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Indicate each item o inventory form vAiich is being continued bdow.

Historical Significance (Continued)

In the U. S. House of Respresentatives, where he served from 1919 to 1934 and
1936 to 1940, Mr. Luce became the ranking member of the committees on banking,
world war veterans and library. He was a regent of the Smithsonian Institute
from 1929 to 1931.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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| ndicate north
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I ndi cate all buil di ngs

AREA FORM m.
HighlanS
Ave. ! 146
Toan Sonerville
Address 140 Kiohland Avenue
Historic Nare Walter 3. Barnes &

Melissa E. Barnes

Use Present resicence

Original residence
DESaUPTION

Date C3. 183595

Sour ce Sonerville Journal

Style Stick Stylel/ Queen Anne

Architect unkno wn
Exterior Wall Fabric

Jone

Mnhmy'r<
Outbuildings

Magor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition good

Mo no Date nic
Acreage Isss than once ricre

Setting Situated on south side of

heavily traveled main transportation

route through Somerviiie, mixed

residential and commercial surrounds

Recorded by Bas™ Friec'berr. Preserv/ation

n N . anner .
Organization "™~ u-j" .- Co—iInion

Date June



: JAN 2 319
UATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMVENT (i f appl i cabl e)

140 Hghland Avenue i s anintact Stick Syle/ Queen Anne Styl e residence, one
of the few such unaltered exanples in Sonerviiie. Retaining integrity of

| ocation, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociation, 140
Hghland Avenue fulfills Criteria Cof the National Register of Historic
Maces at the local |evel.

ARCH TECTURN. S OGN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the cooinunlty.

140 Hghland Avenue i s an excel 1ant exanpl e of Queen Amne style. Avarietyof
dorners, bays, porches, and chimeys contribute to the building's symetrical
appearance. Gables are set into a steep hipped roof punctuated by a half
round wndowin acentral gable. Theentry is sheltered by a brace-supported
shed-roofed porch. This house is included inthe Somerviiie N\ because it is
an outstanding exanple of its Queen Anne Style. It was well preserved through
the years, and has wthstood the expansion of the nain East to Vst route
(throughout the 19th century) that passes through Somerviiie.

HSTARCAL SANHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmunity.

The property's first owner was Wlter S Barnes who was involved i n the paper boxes
business i n Boston. 140 H ghland Avenue's nost distinguished resident, however, was
politician Robert Luce, who lived in the house between 1903 and hi s death in 1945.
The Honorabl e Robert Luce won the admration of his peers as well asthe citizens

of Massachusetts as a statesnan in the broadest sense. Robert Luce, born in Mine
on Decenber 2, 1862, noved with his famly to Sonerviiie in 1874.

LUpon graduation from Harvard in 1882, Luce associated hinmself with several Boston
newspapers and periodicals. In 1888, he started the Press Cipping Bureau, which
becane hi s nain concern. He soon gained areputation as oneof the nost el oquent
and |earned speakers in Missachusetts, andentered politics in 1893. In 1908, he
passed.the bar examnation and soon engaged i nthe practice of law After nine
terns as state representative from Sonmerviiie, Luce was el ect ed Li eut enant
Governor in 1911 during his state review Luce was known as an advocate of

public wel fare issues. -,

. . (conti nued)

B B GERAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Sonerviiie Journal

Harvard College Library
Bost on @ obe

Boston Heral d Anerican
Sonerviiie Past and Present
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON SOMERVILLE 146
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Ngne Walter S. Barnes

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Historical Significance (Continued)

In the U. S House of Respresentatives, where he served from 1919 to 1934 ad
1936 to 1940, Mr. Luce becare the ranking metog of the committees on banking,
world war veterans and library. Hewas a regent of the Smithsonian Institute
from 1929 to 1931.
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253



