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FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mount Auburn i s a privately-owned cemetery of 170 acres located near the 
Charles River on the Cambridge-Watertown l i n e . Only 15 acres are w i t h i n 
the Cambridge c i t y l i m i t s . I t forms the major p o r t i o n of a group of 
contiguous cemeteries, w i t h the Cambridge C i t y Cemetery t o the south and 
the Roman Catholic Cemetery t o the west. Most of the grounds are sur
rounded by a cast i r o n fence of which the p o r t i o n along Mt. Auburn Street 
dates from 1844. The main entrance i s on Mt. Auburn S t r e e t , Cambridge. 

The s i t e i s p a r t of a g l a c i a l moraine t h a t includes several ponds and 
k n o l l s , as w e l l as a 13 6-foot h i l l known as "Mount Auburn," which has a 
panoramic view of Boston. The i n i t i a l s e c t i o n of Mount Auburn Cemetery • 
consisted of 72 acres t h a t were p a r t of Stone's Woods, a 17th century 
farmstead. This r u r a l s i t e was purchased f o r a garden cemetery p r o j e c t 
by the Massachusetts H o r t i c u l t u r a l Society and l a i d out by Alexander 
Wadsworth i n 1831-32. Wadsworth's plan was f o r c u r v i l i n e a r roads and 
i n t e r s e c t i n g footpaths along a broad axis extending from the Mount Auburn 
Street gate t o "Mount Auburn" i t s e l f . The b u r i a l l o t s were scatter e d 
along the access routes. The asymmetrical p a t t e r n formed by the plan 
was an abrupt departure from the narrow, r i g i d rows of b u r i a l p l o t s char
a c t e r i s t i c of c e n t r a l c i t y churchyards of the period. Although modelled 
i n concept on the landscaped grounds of Pere La Chaise, a P a r i s i a n ceme
te r y - p a r k , Mount Auburn was l a i d out according t o English landscape de
sign p r i n c i p l e s , w i t h the c i r c u l a t i o n system adapted t o the n a t u r a l 
topography and scenic p o t e n t i a l of the s i t e . j: . \ „; . . *v 

The road p a t t e r n of Mount Auburn's f i r s t plan remains v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t . 
I t s winding roads and paths were repeated i n subsequent a d d i t i o n s t o the 
cemetery u n t i l the 1870's, when the "landscaped lawn" concept was i n t r o 
duced i n the o u t l y i n g sections of the ground. Under t h i s plan the paths 
were omitted and enclosure of l o t s p r o h i b i t e d , forming a broad sweep of 
cut grass r e l i e v e d by tr e e and shrub p l a n t i n g . ^ ^ 

The o r i g i n a l Mount Auburn s i t e was h e a v i l y wooded and one of the area's 
c h i e f a t t r a c t i o n s was i t s w i l d , picturesque landscape and r u r a l appearance. 
The heavy growth of tre e s was thinned out beginning i n 18 3 5 and by the 
C i v i l War^demands f o r more b u r i a l space and less expensive maintenance 
le d t o the cropping of h i l l s , swamp drainage, land f i l l , and extensive 
t r e e removal and r e p l a n t i n g p r o j e c t s . The n a t u r a l topography of the s i t e 
was gra d u a l l y a l t e r e d throughout the 19th century and e x o t i c t r e e s and 
plan t s were introduced, c r e a t i n g a man-made landscaped garden. Over 2 00 
species of deciduous t r e e s , and 65 of evergreens, now e x i s t i n the cemetery, 
which i s an important b i r d sanctuary. D e l l , Central and Mountain Avenues 
best r e t a i n the character of the o r i g i n a l s e t t i n g . _ 

The grave markers of the cemetery's e a r l y years were scatter e d i n wooded 
s i t e s , but over time the area grounds have f i l l e d up and now con t a i n monu
ments f o r over 70,000 interments. The e a r l y monuments were fashioned of 
white marble. Brownstone was introduced i n the m i d - V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d , and 

\ -:--
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mount Auburn is a privately-owned cemetery of 170 acres located near the 
Charles River on the Cambridge- Watertown line. Only 15 acres are within 
the Cambridge city limits. It forms the major portion of a group of 
contiguous cemeteries , with the Cambridge City Cemetery to the south and 
the Roman Catholic Cemetery to the west. Most of the grounds are sur
rounded by a cast iron fence of which the portion along Mt . Auburn Street 
dates from 1844. The main entrance is on Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge. 

The site is part of a glacial moraine that includes several ponds and 
knolls , as well as a 136- foot hill known as "Mount Auburn, " which has a 
panoramic view of Boston. The initial section of Mount Auburn Cemetery 
consisted of 72 acres that were part of Stone's Woods, a 17th century 
farmstead. This rural site was purchased for a garden cemetery project 
by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society and laid out by Alexander 
Wadsworth in 1831- 32 . Wadsworth ' s plan was for curvilinear roads and 
intersecting footpaths along a broad axis extending from the· Mount Auburn 
Street gate to "Mount Auburn" itself . The burial lots were scattered 
along the access routes. The asymmetrical pattern formed by the plan 
was an abrupt departure from the narrow , rigid rows of burial plots char
acteristic of central city churchyards of the period . Although modelled 
in concept on the landscaped grounds of Pere La Chaise, a Parisian ceme
tery- park, Mount Auburn was lai d out according to English landscape de
sign principles , with the circulati on system adapted to the natural 
topography and scenic potential of the site . 

The road pattern of Mount Auburn's first plan remains virtually intact. 
Its winding roads and paths were repeated in subsequent additions to the 
cemetery until the 1870 ' s, when the "landscaped lawn" concept was intro
duced in the outlying sections of the ground . Under this plan the paths 
were omitted and enclosure of lots prohibited, forming a broad sweep of 
cut grass relieved by tree and shrub planting . 

The original Mount Auburn site was heavily wooded and one of the area ' s 
chief attracti ons was its wild, picturesque landscape and rural appearance. 
The heavy growth of trees was thinned out beginning in 1835 and by the 
Civil War, demands for more burial space and less expensive maintenance 
led to the cropping of hills, swamp drainage , land fill , and extensive 
tree removal and replanting projects . The natural topography of the site 
was gradually altered throughout the 19th century and exotic trees and 
plants were introduced, creating a man- made l andscaped garden . Over 200 
species of deciduous trees, and 65 of evergreens, now exist in the cemetery, 
which i s an important bird sanctuary. Dell, Central and Mountain Avenues 
best retain the character of the original setting. 

The grave markers of the cemetery's early years were scattered in wooded 
sites, but over time the area grounds have filled up and now contain monu
ments for over 70,000 interments. The early monuments were fashioned of 
white marble . Brownstone was introduced in the mid- Victorian period , and 
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g r a n i t e and other durable stone predominated i n the l a t t e r p a r t of the 19th 
century. I n s t y l e the tombs, o b e l i s k s , sarcophagi, and headstones r e f l e c t 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l and decorative m o t i f s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of periods ranging from 
the Roman and Greek C l a s s i c a l through the Co l o n i a l Revival and modern 
periods. Some of the white marble s t r u c t u r e s and elaborate cast i r o n l o t 
enclosures are badly d e t e r i o r a t e d from the e f f e c t s of weather and time, 
although most markers are i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . 

B u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the Mount Auburn grounds remain i n s u b s t a n t i a l l y o r i g i n a l 
c o n d i t i o n . The famous Egyptian Revival gate on Mt. Auburn S t r e e t , a f r e e 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the temples at Dendorah and Thebes, was b u i l t f i r s t i n 
wood and d u p l i c a t e d i n g r a n i t e i n 1843. The gateway design was adapted 
from a model developed by Dr. Jacob Bigelow, a prime mover behind the 
founding of Mount Auburn. 

Two other b u i l d i n g s p r o j e c t e d i n the o r i g i n a l scheme f o l l o w the Romantic 
Picturesque s t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e envisioned f o r the cemetery grounds. 
Bigelow Chapel, a simple g r a n i t e s t r u c t u r e surrounded by a row of octa
gonal pinnacles, was designed by Bigelow i n an e a r l y Gothic Revival s t y l e . 
I t was f i r s t erected i n 1843 and r e b u i l t t o the same design i n 1858 when 
the f i r s t chapel showed signs of s t r u c t u r a l weakness. 

Also i n the Romantic t r a d i t i o n i s the 6 2-foot tower on "Mount Auburn," 
designed under Bigelow's d i r e c t i o n by Gridley J. F. Bryant, a prominent 
Boston a r c h i t e c t . B u i l t of large g r a n i t e blocks and decorated w i t h two 
battlemented g a l l e r i e s and a series of lancet windows, the c i r c u l a r tower 
was completed i n 18 53. 

Story Chapel (1897) was designed by W i l l a r d T. Sears and b u i l t of Potsdam 
brownstone. The complex has a large square tower, a porte-cochere, and 
includes the cemetery's a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s . The b u i l d i n g i s of a more 
academic version of the English Gothic s t y l e employed i n the Bigelow chapel, 

A small r e s t house b u i l t s h o r t l y a f t e r the t u r n of t h i s century i s located 
a t the' South Gate. This b u i l d i n g i s i n a f r e e l y adapted medieval s t y l e 
and has elaborate carved bargeboards and h a l f - t i m b e r work. 
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granite and other durable stone predominated in the latter part of the 19th 
century . In style the tombs, obelisks, sarcophagi , and headstones reflect 
archi tectural and decorative motifs characteristic of periods ranging from 
the Roman and Greek Cl assi cal through the Colonial Revival and modern 
periods . Some of the whi te marble structures and elaborate cast iron lot 
enclosures are badly deteriorated from the effects of weather and time, 
a l though most markers are in excellent conditi on . 

Buildings wi thi n the Mount Auburn grounds remain in substantially original 
conditi on. The famous Egyptian Revival gate on Mt . Auburn Street , a free 
interpretat ion of the temples at Dendorah and Thebes , was bui lt f i rst in 
wood and dupl i cated in granite in 1843 . The gateway des i gn was adapted 
from a model developed by Dr . Jacob Bigelow, a prime mover behind the 
founding of Mount Auburn. 

Two other buildings projecte d i n the original scheme follow the Romantic 
Picturesque style of architecture envisioned for t he cemetery grounds . 
Bigelow Chapel , a s i mple granite structure surrounded by a row of octa
gonal pinnacles , was designed by Bige low in an early Gothic Revival style . 
It was first erected in 1843 and rebuilt to the same design in 1858 when 
the first chapel showed signs of structural weakness . 

Also in the Romantic tradi tion is the 62- foot tower on " Mount Auburn," 
designed under Bigelow ' s direction by Gridley J . F . Bryant , a prominent 
Boston architect . Built of large granite blocks and decorated with two 
battlemented gal leri es and a series of lancet windows , the circular tower 
was completed in 1853 . 

Story Chape l (18 97) was design ed by Willard T . Sears and built of P9tsdam 
browns tone . The complex has a large squa r e tower , a port e - cochere , and 
inc ludes t he c emetery ' s administrative offices. The building is of a more 
academic version of the Eng lish Gothic style employed in the Bigelow chapel . 

A small rest house built sho~tly after the turn of this century is located 
at the South Gate . This building i s in a freely adapted medi eval style 
and has elaborate carved bargeboards and half- timber work . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Mount Auburn i s America's f i r s t r u r a l garden cemetery and remains among the 
best preserved examples of i t s type. I n both design and concept i t set the 
fashion f o r numerous suburban b u r i a l grounds throughout the East and Middle 
West t h a t were l a i d out u n t i l the l a t t e r p a r t of the 19th century. The most 
famous of these are Mount Auburn's immediate successors. Laurel H i l l i n 
Ph i l a d e l p h i a (18 36), Greenwood i n Brooklyn (1838 ) , and Forest H i l l s i n ,. • 
Roxbury (1848). 

Mount Auburn exerted an i n f l u e n c e on American landscape design t h a t extended 
w e l l beyond i t s leadership i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a new type of b u r i a l ground. I t 
was Boston's f i r s t suburban park, and although conceived and c a r r i e d out 
under p r i v a t e auspices, the cemetery's i n f o r m a l , asymmetrical plan and 
scenic grounds formed the basis f o r l a t e r , p u b l i c p r o j e c t s l i k e Central 
P|^k i n New York C i t y and F r a n k l i n Park i n Boston. The p o p u l a r i t y of 
mount Auburn and i t s i m i t a t o r s i n f l u e n c e d Andrew Jackson Downing, Frederick 
Law Olmsted, and prominent c i t i z e n s and government o f f i c i a l s of many large 
and cxowded 19th century i n d u s t r i a l c i t i e s . 

The founding of the cemetery grew out of the convergence of two cu r r e n t s a t 
work during the e a r l y decades of the 19th century, a growing American i n 
t e r e s t i n h o r t i c u l t u r e and botany, and the development of p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d 
schemes by p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s i n the country's urban centers. The idea f o r 
a r u r a l garden cemetery t h a t would f u n c t i o n as a p u b l i c park and i n c o r 
porate the l a t e s t t h e o r i e s i n landscape design and h o r t i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e 
was f i r s t promoted among i n f l u e n t i a l Bostonians by Dr. Jacob Bigelow, a 
prominent p h y s i c i a n , b o t a n i s t and author. His plans were f i r s t r e a l i z e d 
w i t h the founding of the Massachusetts H o r t i c u l t u r a l Society i n 1829, the 
f i r s t such group i n the country. Among the members of the Society's Garden 
and Cemetery Committee were Judge John Story, General H. A. S. Dearborn, 
and important business and p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e s l i k e John Lowell, Samuel 
Appleton, Edward E v e r e t t , and Samuel Gardner. .> . 

This Committee was organized f o r the purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g a model 
cemetery on the o u t s k i r t s of Boston. I n 1831 the group purchased 72 acres 
from George W. Brimmer f o r t h i s purpose, employing Alexander Wadsworth t o 
survey the t r a c t f o r l o c a t i o n of car r i a g e avenues and footp a t h s . Wadsworth 
l a t e r designed several s i m i l a r garden cemeteries and suburban developments 
i n the Boston area, employing the i n f o r m a l , n a t u r a l road c o n f i g u r a t i o n s 
developed i n the Mount Auburn plan. • 
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BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Alexander Wadsworth , Landscape 
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Mount Auburn is America ' s first rural garden cemetery and remains among the 
best preserved examples of its type . In both design and concept it set the 
fashion for numerous suburban burial grounds throughout the East and Middle 
West that were laid out until the latter part of the 19th century . The most 
famous of these are Mount Auburn ' s immediate successors, Laurel Hill in 
Philadelphia (1836), Greenwood i n Brooklyn (1838), and Forest Hills in 
Roxbury (1848). 

Mount Auburn exerted an influence on American landscape design that extended 
well beyond its leadership in est ablishing a new type of burial ground . It 
was Boston ' s first suburban park , and although conceived and carried out 
under private auspices , the cemetery ' s informal , asymmetrical plan and 
scenic grounds formed the basis for later, public projects like Central 
P~ k in New York City and Franklin Park in Boston . The popularity of 
l"f6unt Auburn and its imitators i nfluen9ed Andrew Jackson bowning , Frederick 
Law Olmsted , and prominent citizens and government offi cials of many large 
and crowded 19th century industrial cities . 

The founding of the cemetery grew out of the convergence of two currents at 
work during the early decades of the 19th century , a growing American in
terest in horticulture and botany, and the development of public- spirited 
schemes by private citizens in the country ' s urban cent ers. The idea for 
a rural garden cemetery that would function as a public park and incor
porate the latest theories i n landscape design and horti cultural practice 
was first promoted among influential Bostonians by Dr . Jacob Bigelow, a 
promi nent physician, botanist and author . His plans were first realized 
with the founding of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society in 1829 , the 
£irst such group in the country . Among the members of the Society ' s Garden 
and Cemetery Committee were Judge John Story , General H. A. S . Dearborn , 
and important business and political figures like John Lowell , Samuel 
Appleton , Edward Everett, and Samuel Gardner. 

This Committee was organized for the purpose of establishing a model 
cemetery on the outskirts of Boston. In 1831 the group purchased 72 acres 
from George W. Brimmer for this purpose, employing Alexander Wadsworth to 
survey the tract for location of carriage avenues and footpaths . Wadsworth 
later designed several similar garden cemeteries and suburban developments 

·in the Boston area , employing the informal, natural road configurations 
.?eveloped in the Mount Auburn plan . 
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JJWALI^ P | 2 . 2 | 8 . 7 . 0 | 14. 6t9^ 15.0.01 3 ^ I3|2,3 |7.7.0| I 4. 9.3|4 .Q.Oj 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

> ^ c | l ^ bl2.3l7.6.0| |4.6|9.^-^5Q| 6'-' oLk^ \l}2j2^^6£\ I 4. £i ̂  2|3 .8.0I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Mount Auburn Street on the n o r t h ; Coolidge Avenue on the east 
, and south; Grove Street and Roman Catholi c Cemetery on the west. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Patricia Weslofr-ski, Survey Director and Kathlyn Hatch, Cambridge Historical Commissi^ 
ORGANIZATION 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 

February 17, 197 5 
STREET & NUMBER 

40 Beacon Street 
TELEPHONE 

( 6 1 7 ) 727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATI0NAL_><L - ..^r- STATE " LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TITLE Mass. state Historic Preservation Officer 1 / / "7 

FOR NPS.USi'ONWF™' ' " - ' s • < ' " • 
1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

L-1, ^ 
DIRE 

ATTEST 

DATE 

\. OFFtQE OF ^ C H E p L O G Y AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DATE 

KEEPER OF TBt NATIONAL REGISTER 

A i i i i r # i i i a i y £ i - 1 i 

\ 

IIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Bigelow , Jacob. A History of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn. 
Boston and Cambridge : James Monroe and Co ., 1860. 

Cambridge Historical Commission , Survey of Architectural History in 
Cambridge, Volume 4 : Old Cambridge. Cambridge : MIT Press, 

. 69- 72 . 

D]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY --~.1~7~□---

t;tfY'A o/4 e 7J 

UTM REFERENCES 

1-lv'A~ ~ 12,2 ,s ,7 ,01 · 14,619 t p .0 ,o I 
ZONE EASTING · NORTHING 

~\- clli2J 13 l?Jl716,o! 14,619, ~3 50! 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Mount Auburn Street on th~ north; Coolidge Avenue on the east 
a nd south; Grove Street and Roman Catholic Cemetery on the west . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Patricia Weslo~:lllkt, Survey Director and Kathlyn Hatch, Cambridge Historical Commissi~ 
ORGANIZATION 

Massachusetts 
STREET & NUMBER 

40 Beacon Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Historical Commission 
DATE 

February 17, 1975 
TELEP.HONE 

(617) 727-84~7.0 ____ _ 
STATE 

Boston Massachusetts 

IESAA TE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_2( STATE__ LOCAL __ 

As the designated State H istoric Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I· 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cenify that ~ has be_en evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set fonh by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE Cf tl;;na~ 
TITLE 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

:FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED I 

DATE ENTERED 

1975 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 2, 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The numerous monuments were designed by a r t i s t s , a r c h i t e c t s , l o c a l 
s t o n e c u t t e r s , and members of the f a m i l i e s of the deceased. They r e f l e c t 
a wide range of 19th century a r c h i t e c t u r a l and decorative s t y l e s . Among 
the many important grave markers are the Greek Revival temple tomb of 
Samuel Appleton, the f i g u r e s c u l p ture of the Magoun monument of the 
ISM-Os, the p o r t r a i t s c u l p t u r e of the Binney monument, and the B u l f i n c h 
monument, which incorporates an urn from the a r c h i t e c t ' s Tontine Crescent 
of 1793-95. The scu l p t u r e was e s p e c i a l l y important i n t h a t i t provided 
a forum f o r t h a t a r t form i n an era when the p u b l i c had l i t t l e access t o 
o r i g i n a l s c u l p ture by American a r t i s t s . 

Among the n a t i o n a l l y renowned Bostonians buried at Mount Auburn are 
Louis Agassiz, P h i l i p s Brooks, Charles B u l f i n c h , Dorothea Dix, Mary 
Baker Eddy, Asa Gray, Horatio Greenough, O l i v e r Wendell Holmes, Winslow 
Homer, J u l i a Ward Howe, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Amy Lowell, James 
Russell Lowell, and Charles Sumner. ' 
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The numerous monuments were designed by artists, archi tects , local 
stonecutters , and members of the families of t h e deceased . They reflect 
a wi de range of 19th century architectural and decorati ve styles . Among 
the many important grav e markers are the Greek Revival temple tomb of 
Samuel Appleton , the figure scu lpture of the Magoun monument of the 
1840s , the portrait sculpture of the Binney monument , and the Bul f i nch 
monument , which i ncorporates an urn from the architect ' s Tontine Crescent 
of 1793- 95 . The sculpture was especially important in that it provided 
a forum for that art form in an era when the public had little access to 
ori ginal sculpture by American artists . 

Among the nati onally renowned Bostonians buried at Mount Auburn are 
Louis Agassiz , Philips Brooks , Charles Bulfinch , Dorothea Dix , Mary 
Baker Eddy , Asa Gray , Horatio Greenough , Oli ver Wendell Ho l mes , Wi nslow 
Homer, Julia Ward Howe , Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Amy Lowell , James 
Russell Lowell , and Charles Sumner . 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Dearborn, Nathaniel. Guide Through Mount Auburn. Boston, 1851. 

Monroe, J. A Stranger's Guide Book t o Mount Auburn Cemetery. • 
Boston, 1849. 

Picturesque Pocket Companion and V i s i t o r ' s Guide Through Mount Auburn. 
Boston: O t i s , Broaders S Company, 1839. 

Stevens, L. M. Handbook f o r Passengers over the Cambridge Railroad 
With a D e s c r i p t i o n of Mount Auburn. Boston, 1858. 

Story, Joseph. "An Address at the Dedication of Mount Auburn 
Cemetery, September 24, 1831." Appendix w i t h h i s t o r i c a l n o t i c e , 
d e s c r i p t i o n , and a l i s t of subscribers. Boston, 1831. 

Trustees of Mount Auburn Cemetery. Annual Reports of the Trustees, 
Together w i t h Reports of the Treasurer and Superintendent. . 
Boston, 189-. 

Walter, Cornelia W. w i t h James S m i l l i e , i l l . Rural Cemeteries of 
America: Mount Auburn. New York, 18 50. 
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Dearborn , Nathaniel . Guide Through Mount Auburn . Boston , 1851. 
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Boston, 1849 . 
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Boston : Otis , Broaders & Company , 1839 . 

Stevens , L. M. Handbook for Passengers over the Cambridge Railroad 
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UNITED ST ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS use ONLY 

AECEl YEO APRl . 1975 

ATE ENTEAEO R 2 1 1915 

SEE INSTRUCTiONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

DNAME 
HISTOR IC Mount Auburn Cemetery 

AND / OR COMMON same 

rJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Cambridge 

_VICINITY OF COUNTY 
Middlesex 

STATE 

MA 

IJ PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDI T Richard Creek DATE OF PHOTO 1975 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Cambridge Historical Commission 

D IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 2 

stereopticon view of Bigelow Chapel , looking s outhwest 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

■NAME 
HISTORIC · Mount Auburn Cemet ery 

AND / OR COMMON 
Sarne 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN _VICINITY OF 

Cambridge 
COUNTY 

Middlesex 
STATE 
Massachusetts ~----------------------------------------11 PHOTO REFERENCE 

PHOTO CREDIT Richard Cheek DATE OF PHOTO 1969 

NEGATIVEFILEDAT Cambri dge Hist9rical Commission 57 Inman St ., Cambridge, MA. 

D IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 

North Perspective of Entrance Gate, 580 Mount Auburn Street 

~ ~ ~ f 
... 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 
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tlECEIVED APR l 1975 

ATE.ENTEfU:D 

SEE INSTRUCTiONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IINAME 
HISTOR IC Mount Auburn Cemetery 

AND / OR COMMON 

same 

rJLOCATION 
CITY, TOWN Cambridge _VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Middlesex 
STATE 

IJ PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Richard C~eek 

DATE OF PHOTO 

1975 
NEGATIVE FILED AT C b . d . . . am ri ge Historical Commission 

II IDENTIFICATION 

MA 

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 

looking southeast at the Bulfinch Memorial 

.,.. 

3 2 
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Mount Auburn Cemetery 
Cambridge, MA 

Asa Gray Garden and Bigelow 
Chapel, ca. 1870 

Stereoscopic view - photo
grapher unknown 

Do not reproduce without 
permission 
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jPATE ENTERED ^ 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HISTORIC yiQ^^ Aubum Cemetery 

AND/OR COMMON 

same 

LOCATION 
CITY.TOWN c^^bridge —VICINITYOF Middlesex MA 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE United States Geological Survey, Lexington, Mass. Quadrangle 

SCALE , „, r,r,r\ DATE 
1:24,000 "^'^ 1971 

REQUIREMENTS 
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1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
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II MAP REFERENCE 

_VICINITY OF couNTY Middlesex 

SOURCE United States Geological Survey , Lexington , Mass . Quadrangle 

SCALE 1 : 24 ,000 
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1 .. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

DATE 1971 

STATE MA 
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HISTORIC 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

Mount Auburn Cemetery 

AND/OR COMM?,ime 

D LOCATION 
CITY, TOWN Cambridge _VICINITY OF couNTY Middlesex STATE MA 

II MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE United States Geological Survey, Newton, Mass. quadrangle 

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1970 

D REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES INT : 2986-75 

2 . NORTH ~RROW 
3. UTM REf;ERENCES 
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•ad FuraoBftt* 
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Also Notified 

Hon. Edward H. Kennedy 
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Won* Paul B. Taoa^a 
•en. Jarry K. Sttsdda 
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Regional Director, North-Atlantic Region 
PR MMott/bsh 4/22/75 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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Also Notified 

NeUod 

....... 
ldatel CMDty 

--. .. w. / 
lUMl .... C..t.:, 
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rl,at B. NaeDe•14 ·, ti._ Dlheur 
._ P4181 ·1. T...... V.•••--tt:a IUhn&-1 Collliu 

• .kff7 • ..... ~- - -- 40 ---·---
--.. .,._. ,. 0'--11, Jr - loft.••, ---•-••ti.a 021: · 
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NR Data Skeet 
NAME yi AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGisTEKi-'Mount Aubum Cemetery 

OTHER NAfTS: 

DATEt 
Reviewer 

NR 

INITIALS I 

DOE A p r i l , 1975 

LOCATIOXN: 

STMtTi,NUMBER 580 MouHt Aubum Street 

oTY.TowN ^Cambridge 

sTATf . y Massachusetts 
ViaNITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT g 

COUNTY M i d d l e s e F * * ^ 017 

y^ .> ...-> 

ov/NER OF PROPERTY; (C i rc l e ) "j^VATE-'^TATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underiine) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) ATLANTIC ̂  MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR 

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

TI;RIOR 

WEST PACIFIC NORTfflffiST 

Hi^sSstanti a l l y i n t a c t - 2 
unknown .-5 

_ not app l icab le - 8 

^ /km: IRONS 
Substantially intact-1 
unknown - 4 

. ^ ( ^ t applicable - 7 

—.Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0 

C O N D I T I O N - t ; t5<CEUENT ..DETERIORATED ^ T O N A I T E R E O 

GOOD RUINS ALTERED 

—UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed 
—Unexcavats'i _Excavated 

f u b s t a n t i a l l v i n t a c t - 3 
unknown -6 
Kct app l i cah le -9 

—FAIR 

RIGINALSITE 

—MOVED 

—Unknown 

ACCESS-

historic district 
> s - r e s t r i c t e d J Yes-unres t r ic ted No access 

YES ( ^ ^ y 

YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME; 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAJIDMARK? 
IF YES, NA.ME: 

YES 

YES 

A D A P T I V E U S E ; 

F U N C T I O N (S): (use vocabulary words) 

Saved ? YES tJO 

then-

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

—ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRlCiHrWK i 

(:SRCHITECTURE " " " ^ 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

RbsCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A W / ( k l v ' t / p o l l t i c S —SCIENCE 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

POUTICS/GOVERNMENT - O T H E R ISPEQFYI 

entertainment 
-.health 

recreation 
settlement 

_socio/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

«« first YES NO ** oldest-' YES NO *'onlyl.' YES NO 

-• 

NR Data 
DATE1 

Reviewer INITIALS: 
✓ 

NR DOE April ' 

NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTE 
I 

ount Auburn Cein~tery 

OTHER NJ> .. n:s: 

LOCATION· 
STAEEnNuMsER 580 Mount Auburn St~ ' . • 
CITY. TOWN ./cam.bridge 

/ Massachusetts 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 8th 

STATE 

-VICINITY OF ✓ 
COUNTY Middlesef0 de 017 

OWNER OF PROPERTY: (Ci,clo) ~~T£ LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) ~ MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

FEATURES: INTERIOR 
_Substantially intact~l 
_ unknown- 4 

ot applicable - 7 

~RIOR 
stantially intact-2 

unknown .-5 = not applicable - 8 

~NYIRONS 
. ubstantiallv intact-3 
_unknown -6 
_ Not appljcable-9 

-Interior , exterior, cnvir?ns not intact-0 

CONDITION- ~ENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

-DETERIORATED ~ERED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

-l'nexcavaten 

.....AlfERED 

_ &econstructed 
-Excavated 

~LSITE 

_MOVED 

_unknown 

: " ACCESS - ~~ Y ' d No access 

historic district? YES ... -=x@• Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES 
IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES 
IF YES, NAME: 

_ ADAPTIVE USE; YES Saved? YES 

FUNCTION (S): (use vbcabulary words) 

then- f/)-"-l, ~i 
now- fXL"~, 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

.....ARCHEOLUUY-PREHISTORIC 

.....ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

~E -Y, 
_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

,I 
~HITECTURE , -RELIGION 

-LAW/Gov' t/politics _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE 

--""T 
-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

- _EXPLORATION. 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_l'OUTICSIGOVERNMENT 

_$0CIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

NO 

. _entertainment 
_health 
_recreat ion 
_settlement 
_socio/cultural 
_urban & commun 

• planning 

"first!! YES NO tt oldest!..' YES NO ''only?.' YEs NO 

, ;l.975 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: ^fe^J^ l^lViOL/S^Ym^ll^ P^MlVJilL/ eojWtC. 

a / c h i t e c t ^ » 5 b w * « e f a ? ^ ' ^ ^ ^ e.i<o£0)vM/ \ R£UiOaO 
y y^-***^«*5^^pLeY j Re.y«.Nr-/ engineer; 

'^Iandscap^gar4ea. deslgli^rt^ artist/artisan: 

i n t e r ioh 'deco^a^^ ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ buildeVcontractor: ; ; • 

ETHNIC GROUP: ' ' ' • V''':^ ^ ' .. r^yyv^: •:•:<' • 

• ' . * • * 
NAMES* 

nersonal O ^ m ^ ^ t ^ b t>»ee4-0Wi- M>vh*42_ C>£>HMD THS. 
appropriate date) 

events * 

institutional 

/ 

DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): ^ j 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ' 

S O U R C E : 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

(OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE ( STATS''., LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

• OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY: 

• A C R E A G E : (to nearest tenth of an acre) no 
COMMENTS: (include architectural information here) ' ' \ ' 

^ cmh^n.n,^ ^^^'ya^^/'^ lo^^^j.^ ^^^^ 

n^^-i) fQ>J^ya^ys a>ta^ ll • ^ J r 
10ANCE:(maxii;L tZ««Ttencea) 7^ ^ / J U ^ y U S yiiMjlAlcL^ 

j&Shniany c lu^ma Q k u l ^ ^ i y l / ' n c l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - H j . c ^ 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
26 November 2013 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Re: Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge and Watertown. NRIS 75000254 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

It has recently been brought to our attention that Mount Auburn Cemetery (NR 4/21/1975 and 
NHL 5/27/2003) is included in the National Register Information System (NRIS) only under 
Cambridge. This may be a reflection of the 1975 National Register nomination form, which only 
listed Cambridge. 

At the time of the NHL listing, both Cambridge and Watertown were cited in the NHL 
nomination; and Carol Schull's 2003 acknowledgement also identifies both Cambridge and 
Watertown. I am enclosing the first page of the NHL nomination and Carol Schull's letter. 

We would be grateful if you would change the references in the NRIS to show both Cambridge 
and Watertown in the NRIS. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

~1~ 
Betsy Friedberg U 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosures 

cc: David Russo, Watertown Historical Commission 
Charles Sullivan, Cambridge Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state. ma. us/sec/mhc 



NATIONAL IDSTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION 
NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev 8-86) 0MB No. 1024-0018 

MOUNT AUBURN CEMETERY Page 1 
United States Department of the Interior. National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Mount Auburn Cemetery 

Other Name/Site Number: n/a 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: Roughly bounded by Mount Auburn Street, 
Coolidge A venue, Grove Street, the Sand Banks 

Cemetery, and Cottage Street 

Not for publication:_ 

City/Town: Watertown and Cambridge Vicinity_;_ 

State: Massachusetts Code: MA County: Middlesex Code: 017 Zip Code: 024 72 and 02318 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property 
Private: X 
Public-Local: 
Public-State: 
Public-Federal:_ 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

_4_ 
_1_ 
_6_ 
_li_ 
~ 

Category of Property 
Building(s ): 
District: x__ 
Site: 
Structure: 
Object:_ 

Noncontributing 
_4_ buildings 

sites 
_ 4_ structures 
__objects 
_8_ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: _lL 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: n/a 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H3417(2280) 

Ms. Cara Metz, SHPO 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Dear Ms. Metz: 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

JUN 4 2003 

JUN O 9 2003 

I am pleased to inform you that the Mount Aubum Cemetery in Watertown and Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, has been found to possess national s1gmftcance in the history of the United States. As a 
result, the Secretary of the Interior designated this property a National Historic Landmark on 
May 27, 2003. 

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize nationally significant sites and to 
encourage their owners to preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the National Park 
Service. They are evaluated by the National Park System Advis01y Board and designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. 

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places a property in the National Register of 
Historic Places, if it is not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and benefits provided by the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties. 

Each Landmark is eligible to receive one bronze plaque to commemorate the prope1ty's designation. The 
owner(s) will shortly be contacted by a National Historic Landmarks coordinator for their area about 
applying for their plaque. If you have any questiQns about the plaque or the designation please contact 
Ms. Patty Henry of the National Historic Landmarks Survey at 202/354-2216. 

We are pleased to include the Mount Auburn Cemetery on the roll of National Historic Landmarks as 
significant representatives of our Nation's heritage. 

Sincerely, 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey and 

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
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(Resource Name) 

{'wr;f-q-
I (Reference Number[s]) (Date form completed) 

/J1,dd le.s-0K /71/1 .-__:5,RZ. IN .K c_E 
(County) (State) (Completed by) 

STATUS: X 1. MISSING_ 2. REMOVED/ _ 3. NHL _ 4. TR _ 5. MRA _ 6. OVEA· _ 7. NPS- _ 8. DOE -_ 9. RESTRICTED 
DEMOLISHED SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION --

EXPLANATION: 

1 Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ): Photos ( ) 
Available on: Microfiche ( ): Optical Disk ( ) 

2. I I 
(Cause for removal) (Date Removed) 

3. s 1 27 1 zoos 
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated) 

4 . 
(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location) 

(TR or MAA Name) 

5 
(If multi-state/county MAA, state/county where filed and location) 

6. 
(Location of oversize file) 

7. I I 
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date) 

COMMENTS: I I 
(Where found, or source of replacement) (Date Found/Replaced) 

,. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card WASO 21 

JAN. 1986 
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