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1. Exterier Mair er Seuth Pacade;/With the pessible exceptiem of blimds which
may er may met have beem added at a later date, the Davempert Heuse at 324
East State Street retaims in every detail its erigimal appearamce. Facing
Celumbia Square, it is a small but impesimg feur stéry brick structure
tuilt betweem 1815 and 1820 by Rhede Islamd-berm architect Isaiah
Davenpert fer his ewm use. Rectamgular im shape axd ‘enly twe reems deep
it stamds directly em the sidewalk with nme freamt lawn er feumdatiem plamting
te detract frem its clean austerely handseme limes. The gabled termplate
reef is brekem by three reumd tepped dermer wimdews im the attic and is
flanked at each end by impesing turm chimmeys, each pair jeimed by a
parapet. The Classic emtramce at secend fleer level is appreached by a
deuble semi-circular stairway with delicate wreught irem handrails
imperted frem Italy, and an intricately desigmed cemter medalliem. This
stairway and the beld Geergian chimmeys are the mest distimguished features
ef an etherwise starkly simple facade. /Te quete Frederick Nichels:
"Frem the Early Republicam peried is the sephisticated deer te the Davempert
Heuse with an elliptical fam framed im a brewmnsteme architrave, sumk pamels,
and pilasters witheut bases er caps betweem which the deer is recessed."

Davenpert repeated his use of brewnsteme im the fremt steps and im the
lintels and sills ef all windews except the attic dermers amd small basement
windews. Walter Hartridge, neted Savammah histeriam, says ef Davempert "He
sheved great ability by the harmemy with which ke cembimed elements ef the
never Regemcy amd Greek Revival architecture im the desigm eof his Geergianm
heuse. BRBecause ef this his heuse is especially imteresting te the studemt
of Americem architecture.n

Frederick Nichels in the Early Architecture ef (jeergia frequemtly
refers te details ef the heuse as '"Early Republicam”, but whatever its
classificatiem, it is meted in Savanmah fer the simplicity ef its exterier
and the charm of its interier. It cemtinues te be eme of the mest pepular
heuses en the Savammah Teur ef Hemes.

II. Interior - Davenport Heuse Parler Fleer: The emtramce hall is emhanced
by twe Jeniesscreen ‘Celumms suppertimg an elliptical arch which frames
the stairway. Frederick Nichels says "Am eutstandimg stair ef tke Early
Republican peried is the levely free-stamdimg circular eme at the Davempert
Heuse, It is set im a miche im the hall amd seperated by celumms frem
the entrance cerrider.” The eval mahegany hamdrail ef the stdir is
supperted by tapered spimdles, amd winds, umbrekem, te the feurth fleer.
Opening frem the emtrance hall are feur reems eof varyimg sizes, the
mest elaberate of which is the drawing reem. Here a delicately meulded
plaster cermice im leaf desigm amd a large center medalliem decerate the
ceiling, At each end of the reem meulded arches sprimg frem pairs ef
engaged celumms and serve as & framewerk fer a deuble multi-pamelled deer
leading te a small sitting reem at the far emd., All ef the weedwerk im the
drawing reem is hand carved, the windew amd deer frames beimng cemtered wi
& three-quarter reund amd cermer blecks carved in acanthus leaf design
Centered between the twe east windews is & hamdseme white Ttali
marble mantle. The ether three reems have simple weeden mantles an
plaster cermices ef simpler desigm.
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7. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION, ISAIAH DAVENPORT HOUSE

III. Bedroom or 3rd Floor: On this floor a central hall with a modified
version of the columned archway below leads to four large bedrooms. The

two front rooms are connected by a small dressing room. Each has four win-
dows, a simple wood mantle and a large fireplace. The back bedrooms have
three windows. The plaster cornices and woodwork in these rooms are exceed-
ingly plain. The heart pine floors, all original throughout the house are
of random width, and are wider than those on the main floor. It is charac-
teristic of all Savannah houses of this period that floor boards are wider
on each succeeding floor, the widest being always reserved for the attic.

IV. Attic orxr 4th Floor: The attic of the Davenport House has been left
unrestored, due originally to lack of funds, but lately to repeated requests
from students of architecture who tour the house in increasing numbers.

This floor is divided into two very large rooms (presumably bedrooms), two
smaller rooms and a very small dressing room across the end of a short hall.
Only the dressing room and hall are plastered. The other rooms have walls,
ceilings and floors of exceptionally wide and sturdy heart pine, each wall
board having a hand-beaded (or reeded) edge. This detail indicates an
earlier period and is responsible for HABS and earlier surveys dating the
house from 1810-12. ~Further research and family records indicate that it
was started in 1815 and not completed until some time later. (The most
recent indication of a completion date comes from the City tax digests...
the lot was Ground Rent until 1821 when buildings first appear in the
digest. This would put a completion date of 1820 on the present improvements.

V. Basement: Unfortunately when the Davenport House was restored in 1954
the basement was sacrificed to provide air conditioning and rental income.
The old kitchen mantle, now stored in the attic is the sole remaining relic.
This floor with its 7 and 1/2 foot ceilings and private entrance is now
headquarters of the Historic Savannah Foundation and provides offices and
conference rooms for its burgeoning activities and programs, which include
a guided tour service.
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1. The Architect: 7Isaiah Davempert, architect, Master Builder amd City
Aldernan was berm ir Little Cempten, Rhede Islamd in 1784. The sen of Jemathan
ad Sarah Thurstem Davempert, his twe mest distimguished ancesters were bveth
gmed Jehm Davenpert. The first Jehm, Isaiah's great grandfather, came frem
England with twe Oxferd degrees amd settled im Besten inm 1636 where he was
the centreversial minister of the First Church ef Bestem amd was instrumenmtal
im feundimg New Havem, Cemrecticut, and later the fameus (Qld Seuth Church

in Besten. The secend Jehn Davenpert feumded the Davempert-Iemgpert pettery
in Stafferdshire where he made the cerematien service fer King William IV ef
land.

Isaiak, the architect having lest his father at the age of 2 learmed
arly im life te earm his ewn livimng. After serving his appremticeship in
ew Bedferd, Mass. he decided te meve te Savamnah at the turm ef the Century
e make a name fer himself im the building trade. This he seexus te have
ene rather quickly fer em March 15, 1809 havimg achieved a certain degree
f wealth and premimence he married Sarah Resamend Clarke ef Seuth Carelima.
» 1812 he beught Let 13 em the cermer of State and Habersham Streets teo
uild & heme for his rapidly grewimg family. The let faces Celumbia Square
hick was 1laid eut im 1799. Im 1757 when Savannah was & wal% city the
ethesda gate, ene of six emtramces te the city was lecated 1A,¥he square.

bremze marker abeut ferty feet frem the let tells the stery and adds
istimctien te the site that Davempert chese for his heme., GSeveral years
assed durimg which ke pestpened his persemal planms while he built the
rtelle Tewer (Demelished) em Tybee Islamd, the Gilmer Heuse(Deme), the
'Davenrpert Temement” and several ether structures. It was net until

eme time later that the heuse was cempleted. pBut Isaiah Davempert was
estined te live btut & shert time in the house of his dreams. He died

t the height of his success in 1827 leaving his wife te raise six sems and
me daughter alere. In later years feur ef the sems fought in the war
etween the States. Amazimgly twe jeined the Unmiem Army amd twe

ought fer the Cemnfederacy. The emnly daughter, Cernelia, was married
ebrusry 1, 1844 te Henry Reetes Jacksen, a Judge, a military gemeral and
» ambassader te Austria. Cermelia died im 1853 leavimg three youmg
hildrem. Her husband died im 1898, a Savammehian ef great remewn.

I, Davenpert Heuse: Im 1840 after Mr. Davempert's death, his widew, fimding
erself im reduced circumstances seld the heuse te William Baynerd ef Hiltenm
ead, Seuth Carelima whe remted it fer a time te the Samuel pdams family,

ut seldem if ever used it himself. Fer the next 109 years it remaimed
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Ethelym N, McKimmen, Curater, Davempert Heuse
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DATE

11-29-1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

119 Habersham Street -
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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National Register.
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Chzef Office of Archeology and Wonc Preservation
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evaluated according to the crztena and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, ISAIAH DAVENPORT HOUSE

in the negligent hands of non-resident Baynard descendants where it deteri-
orated sadly over the years. By 1954 the house was one of the city's most
delapidated slums in an equally delapidated neighborhood. Its chimneys

were crumbling, its windows were patched Yith cardboard and it was occupied
by ten impoverished families. Yet the magestic dignity of the house seemed
unimpaired by the indignity of its condition. It had managed to endear
itself to so many Savannahians that the discovery of plans for its demolition
stirred a city-wide wave of violent protest.

It was then that the Historic Savannah Foundation was hastily organized
for the sole purpose of restoring this once proud old house. Once this was
accomplished the transformation was so dramatic that properties throughout
the neighborhood began to change hands. Two architectural firms bought and
restored nearby slum houses for their offices. The spark had begun to ignite|

Meanwhile the Davenport House, resplendent since its restoration, had
been rented to a Welfare Organization which complained that their work was
hampered by too many visitors wishing to be shown through the house. Shortly
they moved to less impressive quarters. This gave Lee Adler, II, then
president of the Foundation,the opportunity he had yearned for. Within six
months the Davenport House had been redecorated and furnished with the hand-
somest antiques available and in August 1963 it was opened to the public as
a house museum. The Historic Savannah Foundation then moved its offices
into the basement.

The site of this house and lot is within the Savannah Historic District,

a registered National Historic Landmark, so designated by the Department
of the Interior through the National Park Service.

Historic Savannah Foundation has placed legal protective covenants on
the Davenport House regarding its future sale, insuring the preservation
of the integrity of the building.




