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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
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Photo number 

ER AN KLIN ST. 

\ (over) 

Organization F.R.O.H.P 

Date October 6, 1980 

Town Fal l River 

Address 100 Rock Street 

Historic Name Central Congregational 

Church 

Use: Present Church 

Original Church 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1875, 1891 

Source A A PT M/WRtf?r Dept/Bldg pprmi t 

S t y l e Pnc;Vin-ian f . n t h i r 

Architect Hflrti»rPl1 ^wave^y 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c H^- ; r-V^ q r - n t r h Hra-ni t f^ 

O u t b u i l d i n g s Pi lg- ram HnnQf^ (Clunrlpiy Cl^honn 

Major alterations (with dates) 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage one acre or less 

Setting 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community.) " 

This is a major Fall River Structure i n the Ruskinian Gothic Style. I t is the work o£ the 
prominent Boston firm of Hartwell § Swazey, who published illustrations of i t i n the f i r s t 
volume of American Architect ^ Building News v^en i t was newly completed, with i t s red 
pressed brick walls shayply contrasted with l i g h t buff-colored scotch granite trim, and 
the tensions created between horizontal and vertical design elements, the church is a 
clear example of i t s style. I t is related to several other major buildings of i t s type of 
Fall Rive I-: of these large Ruskinian structures, the Academy Building on South Main Street 
and four fi r e ^ s t a t i o n ^ a l s o known to have been designed by Hartwell § Swazey. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played i n local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

Parish History: Seventy members of the First Orthodox Congregational Church, then under 
the pastoral care of Rev. Orin Fowler, were dismissed from that church, and united to form 
this new body. A council con5)osed of the pastors of the neighboring churches, with their 
delegates, confirmed and r a t i f i e d the organization which assumed the name of the Central 
Congregational Society. A l o t on Bedford St. • known as the Massasoit lo t , was donated 
by the Durfee family for the erection of a church. Under Reverend f^chael Bumham's 
ministry the church continued to prosper and increase i n numbers and i t was thought best 
to build a larger church In March and y^ril'1872 a valuable lot was sectired, comprising 
the:whole space on Rock Street between Franklin and Bank.;Streets'. I i i May. 1874 a contract 
was made for a.brick and,stone building i n the Victorian early English Gothic style^ 
designed by the firm of Hartwell ̂  Swazey. The church was opened and dedicated December 
13, 1875. An elegant." cloister joins the main, building to a chapel, erected i n 1891 
on trie south end of the l o t , facing Bank Street;; i t appears'-to have been part-of the: 
original design. - ' " " •• . .-Ĵ .̂: ,. . i .'.H. . "-'i,--.-

The Central Congregational Church is an outstanding exanple of Ruskinian Gothic, i t is 
intact on the exterior, as well as the interior' From i t s inception, i t has been the 
church of the e l i t e m i l l owners. By i t s integrity of design, setting, materials, 
workmanship § association, the church meets Criteria A and C of the National Register. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date, and publisher) 
Atlas of Bristol County-1895-Structure shown 
1883 Structure shown • . 
1871 no structure , A-A-''''^'''-A-
Water Department Central Church-June 15, 1876 app. #1204 • > ,' 
History of Bristol County-1883 pg. 394-353 • , ; 
Fall River Herald News clippings \.:. A ' -'y. . ::..::j^.y •• 
A.A. § B.N. Volume 1, p.5 (January 1, 1876) i l l . § Plan. 
Birds Eye View of Fall River, 1877 
Building Permit #177, Central Congregational Society, June 17, 1891, Brick and Stone Chapel 
48z90 with Rock foundation. 
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National Register off Historic P laces 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 17̂ 11 River M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State JIA. 

Nomination/Type of Review 

11- Borden, Ariadne J . & Mary A . , House 

Date/Signature 

Keeper ^7/^//^ /tiU^yl^j^, 
fiiibatantlva Eevlew 

-̂>*... "'A"̂ '̂"A'' "AA' .''A''. ~ Attest 
, • '̂ "'"̂ ^ A - - - - - - l i - aca t Hetermined S i i g i ^ I g y 
;V 12. Border City Mills BalsfanHrg WQVT^ Keeper /z-/y/:? fL^^AL^ 

; . . DOE/OWMER OBJECTION 

13. Borden, N. B . , School 

Attest 

Entered I n the pfeeper ^6 ,A/ r^ /ps:^-t^<i-i^?^^u^ 
National Beglster 

Attest 

14. Borden-Winslow House f ^ . ! ? ! * _ /l^eper ^ ^ / y j ,o,jLU..^.^^^^.^o^ 
Hatlonal Beglater 

Attest 

15. Brayton Methodist Episcopal ChtJ^c^^ ,̂̂ ^ j^^.^ t i i ^ 
Hatlonal Beelster 

/l^eper ^<.Ai ^ tyy^-^Ar-L-.^.-idyi''-^ 

16. Brightman. H a t h » a y . House ^^^^^^^J^J^ ta r 

Attest 

pfeeper ^<^A.> 

Attest 

17. Bristol County Superior Court^^;^®^^^^^Jg^Qj.feeeper j/^Ai ) oS^-^-^^'^dy^ 

•A'" , - - A . ' ,. Attest 

18. Cadedy, Squire William B., House^^^^ in the (deeper <:P<^-<-d,-•^^.^:..4^yyc.^ 

. • -;v,_ s i t iomal Beglster ^^^^^^ 

19. Cataract Engine Company No. m tlie {^Keeper oA'^Ayy Ah-^--'-^-^'--^^y'''-^ 
nat ional Isgtstesr 

• ' -r Attest 

;;atJ,onal^ Hegtatejf Attest 



NATIONAL R E Q I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

(•tioMi Pwk 

£YALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Central Congregational Church (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

l4 //^A3-/A-Working Nc . - - 
F«d. R«fl. O a f ; ^  
D a t * Qua- 3 -
Action: — I T A C C E P T ^ f / ^ ^ 

totered in the RETURN rMubmission 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant uatlonal Beglster R E J E C T 
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy: 
appaal 

Substantlva Raviaw: ^ . s a m p l a _ r a q u e s t apoaai _ N R decision 

Raviawar'a commanta: 

Racom./Critar ia 
R a v i a w r 
Discipllna 
Data 

aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: .tachnical corractions cited balow 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l P e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

(Mka 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

aiMeHle *mtma 

l a l M f u M l a 

Mr 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 

c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to ' 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

I of non«MMM prapwty 

4mmcrliMmm mm* Juattfteatlon 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Tlw waluaMd tlgnlttcanc* ol t t i l * praparly wttnin th * . tat* 

national state local 

Historic Prassrvstlon OtWcar aignatura 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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