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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE
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' ' The Church Circle District is a focal point in the design of the
city of Kingsport. On the edge of the downtown business isr, 
the circle itself is a small park around which are fguT__large__rejd 
brick churchbuildijigs ; the First Baptist Church; the First Presby­ 
terian Church ; the First Methodist Episcopal Church; and the Broad 
Street United Methodist Church. The architecture of the buildings is 
in the Colonial Revival style. One of the buildings, the First 
Methodist bpiscopaX uhurch, is no longer used as a church, and sever­ 
al adaptive uses for the structure are being considered.

Directly south of the latter church, at the corner of Broad and 
Sullivan streets, is an unlandscaped paved parking lot which 
replaced the 100-room red brick Kingsport Inn. Across the street 
are two redbrick buildings, one the public Library, and the other 
the offices of Kingsport Utilities , Inc., and both repeating the 
Colonial Revival style. Connecting the two structures is a park 
with a fountain in the center. Between the park area and the two 
public service buildings, and Shelby Street, the street west of 
Broad, is a parking lot running the length of the block. On the 
west side of Shelby Street is a group of stucco anj. brijcjk__twpj^story 
row houses__in_the pottage style. Many of the houses are still resi- 
dencesT^RITe^ofHers i~nave been converted to shops and offices. Only 
a few, on the southern tip of the block, have been altered consider­ 
ably.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1,915, the developers of "the new Kingsport" envisioned a 
planned industrial community. The* Church Circle area is the only 
downtown section which retains a sense of the original plan for 
a unified architectural and landscape design for the business 
district.

Dr_._John Nolen, city planner and engineer from Cambridge, Mass., 
was engaged to design a city for 50,000. Nolen was asked to 
divide the city into three manor groupings, business, industrial, 
and residential areas. Broad avenues, with space for parks, 
churches, schools, and other civic needs were also considered 
vital to the plan.

The Kingsport business section was designed as almost the geo­ 
graphical center of the city. Broad Street, the main artery, 
began at the Clinchfield Railroad Station, traversed the center 
of the business district to a gentle rise at which there was a 
str_eieti_encircling a small park, first called Civic: Circle, now 
called.. Church' Circle."Six streets radiated from the circle while 
other streets followed the circumference of the original circle. 
Plantings and trees were in abundance along the streets, including 
those in the business district. Kingsport had hired a municipal 
landscape architect, Miss Lola Anderson, a graduate of Cornell 
University.

Dominating Civic Circle were the spires of the chiirches. In the 
short block of Broad Street leading from the Business district 
into the circle, were three buildings. To the east was the 100- 
room Kingsport Inn in the Georgian style architecture of the 
1920 T s. To the west, were the Post Office and the Kingsport 
Utilities, Inc., buildings. As originally planned, the two latter 
structures were to have been connected by a library building, 
while on the corner lots of Shelby Street (one block west of Broad) 
were to be two office buildings. On the west side of Shelby, a 
group of stuccoed and brick cottage-style row houses had been 
built, according to designs by Alien,Dryden. a._Sr. a._.a..lead.1 rig-local 
arjcjij-tect^.

v
The present appearance of the Church Circle area is not exactly as 
designed by .the.planners because the library and corner office
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

buildings were never constructed. Still, it contains all but one of 
the buildings, the Kingsport Inn, which had been built. Several of 
the buildings have been adapted to other uses, such as the Post Office 
which is now the Public Library, and several of the row houses which 
are now offices and shops. Although evidences of any landscaping 
have disappeared in the adjoining business district, the Church Circle 
area retains its original park surrounding.
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