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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

JfexCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL <IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This post office, located on an attractively landscaped corner site, is 
situated in the downtown municipal district. The overall area is one of 
mixed development and high activity and this property Is the principal 
attraction due to its architectural dignity, landscaping and maintenance. 

A building of Neo-Classical design executed in brick with limestone trim 
that is mostly in its original condition with the exception of aluminum and 
glass entrance doors and the addition of new mailing dock. Brick walls are 
laid in Flemish bond with rustication at the corners, stone water table, 
stone window trim and lintels and feature panels above. The entrance 
portico has granite steps and quarry tile floor with wrought iron rails with 
brass flnials; this railing detail being repeated at all areaways. Four 
limestone etrusclan columns support an elaborate entablature and pediment. 
The architrave is carved limestone in a scroll and diamond pattern. The 
frieze contains the name of the facility and the denticulated cornice is 
elegant but simple. All small brick parapet supports a hipped asphalt 
shingle roof and the chimney is distinguished by i t octagonal shape. 

The lobby is essentially in its original condition, whereas so many post 
offices dating from the early 1930's have been extensively remodelled. The 
floor is quary tile with a wide marble border and a black veined white 
marble wainscot is carried around all sides of the "L" shaped lobby. Walls 
are plastered and contain open metal grill work above the service windows 
and boxes which also appear to be original. The marble stair to the 
basement is intact and except for some minor alteration for additional new 
boxes, no changes are evident. 
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SPECIFIC DATES Constructed: 1933 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Louis A. Simon, Supervising 
Architect 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1933, 210 post offices were constructed, 180 of them government owned. 
This reflected the increased funding made available for public buildings to 
relieve unemployment and stablize the economy. Building plans for post 
offices were largely developed within the office of the supervising 
architect where the work staff numbered nearly eight hundred people. Design 
policy was geared to the production of standardized plans for small post 
offices with the l£irge facilities commissioned to private architectural 
firms. Individual treatment of exterior details was encouraged for the 
work executed within the office of the supervising architect and with the 
effort of staff architect, i t was inevitable that the nation would be 
rewarded with properties of considerable architectural merit. 

The Easthampton Post Office, with a facade of studied restraint, is a 
building of contributing architectural significance in a small town with few 
examples of architectural achievement. 
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JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY • 4 S 3 

UTM REFERENCES 
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

B L ^ I I • I • . I I • I • I . . I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

D L J I I • I • • I I • I • I 1.1 I VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The site located at the Southeast corner of Union and High Streets is 
trapezohedron in form and contains approximately 21,060 square feet. 
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In compliance with Executive Order 11 593. I hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to 

evaluateits significance. The evaluated level of significance is National State _X-Loca l . 
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE 
P.O. Box 324 

Lexington, MA 021730324 

JUN 20 PH I: 32 

""^Sii^^^^^^f^- MASS 
. OWE OF roWW CLERK 

Jvine 17, 1985 

•Hie Hanorable Paul Parker 
Chairman, Beard of Selectman, Town of EasthamptOTi 
Tbwn Hall 
43 Main Street ^ - \ v . 
Easthampton, MA 01027 

Dear Chairman Parker: 

The U. S. Postal Service in ccnjiinction with the Massachusetts Historical 
COTimissicn in Boston has evaluated the ^fein BDst Office i n Easthan^stcai and has 
determined i t is significant from a historical viewpoint. 

In view of the above evaluaticn, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate 
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to 
our taking formal acticn, appreciate receiving your concurrence. 

I f you ccaicur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this 
letter in the enclosed envelope. 

Sincerely, 

GiLleland 

Concur: 

Ekiclosure 

JPC/ l j r 
A P P R O V E D 

BOARD OF 



Jŵ e /fluff;-85 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Real Estate and Buildings Department 

475 L'Enfant Plaza. SW 
Washington, DC 20260-6400 FEB 19 1986 

February 13, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Histor i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post 
o f f i c e located at 19 Union Street, Hampshire County, 
Easthampton, Massachusetts. 

I f you have any questions concerning t h i s nomination, 
please c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

Sincerely, 

/ /John S.'^Sorenson 
V_^/Rea l ty S p e c i a l i s t , Senior 

O f f i c e of Real Estate 

Enclosure 


