourished along small streans and rivers. The opening
of therailroad t oAmherst i n1853 and t o Qushnan Village i n1866 provided an

(continued)
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inexpensive and reliable way totransport rawmaterials and toship finished
products tomarket, improving profits and further increasing theincentive for
manufactur ing.

According t o The Qushman Preservation Committee, the Qushman industries hel ped
determne theroute of theNew London and Northern railroad through the
village. A freight station was erected behind theRackliffe store (492 Pine
Street, ML #1041) and a passenger and freight depot was created (no longer
extant).

Anot her benefactor of therailroad was thefarmer who was able t o ship
produce, particularly dairy production tourban markets such as Hol yoke.
Broom corn becane an inportant crop i ntheregion during this period and i n
Qushnan conpl enented industry by itsuse i nthelocal paper industry for

Wr appi ng paper.

Wien competition from t hewest caused a decline in broomcorn profits after
the Civil War, tobacco took over as a mgjor crop i ntheregion. Afew
remaining tobacco barns i nQushman arewitness tothevillage's participation
in growing this crop, although i twas on arelatively small scale conparedto
nei ghboring towns of Hatfield, Sunderland, WWately and Hadley. VWhile there
were certainly Qushman residents who were strictly farmers, i nthe Qushman
district residents balanced work on small pieces of farmand with work i n the
mlls, or took inmllworkers as boarders.

Bet ween 1835 and 1859, additional paper mlls were built along theMi Il River,
as thesuccessful combination of business expertise and marketable products

was sought. |1 n 1835 thelocal Qushman brothers established a paper m |l on
the north bank at a site above thevillage, near theleverett town line. The
Roberts brothers responded t o thecompetition by erecting a Lower Mill on the
north bank of theriver, just west of their first mll. 1 n 1859 t he Qushnans
added a leatherboard mill on thenorth bank of theriver just east of the
Roberts mill.

The Qushman and Roberts families continued tomaintain and expand their
milling operations, while other mlls burned and/or closed. Both conpanies
were involved in papermaking. The Roberts' mill produced paper (andlater,
strawboard) from 1807 t o 1894 and t he Qushman mi | | produced paper, strawboard,
and |eatherboard between 1835 and 1902. The Qushrmans continued toownthe
"Red Mill" west of the Qushman districtuntil the1930s. |t appears that
these mill owners were successful businessmen who were able todiversify their
products and keep prices competitive.

(continued)
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The 1850 United States Census lists several Qushman family nenbers as

paper makers: John, Ephraim EphraimJr., George, Avery, Mses E, and John S
ranging i nage from 65 (John) to 11 (John S.). The business directory of 1869
included this description of manufacturing in Anmherst:

"At North Amherst City, J.R Qushnan and Son have twomills i n operation,
enpl oying about 30 hands. At one mill artificial leather i smade from scrap

| eather, old ropes, etc. and i sused principally for inner soles. Their sales
are large, amounting t o $40,000 annually. They turn out about 250 tons of

| eather per year. At theother mill, strawboard i smade, of which they turn
out about 150 tons yearly, thesales of which amount t o $15,000 annually."

Another prominent mill famly i nQushnan included Ephrai m Roberts, Reuben
Roberts, and George Roberts, listed i nthe 1869 directory as papermakers: "R
Roberts and Go. also runs twomills, making straw wrapping paper and
strawboard. They manufacture 200 tons and their sales amount t o $20, 000.
This firm i sconposed of Reuben, George R, WL and Manning Roberts."

The strawboard that accounted for a large percentage of thebusiness of both
firm was described i ntheHanpshire Franklin Express of June 15, 1855: "The
editors...have been shown sanples of wrapping paper nade from broom corn
stal ks by theHadl ey Manufacturing G. | twould be alittle aid and confort
if theprocess could be so inproved... that good newspaper coul d be
manufactured, prices having ruled so high for a fewyears as to materially

| ower thepockets of many a printer. However, i fnothing nore than wrapping
paper canbe made, it will at |east render valuable something which i snow
al mst worthless...the inventors of theprocess areM. E and M. J. Qushnan
of this town."

The process, as reported on March 28, 1856, included an equal m x of straw and
rye stalks, which were bleached. "The value of this invention can be inferred
from [the fact that] ryestraw i sworth $7,000 while corn stalks are free."
The inventive Qushrman brothers created another synthetic process i n 1859 when
they developed a process for making |eather from scrap. | twas reportedly
equally good as thebest tanned leather. At that time themain building was a
five-part conplex, with an additional building called thebeater, another for
drying, another for finishing, three for storage and seven other buildings at
the lower mill. The upper mill had three buildings.

Paper maki ng became a major industry i nlarger cities, although i nthe 1860s
Qushnan provided tons of newsprint totheNw York Tribune.

(continued)
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"I'n general... the rather small scale of operation in Arherst prevented it from
conpeting advantageously with themlls in nore urban areas as the century
wore t oa close. The paper industry in Amherst peaked in value producedi n
the 1870s. Availability of greater power, railroad access and accessibility
of rawmaterial (intheform of log drives) provided themills of Hol yoke and
other centers with advantages which not only contributed totheir rise but
also tothedecline of small, rural, family-styleoperations such as those of
Amherst." (Wlson, p.9)

Wiile theowners of themills arerelatively well known, theworkers areless
visible., Statistics from 1837 indicate that thetwo paper mills in Anherst
enpl oyed eleven nen and seven wonen. Three years later, the 1840 census
records indicate that Wlliam H Smith housed four wonen between t he ages of
15 and 20, seven between 20 and 30, and three nen, i nadditiontofamly

nmenbers. Although listing his occupation i nthedirectory as a farmer, it is
unlikely that he used tenadditional people tohelp himfarm his 26 acres. 1t
is more likely that he farmed and also rana boardi nghouse. Far less |abor
intensive than textile mill operations, papermlls were able tocarry ona

tradition known as the "Rhode |sland" system which principally used famlies
for their labor force and used extant single-famlyhouses or built
single-fam |y houses rather than thelarge boardinghouses and | ater tenenents
that characterize contenporary New England textile mlls on thenodel of
Lowel | and Hol yoke. Single workers lived as boarders with local famlies, and
fami lies who worked i nthemills rented single- fam |y houses owned byt he
mlls or bought houses i nthevillage. This characteristicof thepapermll
industry i slargely responsible for thecontinuing rural village aspect of
Qushman, which was not changed by an influx of immgrant workers i nthe shift
to large-scale production that took place i nthetextile industry. As if to
enphasi ze this, theonly double houses built for m Il workers i nQushrman
appear tobe thetwo on State Street built for one of Qushman's two textile
mlls, theThomas Jones mill.

Paper-making statistics areuseful i ntracking thenunber of people enployed
in thempjor industries i nQushman between 1838 and 1869. | n 1838, 18 people
were enployed in paper mills; i n1848, the nunber dipped to 10 and i n 1855
rose again t o 25 enployees. The 1869 Amherst directory listed approximtely
37 people involved with papermaking living just i nQushman, includingfactory
owners and partners. The small nunber of workers suggests the degree of
mechani zation that paper, strawboard, and |eatherboard production allowed.

(continued)
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According t ot he Statistics of theCondition and Products of Certain Branches
of Industry for Massachusetts (1838), there were 22 nen and 30 wonen enpl oyed
in woolen mills inAnherst i nboth The City (CQushnman) and Factory Hollow (to
the west of theproposed district). Tenyears later, thefigures dropped to
30 workers f or wool en goods, and 12 i ncotton mills.

In 1855 when t he Qushman and Roberts mills were valued at $24,000 i nstock,
they enployed 25 people, andthe 1869 directory lists at |east 37 people
living i nNorth Amherst City enployed i n paper or leather mills. There are
notations i nthedirectory indicating these people either owned or rented
homes i nQushman. Seven papernakers lived i nnearby North Amherst, to the
west, and nay have been enployed at either theRoberts mill or the Qushman
mlls. Several other men i nthedirectory arelaborers, andthey nmay have
worked i nthose mills.

Interestingly, census records of theperiod 1850-1880 do not list large groups
of boarders i nNorth Anmherst City. Any specified boarders were at that time
day |aborers, w dows, and/or young children between 9 and 11 years, and even
then t he nunber of boarders was very |low. Sone peopl e had one or two
boarders, such as Sara Hardaker, aged 50, who had three sons aged 17, 19, and
21 working i nthepapermlls i n1870. | n 1870 she had twonmal e boarders who
also worked i nthepapermlls. Charles Wlliams, a 25-year-old leather mill
enpl oyee, had a househol d that included Martha (35, who kept house, and Ann
(13), plus twoboarders from Prussia, Andre Wl pen and Charles Opfois, both
cigarmakers. The 1870 census suggests a duplex arrangement involving Dani el
Spellman (Irish) and Patrick Toole (Irish) andtheir famlies, at a single
location with twocensus nunbers. | ti sprobable that themajority of workers
at this time were not unrelated workers, but famlies or individual boarders
living i nQushman, North Amherst, or Factory Holl ow.

Industrial accidents occurred regularly at themlls andaffected owner's

fam lies as indiscrimnately as those of workers. Anarticle i nthe Hanpshire
Franklin Express of February 1, 1865, reported that "Marshall Qushrman, while
tending thecylinder forrolling papaer at themill...got his fingers caught
and lost 3/4 of aninch from one and had another flattened."

Ot her newspaper articles of theperiod include accidents i nThe City ranging
from di smembernent andmutilation t oa worker being boiled todeath i na vat
of Dbl each.

(continued)
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Like nost mill centers, Qushnan attracted a diverse working class population.
In 1840, a fewMethodists from nearby Pel ham noved t o Qushman and hired their
former minister, M. Wite, topreach i nthebrick school house wherethe
railroad station was |ater constructed. At first theMethodists were
ridiculed and persecuted. Sonme of thevillagers put obstructionsinto their
stovepi pe t o snoke them out of their service. Another time, they lockedthe
congregation i nand yet another time, they took apart thestovepipe andhidit.

Surviving these insults, by 1845 there were 45 menbers and they built a

Met hodi st church adjacent tothe Gonmon (the church was demolished i n the
1950s). The principal stockholders i n1845 were Lewis L. Draper, a
44-year-old merchant assessed anong t heweal thiest i nQushnan ($3,500), and
Peter King, Sr. M. King, one of thefarmers on Flat Hill, was 89 yearsol d
at thetime. The other contributors were Wlliamand Sam Di cki nson; Lyscom
Spear, a farmer; Horace Cutler, a clerk;, Frederick Dickinson; John Pierce;
Wieat on and Arnol d Newel|; Peter King, Jr.; Appleton King and Cyrus King,
farmers and broom makers.

The diverse congregation was conprised of farmers, |aborers, andmill workers,
not mill owners or foremen. | n 1849 church menbership dropped t o twenty-one,
and i n1850, "owing tofailure of business projects, tenfamlies connected
with thecongregation moved from t heplace, greatly reducing attendance"
("60th Anniversary", Hanpshire Franklin Express. 1/1/1905). A revival of
spiritual work of thechurch was recorded i n1867 and a grand revival was
noted i n1872. However, by 1875, t he Anherst Wesley Methodist Church was
formed and had drawn nany menbers from Qushman. The |ast recorded Methodi st
revival i nQushman was i n 1892.

Qushnan has consistently supplied local goods and services, i nadditionto
supporting manufacturing. The Amherst directory of 1855 lists Alvin Barnard

as a blacksmth (Qushman continued t o support a resident blacksmth well into
the 20th century). WIlliamCl app, a shoenmaker in North Amherst City, Caleb
Newel |, a cabinet nmaker; and L.L. Draper, a merchant, were al | activein

Qushnan at this time. The 1860 map indicates a store just south of L.L.
Draper's property and thecensus lists Draper as a merchant. Advertisments i n
the Hanpshire Franklin Express demonstrate that Draper's store carried
merchandise simlar tothat available i n North Amherst and Amherst center, at
competitive prices.

By 1870, i naddition topapermakers and | eather workers, there were cigar
makers, a wheelwright, a brick mason, a handl emaker, and a shoe shop activei n
Qushman. | n 1890 Edward Al bee nade harnesses and Frank Ashley the blacksmth

(continued)
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al so had a wagon shop. Ceorge Cogswell ranthegeneral store and served as
the express agent. Mchael Shea was thesectionmaster for theNew London and
Northern railroad.

It i sinteresting tonote that from 1870 on, several residents of Qushman were
listed i nthedirectory as laborers i ntheHill hat factory i nEast Amherst.

Al though Henry Street, a major road |eading directly from Qushman t o East
Amherst, nay have facilitated thecomute, evidence suggests that by 1870 the
mlls i nQushman had an excess of |ocal nmanpower.

Very little farm ng took place within thedistrict, but famly farms

surroundi ng Qushman produced broom corn and tobacco, themain cash crops of
the 19th century. Toward theend of thecentury, poultry, dairy, and
vegetable farms supplied t heneeds of local and regional markets. The |argest
farms were those of theKing famly on Flat Hills Road and t heKellogg famly
on Market Hill Road.

In addition toindustry, farms, and local businesses, Qushman supported a
school prior to 1846, when t he Methodi st minister used thebrick school for
services. n the 1833 map, a school house was |ocated on t hewest side of the
road leading into The City from North Amherst. The school was on t he east
side of theroad i n1860, which may reflect thefrequent realignments of the
road through The City. By 1873 t he school building was on Henry Street,

al most directly across from thepresent building constructed i n 1927.

Al though Qushman i sadjacent t oAnherst center, vital statistics indicate few
marriages linking them Kinship networks were establishedprimarily through
marriages between couples i nQushnman and Hadl ey, Shutesbury, Leverett, and
Pel ham Massachusetts; Hartford, Connecticut, and Vernont. e set of mill
owners, the Qushmans, did not marry into Amherst "society," but about half of
the marriages i ntheRoberts famly took place between Roberts nen and wonen
from Anmherst.

M nimal social interaction between Arherst center and Qushrman di d not preclude
practical ties between thevillages. Qushnan residents were active i n the
North Amherst Church and provided what |ittle fire protection existed i n the
area. The Town Meeting was an i mportant event at which theinterests of
Amherst center were almost certainly pitted against theneeds of residents i n
the outlying villages of North Amherst, South Amherst, and Qushman. Thisi s
evident i nthelack of fire protection at themills i nQushnan.

(continued)
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In 1861 A R Qushnan (partner i nthesuccessful Qushman Paper Co.) was
foreman of the Scott Hook and Ladder Conpany at North Anmherst. The Conpany
was formed i n anticipation of the Selectmen providing a hook and [ adder truck
and other equipnent for North Amherst. The town meeting did not approvethe
purchase of equi pment, so thegroup disbanded. The selectmen did later vote
to buy one firehook and three |adders for North Amherst and CQushnman t o share.

By 1887 fire protectioni n Qushman was still practically nonexistent. The
town purchased two Babcock fire extinguishers for theuse of the fire
department. Qne was placed in North Amherst and t heother at Qushman.
Al'though fire caused major destructionat themills, thetown of Anherst
obviously chose not t otake responsibility for protectingthe vulnerable
conplexes. As late as 1892, total fire protectionat the Qushrman mills
consisted of two dozen fire pails for more than fifteen buildings.

There were three major fires i nthel9th century, along with several that were
m nor but disastrous. e of thelargest fires was at Peter Ingranm s wool en

mll, onthenorth bank of theMi |l River in Qushman. The mi |l had a series
of financial successes and disasters. Built about 1830, i twent "bust" i n the
business panic of 1837 but was reorganized i n1840. | 't burned i n1847 with a

loss of $6,000 as i twas partially insured. Toward theend of thecenturyin
1873, t he Qushrman brothers lost a papermi |l worth $32,000 that was only
insured for $20, 000.

The Qushnan mills were not rebuilt after thefires, due t ogeneral trendsi n
regional manufacturing and t hescale of local manufacturing.
Undercapitalization was a nost serious inpedinment torebuilding small mills.

Most of Qushman's mill owners simply could not afford torebuild after a fire
or reinvest after a financial reversal. The scale on which they operated did
not provide emergency or reserve capital. Also at this time, planned cities

such as Lowell and Hol yoke were created, specifically designed as efficient
manufacturing centers. The volume they produced controlled both thetextile
and paper markets and small, rural mlls could not conpete.

The majority of buildings i nthedistrict date from this period. Wth few
exceptions, they aresinple, utilitarian buildingswith mniml stylistic
decoration applied at windows and door surrounds. A good exanple of this
simplicity inplan and elevationi sthe J. Perry House at 2 Bridge Street (ML
#1038) with itsuncomplicated gabled form and lack of stylistic ornament. A
second exanple with slightly nmore indication of style but a simplicity of form
is theFanny Roberts House at 39 Bridge Street (Inv. #1034). Herethe

(continued)
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persistent Greek Revival plan and el evationwere varied with a single cross
gable. Buildingat this time did not depart far from t hebasic ornanent, and
fornms that had been developed i nQushnan i ntheearly 1820s continued intothe

1880s.
Al though none remains, standing themill buildings of this period appear i n
early photographs tobe small, three- tofour-story, wood-franme buildingswith

gabled roofs and clapboard exteriors. Their formwas transitional fromthe
residential scale and form of New England's earliest 18th and 19th century

frame factory buildings such as theSlater Mill i nPawtucket, Rhode Island,
and t hedevel oped brick mill form of thelater 19th century found i n Hol yoke,
Lowel |, and other planned mill cities.

1900- 1940: DECLI NE

At theturn of thetwentiethcentury, thehonogeneous population of Qushnan
underwent a minor ethnic infusion. 1 nthe1870s German, French, and Irish
names first appeared i nthecensus. |1 n 1900 thelLanprond fam |y from Canada
was i nQushman and Frank Loom s boarded four Polish farm | aborers. This
expanded i nthe 1910s with Polish/Russian immgrants boarding on Mill and
North East Streets, and Irish residents on State and Pine Streets. Prosper
Lussier, a French Canadian, had a repair shop on Mi Il Street at that time.
Ten years later, the 1921 directory listed avariety of countries of origin
including Italy (Batistoni, Canpagnari, Castellani), Poland (Bartesavich,

Ki sm ski, Lazoski, Wojnilowicz), and French Canada.

These immigration trends were typical of Anherst and North Anmherst and donot
indicate an increase inmill productivity or a resurgence i nlocal farmng.

As immgration continued i nthe20th century, thenew arrivals fanned out from
the areas of major concentration totheless densely settled areas. New
construction i nQushman and t he surrounding area consisted mainly of nodest
Craftsman-inspired bungal ows on lots cut out of former farm and (MHC #1057,

Hol den House, 28 Henry St. ca. 1920). The farns that survived around Qushnan
were mostly truck farms that provided fresh vegetables tolocal markets. The
Leonard poultry farm (86 BridgeSt., M{ #1030, ca. 1830) i sstill i n
operation.

In theearly 20th century theeconony of Qushnan gradually reverted toa local
focus, although for a short time thepaper mlls continued toproduce and ship
a variety of papers out of thearea. As planned industrial cities devel oped
along major waterways, small mills could not conpete with their output.

(continued)
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Qushrman, like many other secondary mill villages, slowly lost its vitality.
The Qushrman mi || went bankrupt and t he Roberts mill burned and was not rebuilt.

By 1910 t hewhol e papermi |l conplex on t he Sanborn Insurance nap was |abelled
vacant. | n1916 t he Qushnman facilities were owned or |eased by t he Anherst
Waxed Paper mills. 1 n1930 five buildings, including thelargest mill, were
vacant, but eight buildings were being used by t heAmerican Tissue M lls.

This was not a long-termsolution t o Qushman's declining econony. The factory
closed i nthe 1930s and t hemi |l dans washed out ca. 1938. The railroad no

| onger stopped at the Qushman depot (which was subsequently noved) and t he
Met hodi st church was demolished i n 1962.

Cogswell's Store (MHC #1041, 492 Pine St., ca. 1896), thelast remaining
general store i nQushnan, was sold i n1912 t o Peter and Agnes Hawt hornt hwai t e,
who were inmmgrants from England (MHC #1042, 485 Pine St., ca. 1900). The
store had a coal shed and henhouse totherear and outside scales for accurate
bul k measure. Four years later i n1916, Hawthornthwaite sold t o Frank Véod
and Daniel Ottinger who that same year granted a right-of-way throughthe
property t o a Holyoke-based Japanese tissue mill. The store then hadthree
different owners until 1936 when W liam Rackliffe ranit. 1 n1937, whenthe
post office was |ocated there, it becane thesemi-official hub of the
community, and Rackliffe set out chairs for theolder citizens".

Wth theloss of themills, theenployment patterns i nQushnman changed.
Residents continued towork on local farms, i nEast Amherst factories, at
Amherst Center businesses, and as teachers, station agents, chauffeur,
bookkeeper, and (forthemajority of Cushmanites), l|aborers. Thepopulation
declined and as t he automobil e enabled nmore people totravel outsidethe
community towork, Qushman became nore of a bedroom community than a coherent
village.

Community issues, such as t heuse of thechurch and thelocal school, were not
strong enough tohold thevillage together. The church was demolished i n 1962
and theschool vacant until a private preschool purchased i tca. 1967. The
Gormon shown on t he 1873 map has been di m ni shed by road realignments; the
church and depot areno |onger extant. Mst of theresidences on the 1873 nap
are intact and although themills areno |onger standing, theUpper Roberts

mill foundation, theUpper Qushman mill foundationand t he Qushnan conpl ex of
mill dam abutnment, penstock, sluice and boiler house foundationare still
extant.

(continued)
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The nodest econony of Qushnman i nthefirst half of thetwentiethcentury has
been responsible for thedegree of preservation inwhich i tcurrently exists.
To residents andt o passersby, Qushnan retains thecharacter of a 19th century
Rhode |sland-style mi Il village.

ARCHAEQ 33 CAL S GN FI CANCE

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Anherst are poorly understood, any
surviving sites would be significant. Surviving sites i nthis areacan
provide important exanples of prehistoric settlement i n upland/interior

local es andalong important tributary streanms of t he Connecticut River. These
sites may include smaller | owdensity-type sites which nay contrast with
larger sites located along themin course of t he Connecticut River.

Historic archaeological remains described previously have thepotential for
providing detailed information onthesocial, cultural, andeconomc patterns
that characterized industrial developnment i ntheVillage of Qushman fromits
coexistence with farmng i nthe18th century toa 19th century mill village.
Structural remains of mll building andtheir related structures are inmportant
since nomills nowsurvive i nthedistrict. Archaeological remainsof
agricultural-related structures andfeatures can be important by further
defining therelationships between industry andagriculture, particularly
their early coexistence andthelater domnance of industry. Residential
structures andoccupational-relatedfeatures can provide important insights
into individuals andgroups of people (owners, workers) who lived i n the
district. Trash areas associated with mlls can provide data on manufactured
products inmlls andthetechnologies used i ntheir production. The remins
of waterpower-related structures cancontributetoabetter understanding of
wat er power technol ogy, changes i t underwent as a power source andtheir use
once wat erpower was no |onger inmportant (such aswith theadvent of steam.

(end)

9. BI BLI OGRAPH CAL REFEHREINCES

Primary Sources:

United States Census Bureau, Federal Census Schedul es for Amherst. 1790,
1840- 1910.

Amherst Town Directories. 1869, 1879, 1889, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1921.

Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Northampton, Ma Deeds 1787-present.
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10, GEORAPH CAL FEHERENCES
UTM Ref er ences continued:

Zone  Easting Nort hing

5 18 705200 4698370
6) 18 704900 4698340
7) 18 704760 4698460
8) 18 704910 4698520
9) 18 704850 4698810
10) 18 704980 4699040
11) 18 704900 4699160

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Qushnman Village Historic District follow back parcel
lines, andtheCentral Vernont Railroad tracks where appropriate. The

west ernnmost endof thedistrict occurs at thejunction of East Pleasant and
State Streets, where theOstroski farm defines thelong entrance intothe
village. The eastern boundary follows t heback parcel lines of residences on
Henry Street, Bridge Street andthen follows thecurve of theMill River up
East Leverett Road. Thenorthwestern line follows therailroad tracks. The
north andsouth western boundaries followparcel lines. See Assessor's maps
3C 5C 6B (attached).

Boundary Justification

The boundary was determ ned by topographical, railroad tracks, building

density and historic association. Ostrowski's farm onthewestern endof the
district, i salarge parcel of land which extends into Qushman center.

Several road alignments have altered theway but historically, this was the
entrance t oQushman from t hewest. The northeastern boundary i stothenorth
of theTwin Qushman house, and was determ ned by t he overwhel mi ng invol vement
the Qushman family hadont he devel opnment of thevillage. Thewest |ine was
determned toinclude mill housing andresidence andtown buildings definethe
eastern boundary.

(end)
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1980

1950
1950
1780

1900

1850

1900

1860

1860
1960

:
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MAP MHCGH ADDRESS
6A- 17 44C Pine
6A- 18&19 45C Pine
6A-21 16 Bridge
6A-21 16 Bridge
6A-19 1038 2 Bridge
6A- 83 20 Bridge
6A- 23 Bridge
6A-24 1047 33 Bridge
6A-25 1034 39 Bridge
6A- 25 39 Bridge
6A- 25 39 Bridge
6A- 26 55 Bridge
6A- 26 55 Bridge
6A- 27 29 Henry
6A-29 1054 53 Henry
6A- 30 71 Henry
6A-31 1052 83 Henry
6A- 31 83 Henry
6A-32 1039 52£ Pine
6A- 32 52£ Pine
6A- 32 52£ Pine
6A- 33 50€ Pine

Qushnan Village Historic

District

Amher st, Massachusetts

District

HI STORI C NAME

house
house

house
barn

J. Perry

W King
Cushman GCormon
Gat es

Fanny Roberts
Roberts barn

barn

house
shed

house
Ashley Smth
Cushman Schoo

Roberts Brothers
barn

Roberts

barn (partially collapsed)

gar age

house
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Dat a Sheet

STYLE
Cape
Cape

Colonial Reviva
utilitarian

Greek Reviva

Greek Reviva

Greek Reviva

Greek Reviva

utilitarian
utilitarian
ranch

utilitarian

contemporary
Colonial Reviva
Colonial Revival

Greek Reviva
utilitarian

Greek Reviva
utilitarian
utilitarian

ranch

DATE

ca. 1940
ca. 1940
ac. 1890
ca. 1900
ca. 1850
ca. 1829
ca. 1850
ca. 1840
ca. 1890
ca. 1900
ca. 1950
ca. 1950
1992

ca. 1930
1927

ca. 1840
ca. 1890
ca. 1840
ca. 1890
ca. 1920
ca. 1940

TYPE

S

[veveigvy)

STATU
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MAP MHCG# ADDRESS

6A- 33
6A- 33

6A-34

6A- 35

6A- 36

6A- 37

6A- 38

6A- 38
6A- 38

6A- 39

6A-40
6A-40

6A-41

6A-42
6A-42

6A-43

6A-49

6A-50
6A-50

6A-51

1045

1043

1042

1057

506 Pi ne
506 Pi ne

435 Pine
449 Pine
461 Pine
469 Pine
485 Pine

485 Pi ne
485 Pi ne

491 Pine

509 Pi ne
509 Pi ne

517 Pi ne

131 Bridge
131 Bridge

111 Bridge
Henry Street

28 Henry
28 Henry

50 Henry

Qushman Vil lage Historic District

Amher st ,

District

H STCR C NAME

tool shed
pl ayhouse

house
Hobar t
house
house
Hawt hor nt hwai t e

rabbit hutch
shed

General Store

house
gar age

house

Howar d

garage/ carriage house

Qushnman Honestead site

Purmping Station

Hol den

carriage house/studio

house
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Massachusetts
Data Sheet

STYLE
utilitarian
utilitarian

G eek Revival
Queen Anne
ranch

ranch

Col oni al Reviva

utilitarian
utilitarian

Queen Anne

Queen Anne
utilitaian

G eek Revival

G eek Revival
utilitarian

Col oni al Reviva

Craftsman
Col oni al Reviva

Queen Anne

DATE

ca.
ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

1920
1980

1850

1890

1950

1945

1900

(altered)

ca.
ca.

ca.

ca.
ca.

ca.

ca.
ca.

ca.

ca.
ca.

ca.

1930
1930

1896

1900
1980

1850

1840
1900

1950

1920
1890

1900
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MAP MHG# ACCRESS

6A-51

6A-52
6A-52

6A- 53

6A-54
6A-54

6A- 57
6A-57
6A-57
6A-59
6A-59
6A-59
6A- 63
6A- 64
6A- 65
6A-79

6A-85

6A-86
6A-86
6A-86

5B-34

1056

1051

1050

50 Henry

58 Henry
58 Henry

Lot 53

86 Henry
86 Henry

107 Henry
107 Henry
107 Henry
473 Pine
473 Pine
473 Pine
Lot 63
Lot 64
Lot 65
Lot 79

99 Bridge

8-10 Market Hill Rd.
95-97 Bridge
Lot 86

Lot 34

Qushnman Village Historic District

Anmher st ,
District

H STCR C NAME
shed

Ashl ey
shop/ gar age

vacant parce

Rood
livestock barn

Samuel Henry
barn
woodshed
house

horse barn
garage
vacant parce

Qushnman Paper

Ameri can Waxed Paper

vacant parce

new Keet House

house

house

partial barn foundation

mll site
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Massachusetts
Dat a Sheet

STYLE

utilitarian

G eek Revival
utilitarian

G eek Revival

utilitarian
Georgi an

utilitarian
utilitarian
Queen Anne
utilitarian
utilitarian

foundation ruins

damr uins

G eek Revival
reconstruction

Col oni al Reviva
Col oni al Reviva

unitarian

foundations, sluice,

DATE TYPE
1990 B
ca. 1840 B
ca. 1840 B
ca. 1830 B
ca. 1900 B
ca. 1770 B
ca. 1920 B
ca. 1920 B
ca. 1890 B
ca. 1900 B
ca. 1920 B
ca. 1890 Si
ca. 1910 Si
1989 B
1992 B
1992 B
18t h c. St
ca. 1890 Si

>
=

<00<m500005 <005

O 0 66 6



TOTAL RESOJES. 63 Contibuting; 39 Noncontributing

56 Contributing Buildings 38 Noncontributing Buildings
6 Contributing Sites 1 Noncontributing Structure
1 Contributing Structure

Page 6 of 6



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR

NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Cushman Village Historic District
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Hampshire

DATE RECEI VED: 10/ 07/ 92 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:
DATE OG- 16TH DAY: 11/ 05/ 92 DATE G- 45TH DAY:
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 92001553

NOM NATOR STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50
OTHER N PDIL: N PER OD: N

REQUEST: N SAWPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
COMENJA WAl VER: N

1 / ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 2" DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMVARY COWENTS:

RECOM / CRI TERI A.
REVI EVEER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

10/ 20/ 92
11/ 21/ 92

YEARS:

N
PROERAM UNAPPROVED! N
N

totered la tiTa

DOCUMVENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N see attached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATE FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCRI PTI ON

architectural classification

.materials
.descriptive text

S| GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in oneparagraph)

sunmmary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity .
applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance t othe resource
context

relationship of integrity t osignificance .
justification of exception

ot her

Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CECRAPH CAL DATA

.acreage verbal boundary description j. \%N
U\ boundary justification

ACCOMPANYT NG DOCUMENTATI AV PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ographs presentation
Or'HeR GOMMENTS >
Questions concerning this nom nation nmay bedirectedt o
Phone

Si gned Dat e





































































Sept enber 30, 1992

Carol Shull

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

Nat i onal Park Service

PO Box 37127

VWashi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed you wi Il find thefollowing nomnation form

Qushnan Village Historic District, Arherst (Hanpshire County), Massachusetts,
01002.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before themeeting and
were afforded the opportunity t o coment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg Cj
Nati onal Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure

cc: Bonnie Marxer, Pioneer valley planning Conm ssion
Anne May, Chairperson Anherst Historical Comm ssion
Ellsa K Canpbell, Chair., Anherst Board of Sel ectmen
State Senator Stanley Rosenberg
Amherst Public Library

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Siate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Officeof the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S\a™ar))



