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Mount Auburn is a privately-owned cemetery of 170 acres located near the
Charles River on the Cambridge-Watertown line. Only 15 acres are within
the Cambridge city limits. It forms the major portion of a group of
contiguous cemeteries, with the Cambridge City Cemetery to the south and
the Roman Catholic Cemetery to the west. Most of the grounds are sur-
rounded by a cast iron fence of which the portion along Mt. Auburn Street
dates from 1844. The main entrance is on Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge.

The site is part of a glacial moraine that includes several ponds and
knolls, as well as a 136-foot hill known as "Mount Auburn," which has a
panoramic view of Boston. The initial section of Mount Auburn Cemetery
consisted of 72 acres that were part of Stone's Woods, a 17th century
farmstead. This rural site was purchased for a garden cemetery project
by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society and laid out by Alexander
Wadsworth in 1831-32. Wadsworth's plan was for curvilinear roads and
intersecting footpaths along a broad axis extending from the Mount Auburn
Street gate to "Mount Auburn" itself. The burial lots were scattered
along the access routes. The asymmetrical pattern formed by the plan

was an abrupt departure from the narrow, rigid rows of burial plots char-
acteristic of central city churchyards of the period. Although modelled
in concept on the landscaped grounds of Pere La Chaise, a Parisian ceme-
tery-park, Mount Auburn was laid out according to English landscape de-
sign principles, with the circulation system adapted to the natural
topography and scenic potential of the site.

The road pattern of Mount Auburn's first plan remains virtually intact.

Its winding roads and paths were repeated in subsequent additions to the
cemetery until the 1870's, when the "landscaped lawn" concept was intro-
duced in the outlying sections of the ground. Under this plan the paths
were omitted and enclosure of lots prohibited, forming a broad sweep of

cut grass relieved by tree and shrub planting.

The original Mount Auburn site was heavily wooded and one of the area's
chief attractions was its wild, picturesque landscape and rural appearance.
The heavy growth of trees was thinned out beginning in 1835 and by the
Civil War,demands for more burial space and less expensive maintenance

led to the cropping of hills, swamp drainage, land fill, and extensive
tree removal and replanting projects. The natural topography of the site
was gradually altered throughout the 19th century and exotic trees and
plants were introduced, creating a man-made landscaped garden. Over 200
species of deciduous trees, and 65 of evergreens, now exist in the cemetery,
which is an important bird sanctuary. Dell, Central and Mountain Avenues
best retain the character of the original setting.

The grave markers of the cemetery's early years were scattered in wooded
sites, but over time the area grounds have filled up and now contain monu-
ments for over 70,000 interments. The early monuments were fashioned of
white marble. Brownstone was introduced in the mid-Victorian period, and
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7. DESCRIPTION

granite and other durable stone predominated in the latter part of the 19th
century. In style the tombs, obelisks, sarcophagi, and headstones reflect
architectural and decorative motifs characteristic of periods ranging from
the Roman and Greek Classical through the Colonial Revival and modern
periods. Some of the white marble structures and elaborate cast iron lot
enclosures are badly deteriorated from the effects of weather and time,
although most markers are in excellent condition.

Buildings within the Mount Auburn grounds remain in substantially original
condition. The famous Egyptian Revival gate on Mt. Auburn Street, a free
interpretation of the temples at Dendorah and Thebes, was built first in
wood and duplicated in granite in 1843. The gateway design was adapted
from a model developed by Dr. Jacob Bigelow, a prime mover behind the
founding of Mount Auburn.

Two other buildings projected in the original scheme follow the Romantic
Picturesque style of architecture envisioned for the cemetery grounds.
Bigelow Chapel, a simple granite structure surrounded by a row of octa-
gonal pinnacles, was designed by Bigelow in an early Gothic Revival style.
It was first erected in 1843 and rebuilt to the same design in 1858 when
the first chapel showed signs of structural weakness.

Also in the Romantic tradition is the 62-foot tower on "Mount Auburn,"
designed under Bigelow's direction by Gridley J. F. Bryant, a prominent
Boston architect. Built of large granite blocks and decorated with two
battlemented galleries and a series of lancet windows, the circular tower
was completed in 1853.

Story Chapel (1897) was designed by Willard T. Sears and built of Potsdam
brownstone. The complex has a large square tower, a porte-cochere, and
includes the cemetery's administrative offices. The building is of a more
academic version of the English Gothic style employed in the Bigelow chapel.

A small rest house built shortly after the turn of this century is located
at the South Gate. This building is in a freely adapted medieval style
and has elaborate carved bargeboards and half-timber work.
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Mount Auburn is America's first rural garden cemetery and remains among the
best preserved examples of its type. In both design and concept it set the
fashion for numerous suburban burial grounds throughout the East and Middle
West that were laid out until the latter part of the 19th century. The most
famous of these are Mount Auburn's immediate successors, Laurel Hill in
Philadelphia (1836), Greenwood in Brooklyn (1838), and Forest Hills in
Roxbury (1848).

Mount Auburn exerted an influence on American landscape design that extended
well beyond its leadership in establishing a new type of burial ground. It
was Boston's first suburban park, and although conceived and carried out
under private auspices, the cemetery's informal, asymmetrical plan and

‘scenic grounds formed the basis for later, public projects like Central

Pgpk in New York City and Franklin Park in Boston. The popularity of

rmount Auburn and its imitators influenced Andrew Jackson Downing, Frederick
Law Olmsted, and prominent citizens and government officials of many large
and crowded 19th century industrial cities.

The founding of the cemetery grew out of the convergence of two currents at
work during the early decades of the 19th century, a growing American in-
terest in horticulture and botany, and the development of public-spirited
schemes by private citizens in the country's urban centers. The idea for

a rural garden cemetery that would function as a public park and incor-
porate the latest theories in landscape design and horticultural practice
was first promoted among influential Bostonians by Dr. Jacob Bigelow, a
prominent physician, botanist and author. His plans were first realized
with the founding of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society in 1829, the
first such group in the country. Among the members of the Society's Garden
and Cemetery Committee were Judge John Story, General H. A. S. Dearborn,
and important business and political figures like John Lowell, Samuel
Appleton, Edward Everett, and Samuel Gardner.

This Committee was organized for the purpose of establishing a model
cemetery on the outskirts of Boston. In 1831 the group purchased 72 acres
from George W. Brimmer for this purpose, employing Alexander Wadsworth to
survey the tract for location of carriage avenues and footpaths. Wadsworth
later designed several similar garden cemeteries and suburban developments
in the Boston area, employing the informal, natural road configurations
developed in the Mount Auburn plan.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The numerous monuments were designed by artists, architects, local
stonecutters, and members of the families of the deceased. They reflect
a wide range of 19th century architectural and decorative styles. Among
the many important grave markers are the Greek Revival temple tomb of
Samuel Appleton, the figure sculpture of the Magoun monument of the
1840s, the portrait sculpture of the Binney monument, and the Bulfinch
monument, which incorporates an urn from the architect's Tontine Crescent
of 1793-95. The sculpture was especially important in that it provided

a forum for that art form in an era when the public had little access to
original sculpture by American artists.

Among the nationally renowned Bostonians buried at Mount Auburn are
Louis Agassiz, Philips Brooks, Charles Bulfinch, Dorothea Dix, Mary
Baker Eddy, Asa Gray, Horatio Greenough, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Winslow
Homer, Julia Ward Howe, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Amy Lowell, James
Russell Lowell, and Charles Sumner.
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Mount Auburn Cemetery
Cambridge, MA

Asa Gray Garden and Bigelow
Chapel, ca. 1870

Stereoscopic view - photo-
grapher unknown
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Massachusetts Historical Commission
26 November 2013

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Re: Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge and Watertown. NRIS 75000254
Dear Mr. Loether:

It has recently been brought to our attention that Mount Auburn Cemetery (NR 4/21/1975 and
NHL 5/27/2003) is included in the National Register Information System (NRIS) only under
Cambridge. This may be a reflection of the 1975 National Register nomination form, which only
listed Cambridge.

At the time of the NHL listing, both Cambridge and Watertown were cited in the NHL
nomination; and Carol Schull’s 2003 acknowledgement also identifies both Cambridge and
Watertown. | am enclosing the first page of the NHL nomination and Carol Schull’s letter.

We would be grateful if you would change the references in the NRIS to show both Cambridge
and Watertown in the NRIS.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosures

cC: David Russo, Watertown Historical Commission
Charles Sullivan, Cambridge Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www,state.ma.us/sec/mhc



NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION

NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018
MOUNT AUBURN CEMETERY Page 1
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service Mational Register of Historic Places Registration Form
N e S ] _{;{ fou 41 57z pn ]
1. NAME OF PROPERTY T e o Bl iJ
Historic Name: Mount Auburn Cemetery DEC 0 & 2013 }
Other Name/Site Number:  n/a o T ——— ﬂ%‘j'
| NATIONAL Pagic SERuae CES |
— R SERVICE ;
U = = =]
2. LOCATION
Street & Number: Roughly bounded by Mount Auburn Street, Not for publication:__
Coolidge Avenue, Grove Street, the Sand Banks
Cemetery, and Cottage Street
City/Town: Watertown and Cambridge Vicinity:
State: Massachusetts Code: MA  County: Middlesex Code: 017 Zip Code: 02472 and 02318
e ——————— —
3. CLASSIFICATION
Ownership of Property Category of Property
Private: X Building(s):
Public-Local: ___ District: 5, A
Public-State: Site:
Public-Federal:___ Structure:
Object: __
Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing
-+ 4 _buildings
1 sites
6 4 structures
15 objects
26 8 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 26

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: n/a



% United States Department of the Interior
3 JUN 0 9 2003

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240
IN REPLY REFER TO: s WIH :3 il i, bUNiMi
H3417(2280) JUN 4 2003

Ms. Cara Metz, SHPO

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Dear Ms. Metz:

I'am pleased to inform you that the Mount Auburn Cemetery in Watertown and Cambridge,
Massachusetts, has been found to possess national significance in the history of the United States. Asa
result, the Secretary of the Interior designated this property a National Historic Landmark on

May 27, 2003.

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize nationally significant sites and to
encourage their owners to preserve them, Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the National Park
Service. They are evaluated by the National Park System Advisory Board and designated by the
Secretary of the Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966.

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places a property in the National Register of
Historic Places, if it is not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and benefits provided by the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties.

Each Landmark is eligible to receive one bronze plaque to commemorate the property's designation. The
owner(s) will shortly be contacted by a National Historic Landmarks coordinator for their area about
applying for their plaque. If you have any questions about the plaque or the designation please contact
Ms. Patty Henry of the National Historic Landmarks Survey at 202/354-2216.

We are pleased to include the Mount Auburn Cemetery on the roll of National Historic Landmarks as
significant representatives of our Nation's heritage.

Sincerely,

(o0 Hhel

Carol D. Shull
Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey and
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places
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