FORM B BUILDING® In Areano.  Jt.orjnno.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION K-G
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston i

1. Town V Jorcester
Address 158 Holden Street

Smith-Thaxter-Kerrifield Hous(
Name

Present u2 children's home

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form )
Photo number V/orcesLer Children

Present owner Friend Society

3. Description: ,,,, ,

Dat e Pé?hl?éielnt uf:li,t_;erations late

see reverse 7r9

Source
Roll 17 gtyie timber-frame vernacular
4. Map. Draw dcetch of building location Architect probably none
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabriccl*ProrrAA
Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features center-en trance
opening facade, large central
chimney, dentilled door frame,

hip roof
late 18tti-
Altered roof? Dae early 19th
centm'y
Moved no Date

_ Assessors' Book 19 p«28
(JIM- 5 Lotsizee Lot £0 62,14.0i- sq.ft.

,One acre or less Over one acre N
Approximate frontage 200'

Approximate distance of building from street

v.. CZ M. Seaman—o",
6. Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer”

Organization V"ore. Heritage Pres. Soc.
Date December 1977 >

(over)

30OM-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) Elisha Smith | 1

Original use farirjhouse

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  institutional residence after 191j.6

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) *
Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education . Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

linovm | ocally as the Merrifield House, 178 Hol den Street i s anmong
&' orcester' s ol dest buildings andis an excellent exanple of ei ghteenth-
century vernacular architecture. OF tinmber-frame construction, the
house has anearly square floor plan with a massive central chi mey
rising through the center of!"the structure's hip roof. The facade (south)
IS syifimetrical, consisting of a center entry flanked on each side by
two wi ndows (1st storey) andfive windows (2d storey). The facade entry
consists of an el aborate twelve-panel door (perhaps a replacement copy
of the original) set between thin pilasters which support a dentilled
cap. Onhce a common building type 1 nWrcester, central-chimey hip-roofed
houses are nowrare, with only three exanples extant. | nitspresent
«formthe Merrifield House may be the product of a late eighteenth-century
renovation inwhich the original structure was enlarged andboth the hip
roof andfront entry were added. Mre recent alterations are limite
to the replacement of original sash, perhaps in the early twentieth
century.

The nost [ikely first owner of 178 Holden Street is Elisha Smth I,
,a native of |/estonwho settled inWrcester near North Pond priorto
.the birth of his daughter, Mary, in 17i|l, Beti'Jeen 1775and 1792the house
was sold t oBenjam n Thaxter, who occupied the house inthe |ate ei?hteenth
and early nineteenth centuries. According toan 1890 history by Caleb
V('all, the house vjas purchased by Deacon Al pheus Merrifield around [8i].9
for his son, Francis Merrifield, who operated a farmhere. In |866
the farm and house were sold t oJanes Libby, v/hose helzz owned the

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
« propertyuntil ca.1913 when it yvia3 sold t othe Norton
Conpany which |ater gave i tt othe present owner,

Viorcester Historical Society. Organization file.
Vail, C "Mp of Wrcester's Earliest Settlers(“ (1877)

Nutt, C History of Worcester, vol. |, p,I60 (photo - "House at North
Worcester")
Spears, J, dd Landmarks and Hi storical Spots” 11931) 1] . 5»
\Nall,le/l\e% xJorth V/iorcester: ItsFirst Settlersandd dFarms. (1890
p. - 0.

A 5199
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



