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The house is essentially a frame structure containing eighteen rooms, 
some on an upstairs split level. It has a three-story tower. Archi­ 
tectural style follows the Richardsonian characteristics of shingling 
massiveness and irregular spacing found in many late 19th Century homes.

Construction took place over a period of several years beginning in 1882 
in the form of a claim shanty. Evidently as Major Pickler prospered, 
his house grew, but it is improbable that more than two major additions 
were made due to the split level, single beam construction supporting 
one whole wing of the house. Exact dates of construction have not been 
found.

V
Some of the original furniture, most of the books, and some of the 
pictures owned by Major Pickler are still inside.^.

Note A. (See Item 4., first page.)

In 1932, the Pickler residence was inherited by Alice Frad (Carkuff), Lois 
Frad (Bull), and William A. Frad, all grandchildren of Alice and John 
Pickler. To facilitate possible restoration, William Frad deeded his 1/3 
to Alice Frad (Carkuff). Mrs. Bull will also cede her portion to Mrs. 
Carkuff if restoration is accomplished. Her address is 1110 N. Lincoln, 
Aberdeen, SD.

Mrs. Carkuff has the only monetary investment in the premises and is able 
to furnish all tax receipts and checks for.^^T/^n^repairs back to 1932.
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Pickler, are deeply involved in the

prominence in Iowa where Major Pickler was already a member of the Iowa 
Legislature. When South Dakota became a state in 1889, Major Pickler 
was a member of the Territorial Legislature at Bismarck. He was appointed 
Congressman-at-large with Mr. Pettigfew to the Fifty-first Congress, 
being regularly re-elected to the Fifty-second, Fifty-third, and Fifty- 
fourth Congresses. In a sense, the Picklers provided a bridge between 
the politics of the Territorial period and that of early statehood.

Alice Pickler was a notable influence on the Women's Suffrage movement 
in this area. V

Their home became a stopping place for persons crossing the Dakotas. 
Among visitors to the homestead were Theodore Roosevelt and Susan B. 
Anthony. Distinguished local visitors were numerous.
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His, C. H., The History of Faulk County, Faulkton, SD: Faulkton Record, 
1909, pp. 267-281.
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South Dakota Historic Preservation 11-15-72
STREET AND NUMBER:

W. H. Over Dakota Museum, University of South Dakota
CITY OR TOWN:

Vermill ion

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

Natiopal n/ SAte £g Local Q

utv{ James £. Gillihan 

Title state i iaf^nn Officer
South Dakota Historic Preservation

Date /^"7~ / *2«

STATE CODE

South Dakota 4n

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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