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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNLFI CANCE  (Describe inmportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildings within comunity.) "

This isamjor Fall River Structurein the Ruskinian Gothic Style. [tisthe work of the
prom nent Boston firm of Hartwel| 8 Saazey, who published illustrations of it inthe first
vol unme of Anerican Architect ~ Building News vten it was newy conmpleted, with its red
pressed brick walls shayply contrastedwith light buff-colored scotch granite trim and
the tensions created between horizontal and vertical design elements, the church isa
clear exanple of its style. Itisrelated to several other mgor buildings of its typeof
Fall Rivel-: of these |arge Ruskinian structures, the Acadeny Building on South Main Street
and four fire*station”also known to have been designed by Hartwel | & Saazey.

H STAR CAL SIAN FI CANCE (Explainthe role owiers played inlocal or state
history and howthe building relates t othe devel opment of the comunity.)

Parish History: Seventy nenbers of the First Othodox Congregational Church, then under
the pastoral care of Rv. Orin Fower, were dismssed fromthat church, and united to form
this newbody. A council con5)osed of the pastors of the neighboring churches, with their
del egates, confirmed andratified the organization which assuned the nane of the Central
Congregational Society. Al otonBedford St. < known as the Massasoit |ot, was donated
by the Durfee famly for the erection of achurch. Under Reverend f”"chael Bumhams
mnistry the church continued to prosper andincrease i nnunbers andit was thought best

to build a larger church I'nNMarch and y”ril' 1872 a val uable | ot was sectired, conprising
the: whol e space on Rock Street between Franklin and Bank.;Sreets'. i My. 1874 acontract
was nade for a.brick and, stone building i nthe Victorian early English Gothic style?
designed by the firm of Hartwell ~ Saazey. The church was opened and dedi cat ed Decenber
13, 1875. An elegant." cloister joins the main, building to achapel, erected i n 1891

on trie south end of the lot, facing Bank Street;; it appears'-to have been part-of the:
original design. - ' " " .M - I N P
The Central Congregational Church i s an outstanding exanple of Ruskinian Gothic, it is
intact onthe exterior, aswell as the interior' Fromits inception, it has been the

church of the elite mll owners. By its integrity of design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p 8 association, the church neets Criteria Aand Cof the National Register.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHFREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)
Atlas of Bristol County-1895-Structure shown

1883 Structure shown . .

1871 no structure , AATTNN-A-
Véter Department Central Church-June 15, 1876 app. #1204 > ,

Hi story of Bristol County-1883 pg. 394-353 ., ;

Fall River Herald News clippings LA’ Sy Ly e
AA 88BN Volune 1, p.5 (January 1, 1876) ill. & Plan.

Birds Eye Viewof Fall River, 1877

Building Permt #177, Central Congregational Society, June 17, 1891, Brick and Stone Chapel
48z90 wi t h Rock foundati on.
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