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Sneed and his son, Charles Sneed in the spring of 1830. They located a claim embracing several
thousand acres of the best land on the Osage River.”

Following among the earliest settlers “on the head waters of the Osage River were James
Fancher, J.F. Sisco and James M. Kenner. This community was first named ‘Fairview’ by

J.F Sisco in approximately 1838. It was J.F. Sisco that rolled the first house on trucks drawn by
oxen from a point several hundred yards distant. Sisco & Bro. were the first merchants. The
town in 1889 was comprised of four residences, the general store of Frank Shubert, two drug
stores of Drs. Poynor and the school house. The post office was known as Osage. There were
two lodges in 1889 of Masons and Odd Fellows.”’

J.F. Sisco was one of the first to settle in the Osage Valley. Thomas F. Sisco Sr. appears to be
his son. However, in 1889 Goodspeed’s, research could not confirm that.® According to the
family history entries in the Carroll County Historical book, it appears that Thomas Fancher
Sisco, Sr., was involved in the establishment of Osage as was his son Granville F. Sisco.
Thomas Fancher Sisco, Jr., was the tenth child of T.F. Sisco, Sr., and actually established the
community of Delmar further east from Osage but still on the Osage River. He started the
businesses so many families depended on for many years in the Delmar area.’

The Delmar area in the Osage Valley provided rich farmland along the Osage River but also
served many families and their farms up on the mountain northeast, just above Delmar along
what families call the Delmar/Capps Road; it was once a thriving, alive area for many families
and generations.10 Thomas Fancher Sisco, Jr built his home on the hill overlooking his
businesses, his farming fields spread behind Delmar and along the Osage River. In Delmar he
had the general store, post office, gristmill, sawmill, and the blacksmith shop.11

All of this land was owned by the Sisco family in the early to mid-1800s and, minus the land for
the Shady Grove Delmar structure which was deeded over to Carroll County School District #26
in 1923," is still owned by later generations of Siscos today.

Thomas Fancher Sisco, Jr., was called “Miller Tom” because he owned the mills in Delmar. He
learned his trades for being a farmer, miller and merchant from his father, Thomas Fancher
Sisco, Sr. Just as his father and grandfather, Will Sisco later took over the family businesses in

® Goodspeed’s History of Northwest Arkansas 1889. Reprint of the Carroll County Section of the Goodspeed
Publishing Company’s Northwest Arkansas History, Tucson, AZ: A Plus Printing Company, p. 6.

7 Goodspeed’s History of Northwest Arkansas 1889. Reprint of the Carroll County Section of the Goodspeed
Publishing Company’s Northwest Arkansas History, Tucson, AZ: A Plus Printing Company, pp. 6-9 and 41.

¥ Carroll County Historical & Genealogical Society accounts in Carroll County Families: These Were the First, Vol.
I, 1991, p. 548.

? Carroll County Historical & Genealogical Society accounts in Carroll County Families: These Were the First, Vol.
[, 1991, p. 548.

1% Federal U.S. Census, 1860, 1870, 1880; Anecdotal accounts as told by Granville Gibbs to son Alvin Gibbs and
grandson, Cecil Gibbs and told to Alice Lewis by mother Zillie Gibbs Armstrong Keith.

" Anecdotal accounts and onsite visits with Cecil Gibbs showing locations of all Sisco businesses and properties.

2 Carroll County Deed Records, County Clerk, Carroll County Courthouse, Berryville, AR, Book 44, p. 366.
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