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The property known as the Lotz House consists of a two-story frame house with a 
four-columned, two-story front porch and a simple two-story back veranda. The 
house is basically L-shaped f with each floor consisting of a central hall and 
three large rooms. There is a cellar below the two rooms on the north side, and 
the original kitchen is said to have been located there.

Distinctive features of the exterior include some rather elaborate carvings or 
millwork, said to be solid cherry, over the windows and doors and on the pediment 
over the front porch. The supports of the eaves also have decorative features. On 
the north side of the house is a double door, with a continuous piece of millwork 
above. Each leaf of this double door opens into a different room.

Former residents of the house remember that there was a veranda extending around 
the back of the house inside the "L". This was removed in later years, and various 
appendages were added. When the house was purchased by the Heritage Foundation of 
Franklin and Williamson County, these appendages were removed, and the simple 
two-story veranda was added. This has been enclosed by the present owners, who 
have also added a redwood and fiberglass greenhouse, built on the foundation of 
one of the former appendages. The former residents also remember that the balcony 
of the front porch was originally semi-circular with a wrought iron railing. 
The front porch and walk were brick.

The distinctive features of the interior include a cursring staircase with a walnut 
banister and a carved newel post. The mantels in each of the three downstairs 
rooms are original, but are not in good condition. The floors are the original 
blue poplar, patched with pine in the places where the original back stairs were 
removed. The interior was in an extremely deteriorated condition when purchased 
by the present owners. The plaster and lathing had been attacked by termites, 
and were not salvageable, so drywall was installed on walls and ceilings. The 
crown mouldings were also added.
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The Lotz House, built in 1858, is one of the few antebellum frame houses remaining 
in Franklin today. The original owner, Albert Lotz, purchased five acres of land 
from Fountain Branch Carter in the spring of 1858. Today the Lotz House still 
stands diagonally across Columbia Avenue and to the north of Carter House, which 
is owned by the stat£ of Tennessee, and operated as a museum house by the Association 
for the Preservation of Tennessee Antiquities. The Lotz House is said to have been 
used as a hospital after the Battle of Franklin.

Tn about 1870 Albert Lotz sold the house to Robert G. Buchanan. Buchanan then sold 
it, around 1900, to his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Caruthers, who owned 
it until approximately 1930. From that point, the house deteriorated steadily 
until, in 1974, the Heritage Foundation of Franklin and Williamson County bought 
it to save it from demolition. The Heritage Foundation restored the exterior, 
and then sold it, in June 1975, to Mr. and Mrs. Brown, who have refurbished the 
interior, and who operate a gift shop there. The funds acquired from the sale of 
the house by the Heritage Foundation are to be the beginning of a revolving fund 
which will be used to purchase other endangered structures. The renovation of the 
building for use as a shop is an example of the economic feasibility of adaptive 
use in historic preservation.

The Lotz House, therefore, is significant not only for its architecture, but also 
as a good example of a building no longer desirable as a residence being adapted to 
a new use, thus preventing its demolition and replacement by a modern structure.
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