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United States Post Office
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Somersworth Main Post Office

LOCATION
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2 Elm Street N/A —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
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STATE CODE

New Hampshire 03378 C470

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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017
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—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION
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—BEING CONSIDERED
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—WORK IN PROGRESS 
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_NO

X
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New England Field Real Estate and Buildings Office
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1050 Waltham Street
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STATE

Massachusetts 02173

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Strafford County Registry of Deeds
STREETS NUMBER

___Justice and Adrainistrati on RniId in a
CITY. TOWN

Dover
STATE

New Hampshire 05820
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None
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—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR 
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CITY. TOWN STATE



[DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

^EXCELLENT ' ^DETERIORATED .UNALTERED X_0R,G. NAL SITE

-G°°D -RUINS X-ALTERED _MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

_____*Loading bay canopy added in rear
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE———————

The rectangular Main Post Office at Somersworth, New Hampshire occupies a small 1/4 
acre lot at the intersection of Elm and Fore Streets. It is essentially a one-story 
structure with a mezzanine. However, due to the steep slope upon which it sits, the 
basement is afforded full height windows in the rear.

The center entrance Georgian Revival structure features a red brick exterior of 
Flemish bond coursing with white marble tana v/all, sill window casings, and trim. 
The building is capped by a hipped slate roof with three marble dormers and 
6/6 double hiing .arched" wiri"dawsiLc entered a'boVe'the main 'entrance.'' " l/ ' " :  '' :

The front entry is defih'ed 'by 'a "richly detailed marble pediment supported by 
two fluted Ionic-pila's't'ers. The" "indented ;fa"n window above the pediment is 
repeated in the two flanking window bays. Each of these bays consist of a 15/20 
double hung window with 2/4 double hung side lights. The marble window casings 
carry the line of entrance pediment as a base for the fan windows above. These, 
in turn, are encased in brick with distinctive marble keystones. The marble 
cornice features a brick parapet accented by carved marble balustrades beneath 
the three dormer windows.

On either side of the entrance fans are two 10/15 double hung windows each with 
a five (5) pane fixed glass transom. These serve as the window standard on the 
remaining sides of the building. ' Th'ey are enhanced with decorative marble plaques 
above in front with plain face marble plaques on the rear and sides.

The lobby is centered,arounci the front entrance doors. The original wood 
vestibule has been replaced with a glass and metal panel construction. Once 
completely open, the room is now divided into a service area and lock box lobby 
by a full height glass panel and gypsum board partition. The floor is an orange 
rectangular quarry tile with the original white marble wainscotting. The ceiling 
is plaster with a simple moulded plaster cornice at the original wall areas. The 
windows feature carved wood casings with white marble sills. Typical of most 
Post Offices, fluorescent lighting has replaced the earlier incandescent fixtures 
and the hardwood floors have been replaced with stone tile. The marble staircase 
leads to the basement area where the original light fixtures of gold leaf on 
white frosted globes are still in place.

The building appears to be in excellent condition with the parking and walk areas 
well maintained.
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SPECIFIC DATES Designed:
Constructed:

1930
1931

BUiLDER/ARCHiTECTJames A. Wetmore, Architect 
____________N.H. Tirmhiin . Contractor

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

McA4o'S 1.915The Main Post Office at : Somersworth ,is an excellent
classification "C" category for federal buildings. ^Althoiign the interior plan is 
close to being standard for post offices.of,this,tijne period, the exterior is a 
somewhat unique example of Georgian Revival architecture as designed , by James ; A. 
Wetmore, Supervising Architect for the U. S. Treasury.'

It was designed and constructed through a Congressional amendment of Rogers- 
Elliot Public Buildings Act of 1926. It was part of an increased building program 
that grew in response to the depression (more than three times the number of 
Post Offices were constructed during this decade of 1930-1940 than were constructed 
during the previous fifty years) .

Taken on historical context, the Somersworth Post Office expressed the desire of 
the government to have a presence in the smaller communities, to encourage growth 
and development of new businesses.

The expansion of the. local woolen mills and extension of rail lines along with the 
Post Office construction lead to improved transportation, communication, and 
better access to jobs and services.

Today, the Somersworth Post Office stands alone. A shopping mall has encroached 
on the abutting land to the South. A newly constructed library and savings 
bank occupy the Eastern border and a 1950's bank structure is to the West.

Given its satisfying building proportions; its role in the history of Somersworth; 
and its place in Post Office development throughout the country, its nomination 
to the National Register will serve to recognize this significant artifact. It is 
indeed "an impressive compendium of the most notable characteristics of James 
Wetmore 's design and detailing with especial importance because its original 
features are unaltered." ^ "

"Comments addressed by the Commissioner of the Department of Resources and 
Economic Development - New Hampshire State Preservation Officer, Jume, 1985.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The rectangular site maintains approximately 95 feet frontage on Fore Street 
and 120 feet/front age-.on:-Elm Street.. The remaining, sides, are- bounded by an 
alley which runs parallel to Elm Street and the concrete retaining wall that 
Separates the loading area from the adjoining lot. .:.  :<. .-..  ^

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE *

Robert W. St. John, Architect
ORGANIZATION

SULLIVAN DESIGN GROUP, INC, °August 28, 1985

STREET& NUMBER

'-• •-44-Ad-ams* -Street
TELEPHONE

(617) 848-1545
CITY OR TOWN

Braintree Massachusetts 02184

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIO 

_ NO___

r STAje HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby nominate this property to th^Naj^nal Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has .beeni allowed 90 daysJn which to present the/iorprfnation to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significan4ei£ __L_National _^^tate _JL_L ' ----- 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE ~~~

.Local.
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Director, Office o
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GPO 899-314
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UNITED STATES POST OFFICE - SOMERSWORTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
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