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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.
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In Area no.

Town nWorcester

Address Temple Street
St, John's Roman Catholic

Name Church

Pr t e church

ivor.ian oat:noixc Xxiisnop
of V.'orcester
ill) iiiim Street

Present owner

Description:

Dat e 181j.5 addition iSS;.
Source cornerstone

Style Greek Revival

Architect P.V/. x*ord (138k addition

Exterior wall fabri(?* sbri-ck

rectory (i™ii
Outbuildings (describe) Temple Street)

Other features central pavilion with
pediment, brick pilasters, lov;
tower v/ith spire, arched vrlndows
Set between piers on side walls

Altered Sp| re ca.1914.0

Moved

Dae

Date

Lot size- Assessors' Book i*, p,17

no

Ore acre or less "M> [ >ev\V- tmfe "\cre

Approximate frontage ijipt

Approximate distance of building from street
(Sh

Recorded by S. Lee ¢ 3,R, Pfeiffer

Organization V”~orc. Heritage Pres, Soc

Date January 1978



7. Original owner (Lf known) St. John's Roman Catholic Church
Original use church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sg"e

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural Education . Religion n
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian f
Community development X Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The ol dest church builc'ing i nWorcester, St. John's Ronan Catholic
Church i sthecity's only exanple of Geek Reviva.! church architecture,
Built of brick, the church rises from a granite plinth to a | ow patched
roof. Thebuilding's facade i s symmetrical, containing aprojecting
central pavilion framed by paired pilasters i*hich support a pediraent.
Above t hepavilion i s a square-plan tower which rises t oa wooden belfry
and spire, \vhile the belfry nay be original, thepresent spire dates
from the 19i|0s, Planking the central pavilion are single entries sur-
mounted by arched wi ndows. At the ends of t he facade are paired pilasters
supporting a wi de entablature cornice. Access tothe facade's three
entries i sgained by three separate flights of granite stairs. Side v/ialls
of the church are divided into bays of equal size by paired brick piers;
each bay contains a single arched w ndow,

Viorcester's ol dest Catholic parish, St, John's traces itsorigins ' "
to 183j- when t he Reverend James Pitton v/ias appointed by the Ronman Catholic
Bi shop (Penwick™ t ovisit Worcester once each nonth t oconduct religious
services for the tox-ms 80 Catholics, nost of whomwere Irish, |nthe
sane year Pitton tried tobuyalot at the corner of Salem andPark Streets
on which he intended t obuild a church. According tolocal tradition,
the lot's sellers learned of itsintended useandas a result destroyed
the deed, refusing tocarry out thesale. 1 nJuly, 183ii, part of the
pres-ent Tenple Street property was purchased by several Worcester natives
v;ho then transferredtitle toPitton, Poundations for a wooden church
were laid andthe building conpleted i n 1835« Local histories report >

(cont,1
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

VJorcester Spy, liay. 28, 18ii5, p,3 (laying of cornerstone)
Nutt, G. History of Worcester, vol. |, pp, 271-272 (lrish immigration)

vol, Il ,pp, boO-dby (Catholic church in w'orcester and St, John's)
Stevens, C,E., Worcester Churches, pp, 110-117,
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I ndicate each itemon inventory formvAich i s being continued bel ow.

that this first bulldin;® ;:as constructed by Irish laborers, nost of whom
had come t oVJorcester toxMok for therailroad. During thelS40sin-
creasing lrish immgration brought several thousand immgrants t o VJorcester,
causing St. Jolin's tooutgrow itsfirst church. 1 nl8l.5theeld church

was noved and t hepresent church was built on thenex/ly cleared site.

By June, |3i|6, thepresent church with a planned capacity of 11450 people
was conpleted, appearing nmuch as i t does today. In |3Sli additions were
nmade t ot hebuilding's rear (north), based on plans by P\J, Pord of Boston;
these alctiations seemt o have increased thebuilding's seating capacity
and t ohave altered thesanctuary, |leaving thefacade unaltered.

An inmportant f orce i nestablishing Catholicismi ncentralllassachusetts,
St. John's i s oneof theoldest Catholic churches i nthestate and i s
regarded as the "mother church of theSpringfield diocese". As early as
1837 Reverend Pitton had established tvio local schools, one of i>hich
(Munt St, Janmes's Sem naryzI | ater becane Holy G oss College. Viithrthe
growth of theparish, thechurch developed a variety of social services,
of which the nost iraportaght were it sseparate parochial schools for boys
and girls (opened 18*7? - novj demolished). By 1910 thechurch menbership
had grovjn t 015,000 despite t heestablishment of many other Catholic
Barlshes I n VJorcester, Pinally, i n1911, thecongregation was divided
y thecreation of a hew parish. Ascension Church,

Staple tolnventory form at bottOm
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304
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i UiJudis34 Oct ober 26, 1979

M. Charles A Herrington
United States Department
of thelnterior
Heritage Conservationand
Recreation Service
Washington, DC 20240

Re: Worcester Multiple Resource Area
40 Tenple Street

Dear M. Herrington:

The Ronman Catholic Bishop of Worcester, Bernard J. Flanagan,

has referred t oour parish your letter of September 27. CQur parish

is delighted that our church - referred t oi nyour letter as the
"Worcester Multiple Resource Area" - has been nomnated for inclu-
sion i nt heNational Register of Historic Places. Ve feel this

listing i saprivilege and an honor, and we will do whatever we can
to help youi nyour reviewof theapplication submtted on our be-

hal f. Please | etne know i f I canassist youi nanyway.

Encl osed for your reviewi sa brief sketch history of our
church. Unfortunately, this history leaves out nuch of therich
and varied background of our church: a background we would be
delighted t oreviewwith youat your convenience. | t highlights
wel |, however, theintegral involvement of our church i nthehis-

tory of Worcester i ngeneral, andi nthehistory of thelrish iitim--

grant population of central New England i n particular.

Very truly yours.

Brian A O Connell
President; Parish Counsel

BAQ r na o1
Encl osure



0190












