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SOMERVILLE 
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Property Nane: Walter S. Barnes 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiich is being continued below. 

His tor ica l Signif icance (Continued) 
In the U. S. House of Respresentatives, where he served from 1919 to 1934 and 
1936 to 1940, Mr. Luce became the ranking member of the committees on banking, 
world war veterans and l i b r a r y . He was a regent of the Smithsonian Ins t i t u te 
from 1929 to 1931. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001266 

NOMINATOR: STATE 
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APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context V 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
',•1 '>:v 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed ,/l^JZ>&f^ ^klUJ^^^ _ Date 
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PORh B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTMJ, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketdi Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
Detween inventoried property and nearest .,, 
intersection (s). 
Indicate north 

AREA FORM m. 

HighlanS 
Ave. ! 146 

Town Sonervi1le 

Address 140 Kiohland Avenue 

Historic Name Walter 3. Barnes & 

Mel i ssa E. Barnes 

Use: Present resicence 

Original residence 

DESaUPTION 

Date C3. 1835-95 

Source 

Style 

Sonerville Journal 

Stick Style/Queen Anne 

Architect unkno wn 

Exterior Wall Fabric r̂ ^nhn^y'r< 

Outbuildings Ĵ one 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See a t tached assessor 's map. Condition good 

um REF131ENCE _ 

DSGS QOADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

Z E • N 

19 - 326/370 - ^69^/730 

Boston Nor th 

1:25,000 

Moved no Date n/c 

Acreage Isss than once ricre 

Setting S i t u a t e d on south side o f 

h e a v i l y t r a v e l e d main t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

rou te through S o m e r v i i i e , mixed 

r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial surrounds 

Recorded by Betŝ ^ Friec'berr'. Preserv/atlon 
^ . Planner  
Organization f̂ ^̂ :̂  u - j ^ . - ^ Co—:in:ion 

Date June 



, JAN 2 3 I9i 
UATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

140 Highland Avenue is an intact Stick Style/Queen Anne Style residence, one 
of the few such unaltered examples in Somerviiie. Retaining integrity of 
location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, 140 
Highland Avenue f u l f i l l s Criteria C of the National Register of Historic 
Places at the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the cooinunlty. 

140 Highland Avenue is an excel 1 ant example of Queen Anne style. A variety of 
dormers, bays, porches, and chimneys contribute to the building's symmetrical 
appearance. Gables are set into a steep hipped roof punctuated by a half 
round window in a central gable. The entry is sheltered by a brace-supported 
shed-roofed porch. This house is included in the Somerviiie MRA because i t is 
an outstanding example of its Queen Anne Style. I t was well preserved through 
the years, and has withstood the expansion of the main East to West route 
(throughout the 19th century) that passes through Somerviiie. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The property's f i r s t owner was Walter S. Barnes who was involved in the paper boxes 
business in Boston. 140 Highland Avenue's most distinguished resident, however, was 
politician Robert Luce, who lived in the house between 1903 and his death in 1945. 
The Honorable Robert Luce won the admiration of his peers a,s well as the citizens 
of Massachusetts as a statesman in the broadest sense. Robert Luce, born in Maine 
on December 2, 1862, moved with his family to Somerviiie in 1874. 

Upon graduation from Harvard in 1882, Luce associated himself with several Boston 
newspapers and periodicals. In 1888, he started the Press Clipping Bureau, which 
became his main concern. He soon gained a reputation as one of the most eloquent 
and learned speakers in Massachusetts, and entered politics in 1893. In 1908, he 
passed.the bar examination and soon engaged in the practice of law. After nine 
terms as state representative from Somerviiie, Luce was elected Lieutenant 
Governor in 1911 during his state review. Luce was known as an advocate of 
public welfare issues. - , 

• • (continued) .... 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Somerviiie Journal 
Harvard College Library 
Boston Globe 
Boston Herald American 
Somerviiie Past and Present 
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Fom No: 
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Historical Significance (Continued) 
In the U. S. House of Respresentatives, where he served from 1919 to 1934 and 
1936 to 1940, Mr. Luce became the ranking mentoer of the committees on banking, 
world war veterans and l ibrary. He was a regent of the Smithsonian Insti tute 
from 1929 to 1931. 
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