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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The railroad station is a designed with Doric
overtones, the main entranceway being highlighted by four Doric columns 
of concrete. The two-teired roof is of green tiles. The exterior 
brickwork is done in a tapestry bond, and is set off by a marble con­ 
crete trim.

The interior is of buff colored, iron spotted brick laid in a 
Flemish type bond, with dark headers. The floor is of marble terrazo 
with a simple ornemental mosaic boarder. The auxiliary rooms are wains- 
coated with oak to a height of seven feet.

There are two ticket windows of oak with ornamental grillwork. 
A bronze faced clock and terracotta ornamented fountain are the con­ 
cessions to the otherwise restrained interior. There are two two-sided 
wooden benches each topped with two stained glass lamps. Additional 
light is provided by eight sidelights (windows) under the roof.

At the far end of the parking lot there is a horse watering trough, 
now dirt filled. All in all, the facility, built in JJ£13, is in good, 
if neglected condition.
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The city of Montclair and its development coincides with the 
laying of the railroad tracks in 1872.

Prior to and followin the Civil War, American communities wit­ 
nessed the development of railroads throughout the entire nation. 
Small towns used all their political and financial influence to en­ 
courage railroads to build a station in their towns.

Bloomfield, a growing city, had several tracks between that 
city and the others but the residents of West Bloomfield (Montclair) 
wanted a railroad line there. One line was extended there in 1856 
but this was notoriously inefficient.

t
Then, after the Civkl War, with Bloomfield growing daily, Montclair 

initiated proposals for a railroad of their own. A corporate charter 
was issued to two business partners, Julius Fratt and Henry Spaulding, 
for the purpose of building a track from New York to Montclair.

They had hoped that they would not have to invest an enormous 
amount of money into an independent railroad. They had planned to 
use the threat of another railway as an inducement to the Morris and 
Essex Railroad to establish through trains between Montclair and 
New York. However, there was not enough business to merit this program.

In the meantime, another railroad was organized which sought 
a route across New Jersey to New York. As finally agreed, the Montclair 
Railway Company would build a line from Jersey City to Greenwich Lake 
where it would connect with the New York line. The New York line in 
return would gaurentee its bonds and then lease the use of the line 
from the Montclair Company and operate the two as one.

Bloomfield residents were not about to tolerate the enormous 
debt^about to be incurred with the new railway contract and denied 
permission to build any more railroads in Montclair.
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8. Significance Continued

The problem was resolved in 1868 when Montclair «*eesiie from 
Bloomfield. There was no adverse reaction to the people of Montclair 
from Bloomfield due to the estrangement which had been developing 
through the years.

Once the township of Montclair was formed, Pratt and Spaulding 
persuaded the necessary three-fourths of the property holders to 
have the community issue a 1200,000 bond in order to assist the rail­ 
way. However, private investors contributed most of the llj.,000,000 
needed to build the railway.

When the railway was completed, late in 1872, Montclair was in 
danger of financial ruin when the town budget tripled at the time of 
the 1873 panic. With the $200,000 bond to be paid over a thirty year 
period, went through all legal resources to avoid heavy taxes.

The United States Supreme Court even became involved in 1883 
when Montclair contested the validity of the bonding in the case of 
Montclair vs. Ramsdell. The Court held that Montclair was held liable 
for the $200,000 and all accured interset charges over 1350,000.

For a time taxes were enormous untill Thomas Russell, Stephen 
W. Corey and George P. Farmer of Montclair assumed responsibility 
for nearly 1200,000 of the total amount owed.

Therefore taxes were substantially lowered and the citizens of 
Montclair slowly paid off its debts as the town rapidly grew.

A/
In 1913 the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railway Company 

completed the terminal which is an impressive brick building.

Congressional Representation 
Honorable Clifford P. Case U.S. Senator 
Honorable Harrison A. Williams U.S. Senator 
Honorable Peter W, Rodino Congressman, 10th Congressional

District
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8» Significance (continued) 
Architecture

The Montclair Railroad Station was designed by 
.chief architect for the Delaware,

Silroad (renamed the Erie and Lackawanna Railroad in I960) from 
1910 to 1912. Apparently, Botsford was employed by the D.L. & W. 
immediately upon graduation from the College of Architecture of Cornell 
University in 1910. In a short two year span Botsford designed over 
a dozan impressive structure for the Delaware, Lackawanna and Eastern 
in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Plans for the Montclair Railroad Station were most probably 
completed in 19H> but Botsford was unable to view the finished pro­ 
duct since he was killed on the ill-fated Titanic in 1912. The 
Montclair Railroad Station was the last railroad terminal for which 
Botsford made plans.

However, he had, just prior to his cruise on the Titanic, sub­ 
mitted plans to D.L, & iflF. for the famous concrete bridge in Nicholson, 
Pennsylvania (Nicholson Bridge and Tunkhannock Viaduct). Ironically, 
awaiting Botsford in London was a letter accepting his design for the 
bridge.

When William Botsford. was employed by the D.L. & tf. the railroad 
was in the process of renovating many of their terminals. At the 
tiara'of the century most of the Lackawanna stations were described 
merely as "cow barns" and the railroad wanted to improve terminal, 
facilities.

Montclair, being a prosperous suburban community, was granted 
a new $500,000 railroad station on the condition the townspeople 
would build, improve and maintain the roads leading to the tracks 
and provide approaches and gradings.

Montclair and Lackawanna worked hand in hand to build the 
attractive Grecian-Doric styled structure and provide an appropriate 
surrounding that some called the "Handsomest and best arranged sub­ 
urban railway terminal in the United States".

Transp ortati on
Since the building of the railway in 18?2 Montclair townspeople 

were proud of their railroad. The tracks connected their suburban 
town to the surrounding urban communities and provided businessmen 
with reasonably easy access to distant businesses*

Gradually more and more rich businessmen, in looking for a 
comfortable home within commuting distance of New York, moved to 
Montclair. The terminal provided specifically for their autos, 
and the parking facillities were usually filled, while most towns rarely 
saw even one automobile. Presently the terminal is still used for commu­ 
ters, but the freight service was terminated about ten years ago.
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