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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Detroit Lakes Carmegie Library was built in 1913 according to the designs
of the architectural firm of Louis Claude and Edward F. Stark of Madison, Wisconsin,
Located near the central business area, this small, brick, library stands out as
an architectural gem in the community,

The library is a one story Prairie School styled building erected upon a
raised basement, The form and details of the style are evident in the leaded and
stained glass windows, terra cotta panels, horizontal massing, and the organic
relationship of the structure to its site, The most striking feature of the
exterior is the horizontal band of Sullivanesque terra-cotta which encircles the
building, broken occasionally by bands of windows directly beneath the wide over-
hang of the red-tiled, low hipped roof. The high relief terra-cotta ornamental
panel combines organic and stylized foliage framed by a geometric band,

The interior of the library is comprised of a full basement divided into
storage and office space and on the main floor a simple one room library. Seven
foot high oak bookshelves line the walls of the main floor and divide the room
into horizontal spaces, A three faced circulation desk stands in the center of
the floor behind which is a librarians' desk., To the left is a brick fireplace,

Suspended fluorescent lights hung in ornamental cast brass cradles, congruous -
with the building's design, oak doors to which the original knobs and locks were
attached, and steam heat constitute the structural changes which have taken place
over the past 62 years,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Detroit Lakes Library lies both in the role that it
has played in the intellectual and cultural growth of the small northern Minnesota
community of Detroit Lakes and in the architectural style which is represents.

In 1911 the Carnegie Foundation of New York granted $10,000 for the construction
of a community library in DetroéE/Lakes. Utilizing a design prepared byp the
architectural firm of Claude and Stark the library was completed by fgfgl Since
its completion the building has served not only as the community's only library
but also as a supply storage centepr-for the Red Cross and as a center for the Red
Cross and as a central book distribution facility supplying early independent
schools with textbooks, Its recent affiliation with the Lake Agassiz Regional
Library System has brought about a marked increase in community services,

Architecturally, the library is a fine example of the Praif{g/School style of
. architecture, The libgary combines the design elements of the Prairie School
style with a Sullivaesque ornamentation, The harmony created by this combination
was purposefully articulated by the architects Edward F. Stark and Louis Claude,
the latter having worked with both Frank Lloyd Wright and Louig/ﬁullivan.

The sound condition and continuous serviceability of the library attest to the
excellence of Claude and Stark's design, a design limited only by the size of the
$10,000 grant originally allotted by the Carnegie Foundation for its comstruction.
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