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The Blue Jay Inn was originally two separate hotels, 2-storey 
third pitch gabled roof. The front and main part of the pre­ 
sent inn was approximately 100' long and 20' deep. It had 
a small porch over the front door. There were five front 
bays. The front wall is probably log construction—the 
present owners were unable to go through the wall with a 
3' drill. It is all-over shingle finish, as are several 
homes in the same area. The second two-storey building was 
pushed against the main building as a wing, making it a 
T-shaped structure, with 80' length toward the back and a 
20' width. A large veranda running across the front and the 
side of the building were added in 1900.

There is also an annex to the inn immediately left of it, 
probably built about 1900.

On the main floor there are a lobby, a parlor, a gift shop, 
serving room, dining room and kitchen. Upstairs there are 
15 small guest rooms and one bath. Where the two buildings 
were joined, steps lead down to a lower level. There is 
a double fireplace sharing a single chimney between the 
parlor and the lobby.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Blue Jay Inn has served visitors to Buffalo Creek from 
1880 to the present. It was originally two hotels built 
to serve the many lumbering men in the Buffalo Creek area. 
The buildi ngs were pushed together to make one large 
hotel.

After the Denver, South Park and Pacific narrow gauge rail­ 
road came into the town on its way to the South Park mining 
districts in 1878, summer residents and tourists shared 

^ the honors as the significant activity in the area, along 
with the original lumbering, ranching, mining and quarrying 
The Buffalo Park Association was formed to develop a summer 
resort area near Buffalo Creek. It was originally owned 
by Joseph Bailey but was purchased by John Jerome. The 
Association was incorporated about 1890, at which time 
Mr, Jerome also acquired the Blue Jay Inn. He did not 
increase the number of rooms, but did add substantial 
verandas, modernized the kitchen, and built a dance 
pavilion. Of course, alcoholic beverages were exempted 
from sale anywhere in Buffalo Park. The inn did a 
lively business in the 1890's. There were Saturday 
night dances, the facilities were used as a meeting place 
for clubs, church groups and modified types of chautauquas.

In 1907 it was purchased for the Girls' Friendly Society, 
an Episcopalian sponsored group. It served as a summer 
vacation retreat for business girls, students and church 
workers. There was one small room reserved for the 
visiting preacher—otherwise, no men were allowed to set 
foot in the house.

After forty years there was no linger a need for this 
type of hostel, and it was sold to Mrs. Dan Davis and 
her daughter, Mrs. Chas. F. Ramus. It is now operated 
as a summer vacation inn.



Ryan, Edna Sirois. A Narrative History of Buffalo Creek 
and Buffalo Park Jefferson County Colorado. 
Claridge Printing Co, Denver, 1960.
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Guests of the Blue J ay Inn included such noteworthy people 

as:

President Teddy Roosevelt

Walter Cheeseman

James Moffat

Booker T. Washington

It is still listed in the FORD'S TRAVEL BOOK as one fcfi the 

best eating places in Colorado.
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