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1. N arne of Property 

historic name Fordyce-Ricks House Historic District 

other names/site number "The Cabin", Site #GA0487 

2. Location 

street & number 1501 Park Avenue 

city or town Hot Springs 

1:8] not for publication 

0 vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Garland code 051 zip code 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that thi s [8J nomination D 
request for determination of eligib il ity meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the Nationa l Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [8J meets D 
does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that thi s property be considered significant 
D nationally [8J state~i D locally. (See con tin ion sheet for additional co 
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State or Federal agency and bureau 
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D See continuation sheet 
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Register. 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) 

[;8;1 private D building( s) 

D public-local [;8;1 district 

D public-State D site 

[;8;1 public-Federal D structure 

D object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

NIA 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

LANDSCAPE/street furniture/object 

AGRICULTURE/animal facility 

7. Descri tion 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

OTHERIR.ustic 

Narrative Description 

Garland County, Arkansas 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously li sted resources in count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

3 

2 

14 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

17 4 Total 
--------~----------~----~-------

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

LANDSCAPE/street furniture/object 

AGRICULTURE/animal facility 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation CONCRETE/STONE 

walls WOOD 

roof ASPHALT 

other 

(Describe the hi storic and current condi tion of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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SUMMARY 

Garland County, Arkansas 
County and State 

The Fordyce-Ricks House Historic District, located at 1501 Park Avenue in Hot Springs, Garland County, 
was constructed between 1904 and 1909 for Samuel W. Fordyce, an Ohio native who moved to Arkansas in 
1876. The district is comprised of four buildings, fifteen structures, and two sites. The selected boundary · 
includes seventeen privately owned acres and approximately twenty acres of Hot Springs National Park. The 
house and selected structures are constructed of logs and designed in the rustic, Adirondack style. The 
interior and exterior of the Fordyce-Ricks House is relatively unchanged and original landscape features are 
extant around the estate. 

ELABORATION 
The Fordyce-Ricks House Historic District is located at 1501 Park Avenue in Hot Springs, Garland County, 
and includes seventeen privately owned acres and approximately twenty acres of Hot Springs National Park. 
The majority of the construction occurred over a five-year period (1904-1909) for Samuel W. Fordyce, and 
Ohio native who moved to Arkansas in 1876. The house is built oflogs and designed in the rustic, 
Adirondack style, a rare style of architecture for Arkansas but a significant part of Fordyce's railroad 
background. It was during this period that many of his contemporaries were building railroad destination 
hostelries in the American West. 

Nestled amid 37 acres adjacent to and in Hot Springs National Park, the two-story, Adirondack-inspired log 
house sits atop a steep ridge, facing southeast onto a naturalistically and formally landscaped front yard with 
the back grounds sloping sharply down to the Fordyce Lake. The Fordyce-Ricks House and remaining 
acreage were originally part of a 1,200-acre estate that included the house, a large carriage house (now a four­
car garage), a private lake, dam, boathouse (demolished), and a water wheel used to pump water from the 
lake to the house. The landscape features, such as a rustic shelter overlooking the lake, an arched stone 
bridge spanning the lake and a pergola drive, benches, stone walls, and walking and riding trails make this 
property host to many original features that were developed during a nearly 1 00-year period. 

Fordyce-Ricks House ("The Cabin")- Contributing 
The Fordyce-Ricks House, also known as "The Cabin", is the major contributing building on the estate. The 
house is situated off Arkansas Highway 7 (Park A venue) and screened from view by dense woods and a 
rising elevation change. The entrance to the property is through two massive stone gateposts along a winding 
circular drive to the crest of the ridge where the house sets. The two-story log home, built from timber on the 
site, is primarily octagonal in plan with an original, attached southwest oriented two-story wing. A large 
cupola crowns the octagonal portion of the house. A large wrap-around porch cradles the octagonal main 
section, and has a shed roof supported by large tree trunks . 

The house contains twelve rooms and occupies 4,338 square feet of space including a full basement and attic. 
Original features include window and door mouldings, all fireplaces, paneled doors, hardware, light fixtures, 
staircase, and paneling. 
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East Fa<;ade 
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The south end of the fac;ade is comprised of a projecting gable front section that contains a centered double­
hung, eight-over-one window on the first floor and a centered, double-hung, twelve-over-one window on the 
second floor. A louvered vent is present in the gable peak. 

To the north of the gable front section is a recessed side-gable section that contains two small, double-hung, 
eight-over-one windows on the first floor and two small, six-over-one, double-hung windows on the second 
floor. A large brick chimney pierces the roof in the center of the section. 

The final portion of the home proceeding north is the octagonal section of the house. On the southeast fac;ade 
of the section are two double-hung, nine-over-one windows, one facing southeast and one facing northeast 
where the house recesses to allow a deep porch. Northeast of those windows is a tripartite window with a 
nine-over-one central window flanked on each side by one six-over-one window. The second floor of the 
southeast fac;ade mirrors the first floor, except that above the tripartite window is a twelve-paned window on 
the left and a nine-over-one, double-hung window on the right. 

The east fac;ade of the octagonal portion contains the main entrance on the first floor. The front door, which 
is a Dutch door, has three vertical panes of glass in the upper half. The door, which has a transom above it, is 
flanked by a six-over-one window. To the right of the main entrance, the wrap-around porch has been 
screened in, and continues around the northeast fac;ade . The second floor of the east fac;ade has a pair of 
centrally placed, double-hung, nine-over-nine windows. A hipped roof dormer with a fifteen-over-one 
window provides light to the attic. 

The northeast fac;ade of the octagonal portion contains the enclosed porch on the first floor. The second floor 
has two double-hung, nine-over-nine windows facing northeast, and a southwest-facing, double-hung, nine­
over nine-window in between. 

North Fa<;ade 
The north fac;ade of the house is comprised of the northern end of the octagonal portion. The first floor 
contains a centrally placed entrance that opens onto a shed-roofed porch. The second floor has a centrally 
placed double-hung twelve-over-one window and a louvered vent is present in the gable peak. Wood knee 
braces spread out from the ends of the north fac;ade on the second floor to support the eaves of the gable roof. 

West Fa<;ade 
The northern portion of the west fac;ade is comprised of the octagonal section of the house. The northwest 
fac;ade of the octagon in the left bay has double-hung, nine-over one windows on the first and second floors . 
The right bay contains a short rectangular window on the second floor and a bay window on the first floor. 
The bay window has nine-over-one, double-hung windows on the northeast fac;ade and a centrally placed 
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nine-over-one window on the northwest fac;ade flanked on each side by a six-over-one, double-hung window. 
To the right of the bay window is a fieldstone chimney. 

The west fac;ade of the octagonal section of the house has a continuous row of twelve-over-one windows on 
the first floor. The second floor contains a centrally placed cantilevered window bay with a one-over-one 
window on its north and south sides and a row of five one-over-one windows on the west side. Each window 
has a transom above and a wood panel with an "X" below. A hipped roof dormer with a six-over-one, 
double-hung window crowns the fac;ade. 

The southwest fac;ade of the octagonal section in the left bay has a centrally placed wood door with 12 panes 
of glass and one wood panel below and three-pane transom above flanked on each side by a six-over-one 
wood window. A set of seven concrete steps with fieldstone edging leads up to the entrance. The right bay 
of the southwest fac;ade has a six-over-one, double-hung window on the left side of the bay and a nine-over­
one, double-hung window on the far right side. Above it, illuminating the inside stairwell, is a tripartite 
window with a stepped bottom, that mirrors the descent of the stairs. The left window is a six-over-one, 
double-hung window, the center window is a wide, twelve-over-one, double-hung window, and the right 
window is a six-over-one, double-hung window. Crowning the tripartite window is a three-panel, leaded­
glass window. 

To the south of the octagonal section is the recessed side-gable section. The first floor of this section 
contains two eight-over-one, double-hung windows. The second floor contains a projecting glassed-in porch 
supported by wood posts at the northwest and southwest comers set in field stone piers. The north and south 
sides of the porch have four one-over-one windows and the west side of the porch has five one-over-one 
windows. 

To the south of the recessed side-gable section of the house is the front gable section of the house. The first 
floor contains a pairing of one-over-one windows, and the second floor has two nine-over-one, double-hung 
windows. A louvered attic vent is in the gable peak. 

South F ar;ade 
Attached to the first floor of the south side of the house is a gable-roofed porte cochere. Also on the first 
floor of the south fac;ade is a five-bay-wide screened-in porch. Large screened-in openings make up the left 
most bay and the right three bays. The remaining bay has a wood door with screened-in top half. The second 
floor of the south fac;ade has three evenly-spaced, nine-over-one, double-hung windows. A hipped roof 
dormer with two six-over-one, double-hung windows is located at the attic level in the center of the fac;ade. 
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The carriage house is located to the southwest of the main house and was constructed shortly after the main 
house. It has a fieldstone first floor and board and batten second floor. It contains a central section with 
front-facingjerkinhead roof that is flanked on each side by identical side-facing, jerkinhead-roofed wings. 
The roof is composition shingles and the chimneys are brick. 

Northeast Fa9ade 
The northeast fa<;ade is the front of the building. The bottom floor contains a central entrance with a wood 
door with nine panes of glass in the top half. A hip roof canopy protects the entrance. On either side of the 
central entrance is a three-panel garage door with a four-paned window in each panel. The recessed wing on 
each side of the building has a four-panel garage door with a four-paned window in each panel. 

On the second floor of the building, above the main entrance, is a twelve-paned casement window. Above 
all of the garage doors are paired twelve-paned casement windows. A single nine-paned casement window 
flanked on each side by a large attic vent is located in the gable peak of the center section. 

Northwest Fa9ade 
The first floor of the northwest fa<;ade is covered by a large shed-roofed canopy. The second floor has a 
centrally placed pair of twelve-paned casement windows. 

Southwest Fa9ade 
The southwest fa<;ade of the building is covered by a screened-in porch. 

Southeast Fa9ade 
The second floor of the southeast fa<;ade has a central door with a pane of glass in the top half of the door. A 
wood deck with stairway down to the ground level projects out from the fa<;ade. 

Barn- Contributing 
The bam was built in 193 6-193 7, and is located to the southeast of the carriage house. It is built of oak and 
has a metal roof and dirt floor. The interior contains a single aisle with a tack room, feed room, nine stalls, 
and a corral and riding ring are located outside the bam. 

Spring House- Contributing 
The spring house is inserted into the hillside outside the house's kitchen, and was built at the same time as 
the main house. The fa<;ade of the spring house is constructed of brick with an arched top that is also lined 
with novaculite. The rest of the spring house is constructed of concrete and has a cedar shake roof. A central 
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doorway provides access to the spring house's interior. The interior consists of two niches on either side of 
the front door with a larger room for storage at the rear. 

Stone Wall, Terrace, and Barbecue Pit- Contributing 
Built in 1936-1937 the terrace is made of native stone from the Hot Springs area, and wraps around the entire 
back of the house. A stone retaining wall, which also serves as a bench, extends around the perimeter of the 
terrace. The stone wall ends on the north at the "Susan' s Rest" Trail, and ends at the south at the driveway. 

The barbecue pit is constructed of fieldstone and is set into the retaining wall. It has a rectangular bottom 
portion with a tapering triangular chimney stack. Four brick columns on top support the chimney cap. The 
barbecue pit has two openings in the bottom portion, a large one on the left with slanted top for the fire, and a 
rectangular opening on the right for the storage of wood. 

"Susan's Rest" Gazebo- Contributing 
The "Susan's Rest" gazebo was built for Susan Fordyce in her old age. It is an open structure with a red-tile 
roofthat contains a built-in bench and inlaid tile game table. The roof is supported by a tree trunk at each 
comer. It is located to the north of the main house adjacent to the trail, and overlooks Fordyce Lake. 

Fordyce Lake and Dam- Contributing 
The dam is built of fieldstone and concrete, and has crenellation on top to serve as spillways. The dam 
created the man-made lake on the property, which the Fordyce family used for fishing and a water supply for 
the estate. 

Stone Bridge- Contributing 
The large stone bridge on the property is a five-span structure that crosses Fordyce Lake. Each span is 
supported at each comer by fieldstone piers that also serve as posts for the guardrails. The guardrails are 
made of metal pipe, and the bridge' s deck is concrete. The central span of the bridge is flat while the two 
spans on either end slope down to the ground on each side. 

Water Wheel- Contributing 
The water wheel is made of cast iron, and was used to lift water to a cistern in an area behind the present-day 
carriage house. It is attached to a small fieldstone building with a shed roof. 

Small Bridge- Contributing 
The small bridge is located just upstream from the water wheel and downstream from the lake and dam. It is 
a small narrow arched bridge constructed of fieldstone. It allows access to both parts of the property across 
the stream. 
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The entrance gate consists of stone piers that flank the property's driveway. The piers are approximately 
three feet square and approximately nine feet tall. They are constructed of quartz and other stone native to 
the area. The comers, bottoms, and tops of the piers are built of semi -dressed stone, while the rest of the 
piers are constructed of undressed stone. The stone encasing for the mailbox is constructed of the same kinds 
of stone, which is also semi-dressed. The stone fence, which is approximately three to four feet tall, is 
constructed of the same kind of stone and proceeds northeast from the property's driveway to the Park 
A venue and Stonebridge Road intersection. 

Covered Bench - Contributing 
The covered bench is located adjacent to the children's play area, which was originally a lawn tennis court. 
The bench itself consists of two stone slabs set on top of three fieldstone piers. The bench is covered by a 
small gable roof structure. The roof is covered with cedar shakes and is supported by two tree trunk posts 
with knee braces. 

Riding/Walking Trail Bench- Contributing 
The riding/walking trail bench is a small bench constructed of a stone slab on a solid fieldstone base. It is 
located on a remnant of the riding/walking trail system that connected the Fordyce-Ricks House with the 
Fordyce Bathhouse downtown, Indiana Mountain, and the Sunset Trail. 

Driveway Pergola- Contributing 
The driveway pergola is constructed of logs and piers of native stone. The roof latticework of the pergola 
consists of wood crosspieces and a grid work of twisted metal rods. The southern entry to the pergola is 
flanked on each side by a stone chair. Each chair is built out of a variety of local stones that form a 
medallion pattern on the seat backs. 

Lawn Tennis Court- Non-Contributing 
The lawn tennis court consists of a flat area of lawn next to the covered bench. It is currently used as a 
children's play area, and no longer conveys that it was a tennis court. 

Stone Pond- Non-Contributing 
The small stone pond was located across the driveway fro the main entrance to the house. It had are­
circulating center fountain that erupted into two huge shell halves that spilled into the main pond basin. 
Currently, the pond is filled in and steps descend onto a lower lawn where it is located. 
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The outdoor staircase is located at the beginning of the trail in the vicinity of the driveway pergola. The steps 
are constructed of novaculite. They descend towards the dam and water wheel and the site of the boathouse. 

Riding or Walking Trail- Contributing 
The trails on the property are part of a larger circuit of trails that accessed the Fordyce Bathhouse downtown, 
Indian Mountain, as well as Sunset Trail. Those left on the property are somewhat overgrown but still clearly 
evident. They go around the lake and back to the main house. The trail to the lake begins between the main 
house and the driveway pergola. Park benches were on many of the trails, and historically, it was like being 
in the national park. 

Barbecue Pit by the Stone Bridge- Contributing 
The barbecue pit by the stone bridge is located at the south end of the bridge. It is built out of fieldstone and 
featu~es a rectangular pit and an arched opening at the firebox. The pit also features a round chimney. A 
framework of metal pipe is also present, which was used for scalding hogs. 

Boathouse Piers- Non-Contributing 
Concrete piers in the lake near the dam are all that remain of the two-story boathouse that was demolished 
c.l993 by the National Park Service because of safety concerns. The building had a cedar shake roof and 
siding made of split logs. It had space to house one boat. Openings simulating a door and two windows 
were located on the first floor, and a staircase to the loft was to the right of the doorway. The upstairs was a 
screened-in open loft. 

Small House- Non-Contributing 
A small house for one of the Ricks' daughters was built on the hill to the west ofthe main house in 1962. 
The house is of frame construction with board and batten siding, and rests on a concrete block foundation. 
The gable roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. 

INTEGRITY 
The Fordyce Ricks House Historic District has excellent integrity. Although the size of the estate has been 
reduced drastically over the years, the remaining portion retains many of the landscape features that were 
present when the Fordyce and Ricks families lived at the estate. Alterations to the main house over the years 
have been minor, and have included some minor interior renovations and the addition of a carport in the early 
1980s. Since the alterations have been minor, the house remains an excellent example ofthe Rustic style, 
and is one of the best examples in Arkansas. Overall, the Fordyce-Ricks House Historic District remains an 
excellent example of an early twentieth-century country estate. 
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The Fordyce-Ricks House, constructed between 1904-1909 and located in Hot Springs, Arkansas, is being 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with statewide significance under Criterion B for its 
association with early Hot Springs entrepreneur Samuel W. Fordyce and with General Earl Thornton Ricks, 
as well as under Criterion Cas the best example of Rustic, Adirondack architecture in Hot Springs. 

ELABORATION 
The Fordyce-Ricks House was constructed over a five-year period (1904-1909) for Samuel W. Fordyce. 
Fordyce was born in Senecaville, Ohio, on February 7, 1840. After serving as captain and Inspector General 
of the Army of the Cumberland during the War Between the States, Fordyce settled in Huntsville, Alabama, 
and in 1866 married Susan E. Chadick, siring three sons and one daughter: Samuel Wesley, Jr. , William C. , 
John Rison, and Jane. Failing health forced Samuel Fordyce to visit Hot Springs, Arkansas, in the mid-
1870s, to partake of the curative thermal waters. After only months of treatment, Fordyce, much improved in 
health, returned to Huntsville. After much consideration, he moved his family and banking business to Hot 
Springs in 1876. 

In Hot Springs, Fordyce established the first opera house, the Arlington and Eastman Hotels, the water, gas, 
and electric plants, the street railway system, and the Hot Springs Golf and Country Club. Perhaps more 
importantly, he persuaded President Ulysses S. Grant to establish the Hot Springs Commission to monitor 
rents and enterprises along Hot Springs Creek, and then convinced him to set aside the whole creek corridor 
(including Hot Springs and East Mountains) as part of the national reservation. Fordyce also personally 
designed and laid out streets and trails in the reservation lands. 

In 1885, Samuel W. Fordyce became president of the Cotton Belt Railroad. His new position required that 
he and his family move from Hot Springs to St. Louis, Missouri. Reluctantly, Fordyce and his family left 
Hot Springs, but kept their business enterprises and property, thinking someday to retire back to Hot Springs. 
By 1903 Samuel W. Fordyce had retired from his tenure as president of the Cotton Belt Railroad and longed 
to return to Hot Springs. In anticipation of moving back to Arkansas, Fordyce hired St. Louis architect John 
Lawrence Mauran to assist in the design of a log horne that Fordyce and his wife could retire to. In 1904 
construction began on the twelve-room, 4,338-square-foot horne situated on the 1,200-acre estate that 
Fordyce owned. In addition to the house, a large, four-stall, two-story carriage house was built. A dam was 
constructed across a creek to create a private lake, whose amenities included a water wheel used to pump 
water to the house, a boathouse, and an arched stone bridge across the lake. Decorative landscape features 
included stone retaining walls and gate posts, arbors with benches, a large wisteria pergola spanning the mile 
long circular drive, and a rustic shelter overlooking the lake. Construction was completed in 1909 on the 
Fordyce estate. 
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Samuel W. Fordyce died on August 3, 1919, in Atlantic City, New Jersey. The Fordyce family kept the 
house, gradually selling acreage to the National Park (including the lake, dam, water wheel, and boathouse) 
until the estate had been reduced to around 400 acres by the time it was sold to General Earl Thornton Ricks 
in 1937. 

Earl Thornton Ricks grew up in Stamps, Arkansas, and attended Parks Air College in St. Louis, Missouri, 
where he became fascinated with flying. In 1930 he married Hazel Brown (also of Stamps), the daughter of 
wealthy lumber magnate Thomas A. Brown. In 1934 the couple moved to Hot Springs where Ricks was a 
partner in an automobile dealership. In 1937 the couple purchased the Fordyce house and property and made 
it their home, making certain changes that give the house its present appearance. Just before the start of 
World War II Earl Ricks joined the air national guard as a pilot. When the war started, the national guard 
was activated and Ricks was moved from base to base before being sent permanently to the 36th Street Air 
Base (now the Miami National Airport) as a lieutenant colonel and commanding officer. Early in 1944, 
Ricks was sent overseas for duty in North Africa and the Pacific as part of the Air Transport Command. At 
the end of the war he returned to Hot Springs where he was elected mayor in 1946. Shortly thereafter, he was 
appointed adjutant general of the Arkansas National Guard. Within a few years Earl Ricks was promoted to 
chief of all National Guard operations, land and air, and made major general. General Earl Thornton Ricks 
died in January 1954. He was posthumously inducted into the American Aviation Hall ofFame. 

The Fordyce-Ricks house remains in the ownership of the Ricks family today. Although severely reduced in 
acreage to only sixteen privately-held acres encompassing the main house (approximately 20 acres being 
nominated are owned by the National Park Service), the estate retains its original feeling and Rustic, 
Adirondack appearance. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Fordyce-Ricks House, constructed between 1904-1909 and located in Hot Springs, Arkansas, is being 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with statewide significance under Criterion B for its 
association with early Hot Springs entrepreneur Samuel W. Fordyce and with General Earl Thornton Ricks, 
as well as under Criterion Cas the best example of Rustic, Adirondack architecture in Hot Springs. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Approximately 37 acres. 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

15 
Zone 

2 15 

496787 
Easting 

496890 

3821654 
Northing 

3821654 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title RaJ h S. Wilcox 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street 

3 

4 

Garland County, Arkansas 
County and State 

15 
Zone 

15 

497129 
Easting 

496787 

D See continuation sheet 

August 18, 2003 

(501) 324-9787 

city or town Little Rock state 

date 

telephone 

AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any add itional items.) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request ofSHPO or FPO.) 

name Hazel Brown Ricks Estate (Gayle Ricks Spruell and Nancy Ricks Bryant, Co-Executrix) 

street & number 1501 Park Avenue telephone 

city or town Hot Springs state AR zip code 71901 

3821374 
Northing 

3821191 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for 
listing or determine eligib ility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listing. Response to thi s request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance 
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of thi s form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. 0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 200 13-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork 
Reductions Projects (I 024-00 18), Washington, DC 20303 . 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Garland County, Arkansas 
Coun ty and State 

Beginning at the iron pin found in the Highway 7 right-of-way, approximately 300 feet southwest of the 
Entrance Gate, then proceeding northeasterly along Highway 7 to the centerline of Stonebridge Road, then 
proceeding northwesterly 1,250 feet along Stonebridge Road, then proceeding westerly 375 feet, then 
proceeding southerly 1,625 feet to the point ofbeginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
The boundary encompasses the concentrated cluster of historic resources associated with the Fordyce-Ricks 
House that maintain integrity of location, setting, design, feelings, association workmanship, and materials 
that contribute to the overall significance of the Fordyce-Ricks House Historic District. 
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SKETCH MAP KEY 

1) Fordyce-Ricks House ("The Cabin") 
2) Carriage House 
3) Bam 
4) Spring House 
5) Stone Wall, Terrace, and Barbecue Pit 
6) "Susan's Rest" Gazebo 
7) Fordyce Lake and Dam 
8) Stone Bridge 
9) Water Wheel 
1 0) Small Bridge 
11) Entrance Gate, Mailbox, and Stone Fence 
12) Covered Bench 
13) Riding/Walking Trail Bench 
14) Driveway Pergola 
15) Lawn Tennis Court 
16) Stone Pond 
17) Outdoor Staircase 
18) Riding or Walking Trail 
19) Barbecue Pit by the Stone Bridge 
20) Boathouse Piers 
21) Small House 

Garland County, Arkansas 
Coun ty and State 
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The Department of 
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Mike Huckabee, Governor 
cathie Matthews, Director 

Arkansas Arts Council 

• 
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Commission 

• 
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• 
Delta Cultural Center 

• 
Old State House Museum 

A 
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Presetvation Program 

1500 Tower Building 
323 Center Street 

Little Rock, AR 72201 
(501 )324-9880 

fax: (501)324-9184 
tdd: (501)324-9811 

e-mail: 
info@arkansaspreservation.org 

website: 
www.arkansaspreservation.org 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

~ w 

September 12, 2003 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
8th Floor 
1201 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

RE: Fordyce-Ricks House Historic District - Hot Springs, 
Garland County, Arkansas 

Dear Carol: 

We are enclosing for your review the above-referenced nomination. 
The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with all 
applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements in the 
nomination process. 

If you need further information, please call Ralph S. Wilcox of my staff 
at (501) 324-9787. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Cathie Matthews 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

CM:rsw 

Enclosure 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H30(2280) 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

SEP 2 6 2003 

Keeper of the National Register 

Acting Associate Director, Cultural Resources 

National Register Concurrent Nomination for the Fordyce-Ricks House Historic District 

I concur in the nomination of the Fordyce-Ricks House Historic District, prepared by Ralph Wilcox of the 
Arkansas SHPO staff and approved by the Superintendent of Hot Springs National Park. Let me express 
sincere appreciation of the SHPO's work to document this district, which includes some lands within Hot 
Springs National Park. My thanks go to everyone involved in this project. 

Please provide the park with a copy of the completed signature page, should you approve this documentation. 

Thank you, as always , for your consideration. 
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