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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office oi the Secretary, State House, Bostoa 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

•• 
131-K 

1. Town •̂ Worcester 

Address Temple S t r ee t 
S t , John's Roman Ca tho l i c 

Name Church 

Present use 
church 

ivor.ian oat:noixc xiisnop 
Present owner o f V.'orcester 

ill) iiiim S t r ee t 
3. Description: 

Date I81j.5, addition iSSI;. 

cornerstone Source 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect P.V/. x'̂ ord (138k a d d i t i o n 

Exterior wall fabric br i -ck 
"* '• r e c t o r y (i^ii  

Outbuildings (describe) Temple S t r e e t ) 

Other features c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n w i t h 
pediment , b r i c k p i l a s t e r s , lov; 
tower v / i t h s p i r e , arched vrlndows 
Set between p i e r s on s ide w a l l s 

Altered_ 

Moved 

s p i r e 

no 

Date_ 

Date 

ca.1914.0 

' ^ T M 5. Lot size- Assessors ' Book i ^ , p,17 

y ^ '-"^^ '/ One acre or less "M-> / >ev^V- trnfe ^cre 

Approximate frontage i j i p t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

15^ 

6. Recorded by S. Lee c: 3 ,R, P f e i f f e r 

Organization V^orc. Her i t age Pres, Soc 

Date January 1978 

(over) 



7. Original owner (Lf known) S t . John's Roman Ca tho l i c Church 

Original use church 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates saj'̂ e 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education . Religion ^ 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian f _ 
Community development x Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The oldest church builc'ing i n Worcester, St. John's Roman Catholic 
Church i s the c i t y ' s only example of Greek Reviva.! church architecture, . 
B u i l t of b r i c k , the church rises from a granite p l i n t h to a low-patched 
roof. The building's facade i s symmetrical, containing a pro j e c t i n g 
central p a v i l i o n framed by paired p i l a s t e r s i^hich support a pediraent. 
Above the p a v i l i o n i s a square-plan tower which rises to a wooden b e l f r y 
and spire, \vhile the b e l f r y may be o r i g i n a l , the present spire dates 
from the 19i|0s, Planking the central p a v i l i o n are single entries sur­
mounted by arched windows. At the ends of the facade are paired p i l a s t e r s 
supporting a wide entablature cornice. Access to the facade's three 
entries i s gained by three separate f l i g h t s of granite s t a i r s . Side v/alls 
of the church are divided into bays of equal size by paired b r i c k piers; 
each bay contains a single arched window, 

V/orcester's oldest Catholic parish, St, John's traces i t s o r i g i n s ' ^ 
to l83lj- when the Reverend James P i t t o n v/as appointed by the Roman Catholic 
Bishop (Penwick^ to v i s i t Worcester once each month to conduct r e l i g i o u s 
services f o r the tox-m's 80 Catholics, most of whom were I r i s h , In the 
same year P i t t o n t r i e d to buy a l o t at the corner of Salem and Park Streets 
on which he intended to b u i l d a church. According to l o c a l t r a d i t i o n , 
the l o t ' s s e l l e r s learned of i t s intended use and as a re s u l t destroyed . 
the deed, refusing to carry out the sale. In July, l 8 3 i i , part of the 
pres-ent Temple Street property was purchased by several Worcester natives 
v;ho then transferred t i t l e to P i t t o n , Poundations f o r a wooden church 
were l a i d and the b u i l d i n g completed i n 1835• Local h i s t o r i e s report > 

( c o n t , 1 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 

VJorcester Spy, liay. 28, l 8 i i 5 , p , 3 ( l a y i n g o f corners tone) 
N u t t , G. H i s t o r y o f Worces ter , v o l . I , pp , 271-272 ( I r i s h i m m i g r a t i o n ) 

v o l , I I , pp , boO-dby (Ca tho l i c church i n w'orcester and S t , John's) 
Stevens, C,E., Worcester Churches, pp , 110-11?, 
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Prooertv Nane- * Jom ' s ..oman KToperTy ^^ame-catholic Church 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiich is being continued below. 

that t h i s f i r s t bulldin;^ ;:as constructed by I r i s h laborers, most of whom 
had come to VJorcester to x̂ 'ork f o r the r a i l r o a d . During the lSi4.0s i n ­
creasing I r i s h immigration brought several thousand immigrants to VJorcester, 
causing St. Jolin's to outgrow i t s f i r s t church. In l81|.5 the eld church 
was moved and the present church was b u i l t on the nex/ly cleared s i t e . 
By June, l3i|6, the present church w i t h a planned capacity of 1,14-50 people 
was completed, appearing much as i t does today. In l3Sli additions were 
made to the building's rear ( n o r t h ) , based on plans by P,VJ, Pord of Boston; 
these a l c t i a t i o n s seem to have increased the building's seating capacity 
and to have altered the sanctuary, leaving the facade unaltered. 

An important fo 
St. John's i s one 
regarded as the "m 
1837 Reverend P i t t 
(Mount St, James's 
growth of the p a r i 
of which the most 
and g i r l s (opened 
had grovjn to 15,00 
parishes i n VJorces 
by the creation of 

rce i n establishing Catholicism i n central Ilassachusetts, 
of the oldest Catholic churches i n the state and i s 
other church of the S p r i n g f i e l d diocese". As early as 
on had established tv7o l o c a l schools, one of i>fhich 
Seminary) l a t e r became Holy Gross College. VJithrthe 

sh, the church developed a v a r i e t y of social services, 
iraportag^t were i t s separate parochial schools f o r boys 
18*7? - novj demolished). By I9IO the church membership 
0 despite the establishment of many other Catholic 
t e r , P i n a l l y , i n 1911, the congregation was divided 
a hew parish. Ascension Church, 

Staple to Inventory form at bot t om 
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SAINT jomcs 
n 

i^.UiJudl834 October 26, 1979 

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 
United States Department 

of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: Worcester M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
40 Temple S t r e e t 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

The Roman Cat h o l i c Bishop of Worcester, Bernard J. Flanagan, 
has r e f e r r e d t o our p a r i s h your l e t t e r of September 27. Our p a r i s h 
i s d e l i g h t e d t h a t our church - r e f e r r e d t o i n your l e t t e r as the 
"Worcester M u l t i p l e Resource Area" - has been nominated f o r i n c l u ­
sion i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. We f e e l t h i s 
l i s t i n g i s a p r i v i l e g e and an honor, and we w i l l do whatever we can 
to help you i n your review of the a p p l i c a t i o n submitted on our be­
h a l f . Please l e t me know i f I can a s s i s t you i n any way. 

Enclosed f o r your review i s a b r i e f sketch h i s t o r y of our 
church. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s h i s t o r y leaves out much of the r i c h 
and v a r i e d background of our church: a background we would be 
d e l i g h t e d t o review w i t h you a t your convenience. I t h i g h l i g h t s 
w e l l , however, the i n t e g r a l involvement of our church i n the h i s ­
t o r y of Worcester i n general, and i n the h i s t o r y of the I r i s h iitimi--
grant population of c e n t r a l New England i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

Very t r u l y yours. 

Brian A. O'Connell 
President; Parish Counsel 

BAO/rma 
Enclosure 

, 1 
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