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Statement of Significance

As the site of the WROX radio during the years 1946-1954, the WROX building 
(Hopson Building) played an integral part in the history of the development, dissemination, and 
flowering of the blues and other African-American based and popular music. Early Wright, widely 
regarded as the first African American deejay in Mississippi, played host to many of blues' and 
gospel's great luminaries on his radio program. Radio in general had a profound and far-reaching 
influence during the 1940s and 1950s, and it often was the primary source of information and 
entertainment for most people. WROX specifically provided these things: a radio census conducted 
in the 1940's revealed that 66,630 families who owned radios were within WROX's
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