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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lexington City National Bank Building occupies a prominent location on the 
corner of West Main Street and Gheapside in the downtown business district of 
Lexington, Kentucky. This location is directly across from the west corner of the 
Fayette County Courthouse and is an anchor to the square commonly known as Courthouse 
Square. Cheapside, which runs along the east side of this building, was once the 
market square for Lexington.

Constructed in 19C&-05, the Lexington City National Bank Building is eight 
stories on a raised basement -(photo l). There is a mezzanine abo^e the first floor. 
The first story, the boldly plain basement and the mezzanine are treated as a base 
with rusticated (horizontally banded) granite piers between large mullioned double 
windows (photo 2). There are colossal paired unf luted columns with swag capitals 
flanking the recessed center entrance (photos 3 & ^)- The second story facade is 
faced in buff glazed tile with low relief obelisks over the entrance columns, panels 
on the press between bays, and an emphatic horizontal course accented by the 
guilloche meander above. The top (8th) floor and upper half of the 7th floor are 
lavishly treated in glazed tile, with rusticated wall areas, and cartouches and 
swags depending from the rich modillioned cornice above (photo 5). The 7*h:.st&cy double 
windows are segmental-arched with over-scaled triple "keystones" and continuous 
impost moldings under a subsidiary cornice. A large balustrade (closed over the 
wall areas below) acts as a parapet on the roof. From the third story up to the 
lower half of the seventh story the walls are clad in bare purplish-red brick with 
plain lintels. According to the early photographs, there were originally interesting 
scrolled iron grills over the first story windows, large metal lamp standards with 2 or 3 
globes each in front of the obelisks over the entrance, and a marquee suspended : .u 
chains over the sidewalk at the entrance (photo 6).

The 1907 Sanborn Insurance map describes the structure as "Fireproof construction;" 
in 193^ it was specified as having a steel frame, brick and tile-faced curtain walls.

As shown in a 1919 brochure, the interiors were rather sober, square piers 
divided the interior of the banking hall with lush but squashed capitals and denti 
culated moldings along the grid of beams. The interior has been thoroughly modernized, 
although some marble facing in the vestibule and elsewhere survives; there are handsome 
bronze doors with rosettes at the main entrance; and a large vault remains at the 
rear of the banking hall, labelled "Yale Automatic Belt Operating Device, No. 113, 
Stockwell & Fowler Patents, May 21, 1889; Two Patents, June 23, 1891; Aug. .20, 1901."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lexington City National Bank Building, "built in 1904-05, is a good 
example of a Beaux^Arts-inspired high-rise office building. This "building has a 
definite Baroque flavor, with highly contrasting "brick, stone and glazed-tile cladding 
over its fireproof steel structure and richly plastered ornament at the lower three 
and top two stories. Like several of its contemporary bank and office "skyscrapers," 
as well as a number of other commercial and institutional complex in Lexington, this 
Itwilding was designed by the Columbus, Ohio, firm of Richards, McCarty & Bulford. It 
housed not only the City National Bank, through various premutations and mergers, 
and later the Bank of Commerce, but also the headquarters of local utility companies 
and others drawn by the convenient location,

; The site on which the Lexington City National Bank is built has been 
important since the founding of Lexington. Only one block from Lexington's first 
blockhouse and fort (l?79) the land belonged to some of Lexington 1 s earliest settlers. 
The buildings formerly on this site housed not only banks, but also important local 
utility companies, and the Lexington Street Railway Company remained in the new 
building, as did perhaps the Lexington Water Co. There were supposedly 100 rooms, 
nearly all used as offices, with many other prominent tenants particularly during the 
earlier years, although the convenient location across from the courthouse has insured 
continuity through the years.

The Lexington City National Bank announced in early 1904- that they were 
contemplating erecting an eight-^story building on this site. The bank moved into 
its new quarters in late 1905* The Lexington Hejealcl (12/17/05) described the new 
building ehthusiastically, emphasizing the fireproof construction and lavish interior 
finish.

The architects of this building like two of the other four pre-World 
War I high-rise office buildings around the courthouse square in downtown Lexington, 
including the Security Trust building were Richards, McCarty & Bulford of Columbus, 
Ohio, with Clarence E. Richards apparently the designing partner in this oas®. Among 
these the City National .Bank Building is by far the most lavish, if not over-blown, 
in ornamental treatment, compared to the relatively severe Security Trust and McClelland 
Buildings, whose Beaux-Arts sources seem more Renaissance than Baroque, and whose 
ornamentation is mostly confined to the entrance features; this is also true of the 
five-story former Y.M.G.A. building nearby at the northwest corner of Mill & Church Sts. 
erected about the same time.

George B. Long of Buffalo?, but formerly of Lexington, was awarded the 
construction contract and he advertised the materials from the previous buildings
on the site for sale.
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With its contrasting red-brick "shaft" and tan-gray upper and lower stories, 
highly plastic surface and deeply-projecting cornices, the City National Bank is 
indeed a fine example of a Beaux-Arts style "skyscraper" and is a conspicuous feature 
of the central downtown.
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City National Bank Building

^exington
259-65 W. Main St.
Fayette
Kentucky

Lexington-Fayette Urban Go. Planning Commission Map
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