
FORM B B U I L D I N G ' 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 17 

4. Map. Draw slcetch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. J .̂orjn no. 

2k-G 

1. Town VJorcester 

Address 158 Holden S t ree t 

Name 
S m i t h - T h a x t e r - K e r r i f i e l d Hous( 

Present use c h i l d r e n ' s home 

V/orcesLer C h i l d r e n 
Present owner F r i e n d Soc ie ty 

3. Description: , , , , , 
p r e -17 l i l . , a l t e r a t i o n s l a t e 

Date l 8 t h century? 

see reverse 7r9 
Source 

gtyie t imber - f r ame vernacular 

.Architect p robab ly none 

Exterior wall fabric cl^P^o^r^^ 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features center -en t rance 

opening facade , l a r g e c e n t r a l 

chimney, d e n t i l l e d door f rame, 
h i p r o o f 

l a t e l 8 t t i -
Date e a r l y 19 th 

centm'y 
Date 

Altered 

Moved 

r o o f ? 

no 
Assessors ' Book 1̂ .9, p«28 

( J I M - 5. Lot size: Lo t £0 62,l4.0i- s q . f t . 

,One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre ^ 

200' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

v;. CZ M. Seaman—o^, 
6. Recorded by B.R. P f e i f f e r ^ 

Organization V''ore. Her i t age Pres. Soc. 

Date December 1977 ' > 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

E l i s h a Smith I I 

farirjhouse 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates i n s t i t u t i o n a l res idence a f t e r 19lj.6 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) * 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
. Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

V»'orcester' s oldest 
century vernacular 
house has a nearly 
r i s i n g through the 

linovm l o c a l l y as the M e r r i f i e l d House, 1^8 Holden Street i s among 
buildings and i s an excellent example of eighteenth-
arc h i t e c t u r e . Of timber-frame construction, the 
square f l o o r plan w i t h a massive central chimney 
center of!"the structure's hip roof. The facade (south) 

IS syifimetrical, consisting of a center entry flanked on each side by 
two windows (1st storey) and f i v e windows (2d storey). The facade entry 
consists of an elaborate twelve-panel door (perhaps a replacement copy 
of the o r i g i n a l ) set between t h i n p i l a s t e r s which support a d e n t i l l e d 
cap. Once a common bu i l d i n g type i n Worcester, central-chimney hip-roofed 
houses are now rare, with only three examples extant. In i t s present 

•form the M e r r i f i e l d House may be the product of a l a t e eighteenth-century 
renovation i n which the o r i g i n a l structure was enlarged and both the hip 
roof and f r o n t entry were added. More recent a l t e r a t i o n s are l i m i t e d 
to the replacement of o r i g i n a l sash, perhaps i n the early twentieth 
century. 

The most l i k e l y f i r s t owner of 1^8 Holden Street i s Elisha Smith I I , 
,a native of l/eston who s e t t l e d i n Worcester near North Pond p r i o r to 
.the b i r t h of his daughter, Mary, i n 17i|l, Beti'Jeen 1775 and 1792 the house 
was sold to Benjamin Thaxter, who occupied the house i n the l a t e eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries. According to an I89O h i s t o r y by Caleb 
V('all, the house vjas purchased by Deacon Alpheus M e r r i f i e l d around l8ij.9 
f o r his son, Francis M e r r i f i e l d , who operated a farm here. In I866 
the farm and house were sold to James Libby, v/hose helzz owned the 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

• property u n t i l ca.1913 when i t yia.3 sold to the Norton 
Company which l a t e r gave i t to the present owner, 

V/orcester H i s t o r i c a l Society. Organization f i l e . 
V a i l , C. "Map of Worcester's E a r l i e s t S e t t l e r s " (1877) 
Nutt, C. History of Worcester, v o l . I , p,l60 (photo - "House at North 

Worcester") 
Spears, J, Old Landmarks and Historical Spots^ (1931) p.ll|.5» 
wail, Caleb. xJorth V/orcester: Its First Settlers and Old Farms. (I89O), 

p.11^-5. " ' 

"'^ 5 19S0 



'''^^^^MA CIAJ^^^^-CA^XL. '"'"^"V. 30. 79, 
TECHNICAL , ̂  CONTROL 

Photos 3 . 
Maps 4> S • - - • 

£^uA^£,mS-A*»UAAZ^^ ŷtA ŷfŷ ££ -̂̂ fi-̂ -ttĉ ĵiZtyî  j4»^ A'TCL _-€*c.et*̂ . <c*î  H I S T O R I A N 
^ Yly/eytCA^fA^- Y i t H y ^^^nA/UtyY ^ACo£A,y^Ay^ ^ y^AALyO^^yJ^ A^ ^ i u U / Y Z c A < ^ 

^yAytiyAyc^iyttAA^ • ""T^/ y^y^^^aCyyAtAUtjLA^ .yyt<.yV-^.My^Syty y^-^je.^^ ^t.<£^ CK^A^yYXy»U^ 

l/LACtJ^yfi/P'^' (fo'oAL ^Y<^^ yA^ ^pi-cy^^^A-y:^ ^y^yny:iyYAo>YAjsA /yycAyY^ /e>^o-y9 
ylyAyLAUAAeL <V A J J I t y i i ^ ^ O y ^ y L ^ ) Y ^ . . A ^ jyLy>^ ^ y X ^ ^ y y ^ 

^ H ^ j - A ^ s ^ c A ^ /^^.^^^W^RCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
fi4nyk..t-«yLAyAyt»^ A^yoy ^.•^yAAL^. "^^/t^CV- ^Jt-\.^y<'AAyy^ yCyYctAi )^yi-^t^yL, 

^l^li^yfeAAiACixy^ ^^AuL ^^AJACAL ^^t^:^^&/^^ '^/^AAyti. 
^ y P y.. ' ^ .^^ / ^ 2 - ^ - ? //O-CRb'ii 111-9 Oyy^ / S O 0 b' SD 

Cty^yyy^ .v^^/^- /pt^-yAy i4yy>..y./~Xi /^^ 5^ tJ'^ , ' A in / j ri 
^4-. /MH^-/V| byyj^ I y^ hTn^iiityi^-^ i^^AiJ -h he- gyliLtl'n^ J^/^c|Yl(AUMyJ ^ (yuiu LAuLY} 

{v-yŷ y. ^ M / r ^ ARCHEOLOGIST 

l o Z - I - 3 — f o y - ^ c ^ A -S^-ccrM^Cfi.,-^-^ au--X <LyjA-»~-^yrysz^ii^'^yv^ r \ \ \ ^ A ^ +.^9^1^ h i Itwz-

/̂/̂ / 5 &Y<!̂ /Jctus Au. /̂ecA&tA/Â  AfÂ Â̂  /2>Â  /2>y{Â rAYf Anipŝ /ŷ  ÂP> f̂ f OTHER 

AUWAY PH/YPY P/A AAiA- e&/Jl?iiU imYi SY4^A^(AY PP S/y^Aj/PfCAfJ::^ /I0 y^ucy^ioifAA 
r6<yPlAlA^ CyfY^^^ nf^A^olAtArC-f DA^yf-i^/^ /H ^ y A^f" Y^AA/y-y^/t^u; zAw^ 

Tk^t^^ '^lY'/^iP^^'^^^ A^rAsx/jA/^. Y^PY U^AA^ ytA>r AY^^^'f^f AfACyA<A/Y 
//Yt Âce Â sAiJp a^*i^Y P̂ Â An̂ ^ ^K)A^<fi ,/tâ eAî e uyfi/y-xf/yji HAER 
yyyuj^ A/icp^^Y /vc^i^ AfreA-^ ^ 2//'/^l^^^^^-

^ ^ / j ^ A i AeoPatAlS^ l i i ^ I DO PAY ^ A i ^ J l A Y f f ^ ^ At<^ Inventory 
^ / / ( - C Y A P - / } - U e m i ^ A f Y f ^ . Y M — l u e b b ' U , Review 

/30'^-A^- PD(^ jUAff^^'iUi^ lOT^^f^fiAi /pO/P^iMcM^aAyj-fe/AAPY 
A / ^ - L ' ? J ̂ s & ^ ' ! ^ r Aĥ Ajt//fJ6(f Aik>preyppAJonû  R E V I E W UNIT C H I E F 

i^r nYAAei/^ mi Ptuc* SAY PJA- m AA^ 
\ PAO APOimAJA^ POtUiU^fAnK} Sl^BAUm- I JOP^AA^ 

r '' -' '^V' 3^ [nii'il "' I 111 ^-^-•••^^ BRANCH CHIEF ^s/a 

S>/<^^ C^Crr̂ ŷ AAW.̂  6>/§y'5C, ' C^iJui-c/ -Ai a.cA«)x- e^n-xAtK-^ L ^ J U u j ' K E E P E R 

-Ci6i>-'> ) ^- W' <3o- CkSO -'^ (-Y^KJL-, -As't TT-^" ^'^'"^ ) ' ' 

National Register Write-up Send-back 1 Entered J25Q___5J980 
Federal Register Entry ĉ ' • ̂1 Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritaqe Conservation and Recreation Service 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


