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1. Name
historic Anthony House *
and or common Susan B. Anthony Birthplace

2. Location

A

street & number 67 East RO™»

city, town Adans HJA. vicinity of

state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public e X occupied !

X_buildIng(s) X- private unoccupied commercial
structure both worl< in progress educational
site Public Acquisition Accessible i entertainment
object in process X_yes: restricted government

_HMbelng considered yes: unrestricted industrial
no military

4. Owner of Property

name Dr. Alice Grellner
street & number 86 Arbor Drive

city,town Providence HIA. vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Northern Berkshire Registry of Deeds

,r;, oo o

street & number 65 Park Street

city, town  Adams

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Hi storic Assets of the

agriculture

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only '

received DEC 6 1984

AN 3

date entered

N/A not for publication

' code 003

A museum
park
X private residence
religious iz'""' T
scientific
transportation
other:

state Rhdde'lsland 02908

state Massachusetts 01220

Commonweal th #7279 has this property been determined eligible? yes X no
date 1978 federal X state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston

state MA



7. Description Anthony House, Adans, M

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site

X good ruins X altered moved date il/A..
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
The Anthony House is situated on a half-acre lot amidst rolling hills east of the Hoosic
River in Adams, Massachusetts. The house sits on a low rise at the northeast corner of the
intersection of East Road and Walling Road, near Tophet Reed Brook. This area, named Bowens
Corner for the tavern that was built on the opposite corner in 1797, was one of the earliest
parts of Adams to be settled. The stage route from Northampton ran along East Road and then
descended westward to the center of Adams.

The house is a 2 1/2 story Federal-style building, rectangular in plan, and five bays wide
with a center entry. The roof is a shallow-pitched gable, and twin interior chimneys rise
from the mid-line of the house. A small 1 1/2-story ell original to the house is attached to
the eastern rear facade. A porch, added to the ell's south side ca. 1950, was enclosed in
the 1960s.

The foundation is dry-laid fieldstone, covered with cement. The house has a full basement.
The exterior sheathing is the original narrow clapboard except for a small replaced section
on the building's north side. Early twentieth-century photos show that the center entry
formerly contained an eight-panel door and was topped by a three-light transom and a portico.
Both the existing door and portico are modern replacements. The present 6/6 sash windows are
also modern. The roof was originally covered with wooden shingles. Photographs show that it
was covered with tin sheet at one time, but replaced with asphalt shingle after 1949. The
ell roof is covered with metal plate.

The west elevation, the building's main facade, is five bays wide. Nine windows, with
shallow pedimented architraves, are symmetrically placed around the front entry (four windows
on the first floor, five on the second floor). Plain corner boards and a simple cornice
frame the facade. In 1926, the Adams Society of Friends Descendants placed a plaque
commemorating the birth of Susan B. Anthony to the right of the front entry.

The south elevation, facing Walling Road, has two windows for each of the two main stories
and a tiny attic vent window in the gable. Three windows and frames were replaced in the
1960s with smaller double-hung sashes. Only one 6/6 sash with pedimented architrave
remains. A simple cornice with returns caps the gable. The rear ell's south side,
originally three bays with an entry and two windows, has been covered with a modern enclosed
porch served by a single entry.

The 12" X 20" ell dominates the rear facade. Two 6/6 sash windows are located on the
northern half of each of the main building's two floors, and there is a small half-sash
window directly  over the ell i, Cj’r - 51- : J)e.le. 0o

On the northern elevation, three 6/6 windows similar to those on the west and south of the
building remain. But a door that once served as the entrance to a store in the house's left
front room has been covered with clapboard.

(continued)



8. Signifficance Athory House, Adans. M

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1817

statement of Significance (in oneparagraph)
The Atthony House, built in 1817, possesses integrity of |ocation, design, settin?,
material s, and worknanship, as wel| as associations wth a Quaker famly closely tied to the
early educational and industrial devel of Adans, Massachusetts. "It was built Cani el
Atthony, an early contributor to Adang 19th-century industrial devel opnent and a of
the er famly wo vere anang ' original settlers Thebuilding is a well-preserved
exanpl e of rural "Federal architecture. It 1s also the birthplace and childhood hone of
suffragette Susan B At (1820-1906), as wvell as the on!%/ bui [ ding in Missachusetts
associated wth her |ife. us, the hony House neets Oriteria A Band Cof the National
Regi ster of Hstoric Paces onthe local |evel. ' N e

Shortly before the Revol utionary Ve, a group of Quakers fromSmthfield, Fhode |sland, and

nearby Cartnout h, Massachusetts, settled in thetom of Adans (originally East Hoosic)

seeki n?hrellgl ous tolerance. They were accepted by the small group of Baptists wio were
e

aag first settlers of the tiny agricultural conmunity. for their strict
reI!Pl ous Vi evs, &grzlevwof |ife; and enphasis on educafion, equality, industry, and
famly life, the Quakers quickl

. ( devel oped atight-knit conmunity in . e of the first
akers toarrive was David Ant¥10ny reat-grandfather of Qusan B Aithony. David settled in
the western part of the town, along Hxie Book, were he established acider mll ina
bui | di n?_tha had previ ousl y hous agfnshop. (e building ren@ins i n the Anthony famly
ad continues tooperate as acider mlT.)

Daniel Anthony, Susan's father, was born at Bovens Qorner, east of the Hbosic Rver, in 1794,
the first chil'd of David' s son Hnplrey. Shortly before his narriage to Lucy Reed in 1817,
he built the nomneted ropea;tt?/ at Bovens Qorner' on asmall parcel of land offered tohim by
Daniel Read, Lucy's father awealthy Baptist farner in thearea. Hnphrey Anthony
donated |unier for the house. In 181, “Daniel Read fornally sold the property to Daniel t
Atthony for fifty dollars. *

Dani el Anthony was cl osely associated wth both education and nanufacturing in Adans. It vas
canan for  Quakers toestablish their om schools at hone, and Daniel taught for a nunter of
years at the East Road School, |ocated onhis father's property. Lucy Read hed been a pupil
there before her narriage toDaniel. In addition, Daniel hel ped establish the Adans
Acadeny, another Friends School, in 1825.

Adans, rich in water resources, was anideal |ocation for industrP/. In 182, wth his .
brother John, Daniel build a 31/2-story factory, the Rinp MIl, onasite ad%omlng hi's
om Pro?ert¥ along Tophet Book (nowecalled Tophet Reed Brook). PFowered by a 26-Toot wat er
wheel , the actorYIV\as designed to nanufacture cotton yarns. \Weaving vas done by

nei ghbor hood famlies. Heven fenale mll workers boarded wth the ny famly during the
factory's operation, and afront roomof the Anthony hone served asthe mll's shop.

Qsan Bownel | Anthony, born February 15 180, was the second of Daniel and Lucy' s seven
children. Athough Lucy never becane afull nenber of the Society of Friends, she and Daniel
raised their children according to (?4aker precepts of society, humlity, sinplicity, ad a
strong regard for education and equality. Thetraining that Susan received in her hoe was
undou y crucial toher career as anadvocate of tenperance and vonan s suffrage.

( cont i nued)



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .56 acres
Quadrangle name Windsor: sectional Quadrangle scale 1:25.000

UTM References

'ALIL) 6I5d6l1ld B7hO0o™4 P B

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cLbU trrrrtrrratet 11l DLJ LLU [

E 1 J L FLU Il I U Loan
G J-JL J—L

Verbal boundary description and justification

See Continuation Sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form PreparedBy

_ Friedberkg _Preservation Planper IqleC and James Parrish, Histaric Preservation
nameftile Planner, Berkshire County Regional Planning Commission with Fugenp F. Mirhaipnkn,

Adams Historical Commission

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date September 1984
street & number 80 Boyl Ston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city ortown Boston state Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

State Historic Preservation Officer
title Massachusetts Historical Commission
For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the National Register
Entered in the
i SACAWA-A Aatlonjtl Bflglstor date
r of the National Kegister

Attest date
Chief of Registration

US GO/MBERNMENT PRINTING OFFI CE : 1983 O - 419-311
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A snall horse barn that stood about 75 feet north of the house i s nowgone. Anodern two-car
garage stands to the northeast of the house. The interior floor plan, typically Federal,
renains hasically as itws inthe earl?/ 19th century. The nain house has acenter hall wth
a large roomon either side and tw snaller serviceroons at the rear. Acentral staircase
leads to four simlar spaces above. The ell has twosnall roons and aloft. Mst of the
gr!gkngl_\modmrk ad mantels remain intact but ceilings have been replaced and one fireplace
ricked in.

(Continuation Section 8) - _ i- » Afe

Five years after he established the Runp Log MI| Daniel Anthony ves persuaded by a financial
investor to |eave Adans and set up acotton mll in Battenville, NwYork, were the famly
noved in 1827. Though she left Adans in 1827, Susan B Anthony returned to the town often
throughout her life.

Susan B Anthony's later life iswell known FEducated as ateacher in Philadel phia, she
taught school from1835 to 1850, earning one third the salary paid to nen.  She becane an
associate of Fredrick Douglass and WIliam Lloyd Garrison, |eaders in the anti-slavery
novenet before the Civil V. Aready an advocate of tenperance, she al so endorsed rights
for veonen and in 1869, helped found the National Wuharis Suffrage Association. In 1892, she
becane the association's president. Susan B Aithony did not [ive to see veonen get the right
to vote, for she died in 1906, thirteenyears before the 19th anendnent, giving veonen
suffrage, was passed, but she was a whol ehearted chanpi on of the cause throughout her career.

The nomnated property renained in the Athony famly until 1895, when it passed to the first
of aseries of owers. In 1926, the Society of Friends Descendants purchased the hone; they
operated itas asnall nuseumfrom 1926 to 1949, when the building reverted to private

owner shi p. ¥ : -?

Archaeol ogi cal Consideration: The Anthony Hbuse nay retain archaeol ogi cal deposits relating
to the donestic use of the property.
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United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service ' For NPS use only
National Register off Historic Places received
Inventory”Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet Anthony House;,, Adams, MA  Item number 9 & 10 Page

Anthony, Charles L., Genealogy of the Anthony Family from 1495-1904. Sterling,
Il., 1904.

(Bowe, WIliam B), Hstoric Adans, Past and Present of the Tom Bank. Adans,
Massachusetts, 1941 .

Child, Hamlton, Gazetteer of Berkshire Qunty, Mssachusetts, 1725 1885.
Syracuse, 1835.

I-_E\rEer, Ida, The Life and Virks of Quisan B Anthony. Vol . 3, 1899- 1908.

WIk, Joseph Addison, "A Hstory of Adans, Mssachusetts.” University of
Qtawa, MA thesis, 1945 .

(Qontinuation - Section 10) TY; ' Wi,V e '

"Begi nni n? ei ghteen inches fromthe southwest corner of the Susan B Anthony dwel |ing house
and “directly opposite the south corner, thence north seventeen degrees west twelve rods to a
stake and stones on theroad | eading from Savoy to Wl ianstown; thence south seventy-five
ad one half degrees east seven rods and tenlinks to a stake and stone; thence sout
seventeen degrees east twel ve irods to a stake and stone on the road |eadi ng from Susan B
Atthony's tothat part of Savoy know as Nw State; thence north seventy-five and one hal f
dg%rees vest seven rods and tenlinks tothefirst nentioned corner, containing el ghté-three
rods of land, nore or [ess." Northern BerkshireRegistry of Deeds, Vol. 477, pages 92-94:
The Adans Society of Friends, Inc., toCharles E Rchardson Jr., et ux.

Se also attached sketch nap wth nomnated property heavily outline. Scale: 1/32' =1
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Anthony House

Berfehire County CHC
MASSACHUSETTS Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: L
Action:
O resubmission Entered Int El RETURN.
* nomination by person or local government National Regi Btef REJECT.
CZI owner objection Federal Agency:
* appeal ' '
Substantive Review: CZ sample D request d | appeal CH NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited tielow
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Cs-Mgory Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

iHas this property been determined eligible? CH yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered » original site
CD good I lruins altered moved date.
o fair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph .-
CD completeness

CD clarity
» alterations/integrity . —
| Idates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance "7 one parrap/;®

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness bl I\
CD clarity =2 o vT
CD applicable criteria ., *

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

+ context

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CD other A

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Ouarirangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title ;o date —p---
13. Other
CD Maps

CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

NN e

esto iijif.: fee

pA" ) s

VAL

feftafiaan ox

Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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