BATTLE OF NATURAL BRIDGE

U.S. 319, 6 miles east of Woodville \\(}
Leon County

At Natural Bridge in 1865, a battle was fought that
saved Tallahassee from capture by the Federal forces, making
it the only Southern capital east of the Mississippi that
did not fall into Union hands.

On March 4, 1865, a fleet of 11 steamers and three
sailing vessels landed a force of the Union Army at St. Marks
lighthouse 20 miles south of Tallahassee at the mouth of the
St. Marks River.

News of the landing reached Tallahassee, the militia
was called out, and every man and boy who could bear arms
did so. Cadets from the West Florida Seminary (now Florida
State University) were among those who fought, thus earning
the right to one of three Confederate battle streamers awarded
to schools in the country today.

Gen. Nezfgn, in command of the Federals, determined
to try to cros$ at Natural Bridge several miles up river

where the St. Marks goes underground. Gen. Miller anticipated
the enemy's movement, and when the Federals arrived, they found
the position well defended. After finding the Confederate
position impregnable, Gen. Newton withdrew his forces to

Key West.

Confederate losses in the battle were placed at three
men killed. The Federals lost 148. ‘
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Natural Bridge of the St. Marks River is a swampy.

e

area. near the southern boundary of Leon County, where the rlver
passes through a series of underground passages between
and rises for a distance of perhaps half a mile. “This produces
an intricate series of disconnected short channels which,
beginning at a rise, flow above ground for a short dlstance to
disappear underground at a sink. The last rise is in a basin,
from where the river flows above ground to its confluence with
the Wakulla River. About one-half mile below the basin, the

river is traversed and dammed by a ledge of lime rock.

The disappearance of the river between sink and rise forms
a "natural bridge," and affords crossing of the St. Marks
River.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In March of 1865, a Federal force of between 600 and

1nland toward the 1nter10r and the Capltol ‘at Tallahassee.
Upon arrival at Newport, it was concluded that

passage of the St. Marks River at that point, either by
way of the heavily defended bridge or by fording was
impossible. At this point, the Federal commanders made
a decision to make a night march to the so-called Natural
Brldge and attempt a passage there.

The Federal force was met at daybreak on March 6 at
Natural Bridge by a Confederate force of approximately
700 men including cadets from the West Florida
Seminary at Tallahassee. The Confederate forces were
deployed in such a manner as to permit a converging fire
at the point where the Federal force meant to cross.
Because of this superior position, they completely routed
the Union force and drove them back.

The results of the Battle of Natural Bridge prevented
the capture of the one State Capitol east of the Mississippi
River that was not entered by the Union armies until after
the close of the War Between the States.
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