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—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lorenzo Crandall House, 221 High Street, Pawtucket, is a two- 
and-one-half-story, modestly-detailed, Greek Revival style, frame 
house. Built in 1848-1849, for, and probably by, Lorenzo Crandall, a 
Pawtucket carpenter, the house is set facing west with its gable end 
to the street. Viewed from High Street, the house appears to be only 
one and one-half stories in height; however, its hillside location, 
on land which slopes sharply down immediately east of the street, 
actually provides an additional full story below street level. 
Clapboards cover all walls including those below street level. Corner 
pilasters, a wide banded cornice frieze with inset windows immediately 
under the roof, bold return mouldings, relatively flat moulded window 
caps, and the simple, well-proportioned Greek Revival frame of the main 
entrance are the major exterior stylistic embellishments.

A one-story hip-roofed porch on the south flank of the house 
(which may be a later addition), echoes the simple detailing of the 
house in its posts and frieze. The porch gives street-level access 
to a side rear entrance, forms a shelter 9ver the side entrance of the 
basement level. A single, large brick chimney is located almost in 
the center of the house and serves two fireplaces on each of the two 
primary floors.

Except for the rather cramped front stairhall -- with its stair 
case spiralling tightly around a flat-sectioned half-column faced on 
the front with a panelled pilaster treatment -- the interior plan and 
detailing on the two primary levels are essentially identical. Each 
level has a small, formal front parlor with kitchen immediately behind, 
both rooms sharing the brick chimney stack. Each parlor features a 
fireplace, with a heavy, crossetted, wooden mantel, and a separate, 
shallow, full-height cupboard built into the wall beside it. Each 
kitchen has a cooking fireplace with bake oven at the right front. 
Cast iron cranes and oven doors are still in place. Parlors and 
kitchens also retain their original under-window panels.

An assortment of small rooms open off the original primary living 
spaces. There appear to have been some partition changes in them to 
accommodate such necessities as modern kitchens and bathrooms. A stair 
case at the very back of the house, set in a narrow stairhall, serves 
all three levels.

Lorenzo Crandall's house was apparently built as a two-family 
residence originally, and was probably shared first by Lorenzo (who 
presumably occupied the street level and gable space above) and his 
son William 0. Crandall (who lived in the house at least as late as 
1869). Later the house was apparently shared by Lorenzo and his son

See continuation sheet 1
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Henry W. Crandall; in 1892 Lorenzo sold the house, which he referred to 
as his "homestead," to Henry, reserving a life tenancy for himself and 
for his wife.

Currently used as three apartments, and relatively unaltered over 
the years, the Lorenzo Crandall House remains essentially as first 
built, an unusually-sited, modestly-detailed example of a small house 
type once very prevalent in Pawtucket.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lorenzo Cranclall House is significant for two reasons. First, 
although it is a modest vernacular building, of minimal architectural 
pretension or stylistic elaboration, it is an excellent example of a 
house type once widespread in mid-nineteenth-century Pawtucket and now 
almost totally eradicated from the city's physical fabric. Second, as 
the house of a local carpenter, it is in surprisingly unaltered condition 
and represents the quality, scale, and type of homes of one of nineteenth 
century Pawtucket's major social classes, the artisans.

Solidity of construction and handsomeness of proportion rather than 
fine or unusual detailing characterize the house that Lorenzo Crandall, 
carpenter, almost certainly built for himself in 1848-1849. He chose 
a form -- the gable-roofed, one-and-one-half- or two-and-one-half-story 
frame house set gable end to the street -- which at that time was a 
prevalent and practical reflection of Greek Revival stylistic influences 
and of the growing demand for affordable, modest housing for a burgeoning 
middle class.

Pawtucket, following the nationwide depression and crash of 1829, 
recovered slowly in the 1830's, but by the"1840's was expanding rapidly 
as a major industrial center in the still-young country of the United 
States. Lowell, Massachusetts, had surpassed Pawtucket by this time as 
the premier American cotton manufacturing center, but Pawtucket's textile 
industries remained vital and other industries, such as the various 
metal working industries and specialized branches of textile manufacture, 
continued to expand and prosper. By the 1830's three quite distinct 
social classes had developed in the community: the relatively small 
group of wealthy mill owners and industrialists; a substantial number 
of artisans, whose skills and inventiveness supported Pawtucket's 
industrial productiveness directly (in the industries themselves) and 
indirectly (in providing mill buildings and machinery for industry, 
housing and services for new workers and residents, and metal parts and 
engines needed in local manufacturing or marketed elsev/here); and an 
overwhelming number of laborers and unskilled mill workers, frequently 
of European extraction.

See continuation sheet 2
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The middle decades of the 19th century in Pawtucket saw extensive 
residential development, both for mill workers and for artisans. 
High Street developed as just such an artisan neighborhood, and 
Lorenzo Crandall's house is set in a dense concentration of modest 
frame houses, most of which were built for, if not also partly by, 
local artisans, between 1840 and 1890. Unlike many others on the 
street, the Crandall house, has not suffered such alterations as the 
addition of new siding or modern windows. It remains the best preserved 
of the artisan homes among those on the east side of the street.

Lorenzo Crandall (October 25, 1813 - June 2, 1892) was a carpenter 
of whom relatively little is known today, other than the bare 
genealogical bones. This lack of specific information probably indicates 
that Lorenzo Crandall was solidly typical of, rather than unique to, 
his time, place, and station in life. Born in Fall River, Massachusetts, 
he moved with his parents first to Voluntown, Connecticut, then to 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island. According to genealogical notes compiled by 
his daughter Claribel Crandall in 1905, Lorenzo travelled for business 
reasons "west and south, spending some time in Cuba. He returned to 
Pawtucket, married and gave his time to contracting and building." 
Claribel Crandall also indicated that her father "was a man of firm will 
and steadfast purpose, and held many offices of trust in the town." 
This remark must be interpreted as a standard nineteenth century 
encomium, for a cursory survey of city directories from the 1850 T s 
through the early 1890's yielded no record of Crandall office-holding.

Perusal of the directories as well as of annual lists of "Improvements 
to Real Estate in Rhode Island," published in the mid-1860's in the 
Providence Daily Journal, also yielded no mention of Lorenzo Crandall. 
It seems probable that Crandall worked for one of the dozen or so 
carpenter-building firms that are mentioned in the newspaper accounts 
and entered in the directories. At any rate, if one may judge from 
the execution and finish of his own house, Crandall was a competent 
and traditional, if not inspired, craftsman. His influence, though 
undocumented and at this point essentially anonymous,! must have been 
felt in many Pawtucket buildings, especially residences, built from 
the 1840 f s through the 1870's or '80's.

One interesting minor point of interest is an extraordinarily close 
stylistic parallel between the treatment of the front staircase in 
Crandall's own house and that of the 1840's remodelling of the Daggett

See continuation sheet 3
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House, one of the earliest extant buildings in Pawtucket (entered on 
the National Register as part of Slater Park Historic District). Both 
houses feature spiral stairs which wind around heavy flat-faceted, 
wooden columns set against a curvingback plaster wall. In the Daggett 
House the stairhall was enlarged by the addition on the front of the 
house of a small roofed porch; as a result there is space to use a 
full column. In the Crandall house no extra space was provided for 
the stairhall within the regular, rectangular mass of the house; there 
there was space only for a half column, fronted with a flat panelled 
pilaster treatment. This visual evidence of connection is further 
tenuously supported by the fact that some relation between the Crandall 
and the Daggett families did exist; Lorenzo Crandall's father married 
Lucy Winslow, a daughter of Joanna Daggett. Additional genealogical 
research would be necessary to substantiate the closeness of and any 
influence of the family relationship; but it does seem probable that 
the same carpenter -- probably Lorenzo Crandall -- worked on both 
staircases.

The City of Pawtucket T s plans for urban renewal have already altered 
the southern part of the High Street neighborhood. Renewal has 
substituted the tall Fogarty Building*and open space for what once was 
a densely-built, small-scale, frame environment. The Pawtucket 
Redevelopment Authority's current plans call for additional clearance 
north of Fogarty along the east side of High Street, which would 
necessitate demolition or removal of the Lorenzo Crandall House.

^Housing for the Elderly
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Description
Condition
X excellent 

good
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

x altered

Check one
original site

-X moved date December 1979

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Lorenzo Crandall House is a two-and-one-half-story, modestly- 
detailed, Greek Revival style, frame house.

Built in 1848-49, for, and probably by, Lorenzo Crandall, a Pawtucket 
carpenter, the house is set facing west with its gable end to the street. 
Viewed from High Street, the house appears to be only one-and-one-half- 
stories in height; however, its hillside location, on land which slopes 
sharply down immediately east of the street, actually provides an additional 
full story below street level. Clapboards cover all walls including those 
below street level. Corner pilasters, a wide banded cornice frieze with 
inset windows immediately under the roof, bold return mouldings, relatively 
flat moulded window caps, and the simple, well-proportioned Greek Revival 
frame of the main entrance are the major exterior stylistic embellishments.

A one-story hip-roofed porch on the south flank of the house, restored 
after a 1979 fire, echoes the simple detailing of the house in its posts 
and frieze. The porch gives street-level access to a side rear entrance, 
forms a shelter over the side entrance of the basement level. A single, 
large brick chimney, rebuilt above the roof line after a fire, is located 
almost in the center of the house and serves two fireplaces on each of the 
two primary floors.

Except for the rather cramped front stairhall--with its staircase 
spiralling tightly around a flat-sectioned half-column faced on the front 
with a panelled pilaster treatment--the interior plan and detailing on 
the two primary levels are essentially identical. Each level has a small, 
formal front parlor with kitchen immediately behind, both rooms sharing 
the brick chimney stack. Each parlor features a fireplace, with a heavy, 
crossetted, wooden mantel, and a separate, shallow, full-height cupboard 
built into the wall beside it. Each kitchen has a cooking fireplace with 
bake oven at the right front. Cast iron cranes and oven doors are still 
in place. Parlors and kitchens also retain their original under-window 
panels.

An assortment of small rooms open off the original primary living 
spaces. There appear to have been some partition changes in them to 
accommodate such necessities as modern kitchens and bathrooms. A staircase 
at the very back of the house, set in a narrow stairhall, serves all three 
levels.

Lorenzo Crandall's house was apparently built as a two-family resi 
dence originally, and was probably shared first by Lorenzo (who pre 
sumably occupied the street level and gable space above) and his son 
William 0. Crandall (who lived in the house at least as late as 1869). 
Later the house was apparently shared by Lorenzo and his son Henry W. 
Crandall- in 1892 Lorenzo sold the house, which he referred to as his 
"homestead," to Henry, reserving a life tenancy for himself and for his 
wife.

(See Continuation Sheet
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Relatively unaltered over the years, the Lorenzo Crandall House re 
mains essentially as first built, a modestly-detailed example of a small 
house type once very prevalent in Pawtucket.



8. Significance
Period

prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

_-£. 1800-1 899 
1900-

Areas of Significance — Check
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture

X architecture
art
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communications

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
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invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 184 8,-l 849 Builder/Architect Lorenzo Crandall, carpenter

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Lorenzo Crandall House is significant principally for its archi 
tectural character; although it is a modest vernacular building, of little 
architectural pretension or stylistic elaboration, it is an excellent ex 
ample of a house type once widespread in mid-nineteenth-century Pawtucket 
and now almost totally eradicated from the city's physical fabric. Second, 
as the house of a local carpenter, it is in surprisingly unaltered condition 
and represents the quality, scale, and type of homes of one of nineteenth 
century Pawtucket ! s major social classes, the artisans.

Solidity of construction and handsomeness of proportion rather than 
fine or unusual detailing characterize the house that .Lorenzo Crandall, 
carpenter, almost certainly built for himself in 1848-1849. He chose a 
form the gable-roofed, one-and-one-half- or two-and-one-half-story frame 
house set gable end to the street-which at that time was a prevalent and 
practical reflection of Greek Revival stylistic influences and of the 
growing demand for affordable, modest housing for a burgeoning middle class.

Pawtucket, following the nationwide depression and crash of 1829, 
recovered slowly in the 183Qs, but by the 1840s was expanding rapidly 
as a major industrial center in the still-young country of the United 
States. Lowellj Massachusetts, had. surpassed Pawtucket by this time as 
the premier American cotton manufacturing center, but Pawtucket's textile 
industries remained vital and other industries, such as the various metal 
working industries and specialized branches of textile manufacture, con 
tinued to expand and prosper. By the 1830s three quite distinct social 
classes had developed in the community: the relatively small group of 
wealthy mill owners and industrialists; a substantial number of artisans, 
whose skills and inventiveness supported Pawtucket's industrial productive 
ness directly (_in the industries themselves) and indirectly (in providing 
mill buildings and machinery for industry, housing and services for new 
workers and residents, and metal parts and engines needed in local manu 
facturing or marketed elsewhere); and an overwhelming number of laborers 
and unskilled mill workers, frequently of European extraction.

The middle decades of the 19th century in Pawtucket saw extensive 
residential development, both for mill workers and for artisans. High 
Street developed as just such an artisan neighborhood, and Lorenzo 
Crandall's h.ouse is set in a dense concentration of modest frame houses, 
most of which were built for, if not also partly by, local artisans, be 
tween 1840 and 1890. Unlike many others on the street, the Crandall

(See Continuation Sheet #2)



9 P Major Bibiiographical References___________
Davis, E.G., ed., "Crandall Genealogical Papers." Manuscript Notebook, 

c. 1905, in collections of Rhode Island Historical Society library.

Roper, Stephen J., Pawtucket, Rhode Island, Statewide Historic Preservation
Report. Rhode~Island Historical Preservation Commission, Providence, 1977.

1QH Geographical Data____________________
Acreage of nominated property less than one
Quadrangle name Pawtucket Quadrangle scale 1:24,000

UTM References

A |li9| |3|Oi2|li6iO|
Zone Easting

Cl I I I I , I , , I

El , I I I , I , , I

ol , I I I , I , , |

4|6|3i9lOi8iOl I I I i
Northing Zone Easting 

I I I I I I I D| | | | | ,

. I . | I . I F| , | | | ,

. I I i I I I H| , | | | ,

I I

I I

i I

I i

I , I i I I
Northing

Li J i I i i I
I

I

I I , , I
, I I I I

Verbal boundary description and justification
The boundaries of the Lorenzo Crandall House are the lines of 
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the Crandall house has not suffered such alterations as the addition of 
new siding or modern windows. It remains the best preserved of the 
artisan homes among those on the east side of the street.

Lorenzo Crandall (October 25, 1813 - June 2, 1893) was a carpenter of 
whom relatively little is known today, other than the bare genealogical 
bones. This lack of specific information probably indicates that Lorenzo 
Crandall was solidly typical of, rather than unique to, his time, place, 
and station in life. Born in Fall River, Massachusetts, he moved with his 
parents first to Voluntown, Connecticut, then to Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 
According to genealogical notes compiled by his daughter Claribell Crandall 
in 1905, Lorenzo travelled for business reasons "west and south, spending 
some time in Cuba. He returned to Pawtucket, married and gave his time 
to contracting and building." Claribel Crandall also indicated that her 
father "was a man of firm will and steadfast purpose, and held many offices 
of trust in the town." This remark must be interpreted as a standard nine 
teenth century encomium, for a cursory survey of city directories from the 
1850s through the early 1890s yielded no record of Crandall office-holding.

Perusal of the directories as well as of annual lists of "Improve 
ments to Real Estate in Rhode Island," published in the mid-1860s in the 
Providence Daily Journal, also yielded no mention of Lorenzo Crandall. 
It seems probable that Crandall worked for one of the dozen or so carpenter- 
building firms that are mentioned in the newspaper accounts and entered in 
the directories. At any rate, if one may judge from the execution and 
finish of his own house, Crandall was a competent and traditional,^if not 
inspired, craftsman. His influence, though undocumented and at^this point 
essentially anonymous, must have been felt in many Pawtucket buildings, 
especially residences, built from the 1840s through the 1870s or 1880s.

One interesting minor point of interest is an extraordinarily close 
stylistic parallel between the treatment of the front staircase in 
Crandall T s own house and that of the 1840s remodelling of the Daggett 
House, one of the earliest extant buildings in Pawtucket [entered on the 
National Register as part of Slater Park Historic District). Both houses 
feature spiral stairs which wind around heavy flat-faceted, wooden columns 
set against a curvingback plaster wall. In the Daggett House the stairhall 
was enlarged by the addition on the front of the house of a small roofed 
porch; as a result there is space to use a full column. In the Crandall 
house no extra space was provided for the stairhall within the regular, 
rectangular mass of the house; there was space only for a half column, 
fronted with a flat panelled pilaster treatment. This visual evidence 
of connection is further tenuously supported by the fact that some relation 
between the Crandall and the Daggett families did exist; Lorenzo Crandall's 
father married Lucy Winslow, a daughter of Joanna Daggett. Additional

CSee Continuation Sheet #3)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No 1 Q24-0018 
(3'82> Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic PBaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet 5 __________________Item number 8_____ Page 3

genealogical research would be necessary to substantiate the closeness of 
and any influence of the family relationship; but it does seem probable 
that the same carpenter--probably Lorenzo Crandall--worked on both stair 
cases.

In December, 1979, the Lorenzo Crandall House was moved from its 
original site to its present location. The original location (also 221 
High Street) was 300 feet north along High Street from the present site. 
The move was necessitated by the City of Pawtucket's plans for urban re 
newal. The construction of the nearby high-rise Fogarty Housing for the 
Elderly and the creation of an open-space area would have required the 
demolition of the Crandall House on its original site. Moving the house 
was judged to be the only feasible preservation alternative.

The new location for the Crandall House is in many ways similar to 
its original location. On the same side of the same street, with exactly 
the same setback, the new site repeats the unusual relationship of the 
house to its deeply-sloped original site and allows for the basement level 
to be located below street level but above grade as it was on the original 
site.

While moved buildings are not generally eligible for Register listing, 
the Crandall House's new location admirably repeats the siting of its 
original location. In addition, the Crandall House is significant pri 
marily for its architectural value, that is, its ability to document the 
quality, scale, and type of houses of Pawtucket's nineteenth century artisans


