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See instructions  in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic rpAVID LANE HOUSE fpreferred)

ado comon . The House on the Hill
2. Location

drest & numba 137 North Road

For HCRS use only
received FEB 8 1930

date entered 2

Ib

not for publication

city, town Bedford vicinity of congressional district ~ 5(}

date  Massachusetts code 025 couty  Middlesex coce 017

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum

A building(s) A private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nme May Stewart Hafer and Frerierirk T. Hafer

street & number

137 North Road

Bedford
5. Location of Legal Description

city, town vicinity of

couthouse, regidry of desds c.

Middlesex County Courthouse

40 Thomdike Street

street & number

Cambridge,

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of
Thp rnnumnwealth

date iq7F; . federal

depogtary for urvey reoords Massachusetts Historical Commisson

city, town Boston

has this property been determined elegible?

date Massar.hii-"ettq

gae M assachusetts

yes jL”no

state . county local

state Nf assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated unal tered X origina site
good ruins X atered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The David Lane House stands on the east sid*e of North Road at the crest of alow hill,

a site fromwhich itscoraon nane of "House onthe Hill" ispartially derived. The house
IS nade vp of a one-and-half stoiy nain house, atw story main house, atw story rear
W nfq, aone story connector and a two-story garage, al | of which are enclosed by pitched
roofs. The garage and facade (south elevation) of the nain house are covered with clap-
board, while al | other elevations are covered with wooden shingles. Wndows throughout
the house consist of &6 sash set in noialded surrounds with [ouvred blinds, except where
not ed ot herw se.

The main house i s rectangular inplan and rests onadry wall foundation of granite
fieldstone. Slightly west of center is acentral chimmey, which rests onafieldstone
base. The facade (south elevation) is asymetrical; fromwest to east, i tcontains two

w ndows, a six panel door, one 4/4 w ndow tw w ndows, a six panel door and one w ndow
above which is aboxed com ce. Centered onthe south slope of the roof is a shed dorner
containing two four-pane |ights. Thehouse's end walls (east and west elevations) are

i dentical, each containing tw unevenly spaced w ndows at the first story, and one w ndow
centered in the gable. e eastemend of the rear (north) elevation i s blocked by the ell;
the westemend of the rear elevation contains three wndows at the first story and a shed
dorner with three windows at the attic.

The rear ell has exposed elevations onitseast and west sides only. The west elevation
Is asymmetrical, consisting of anentry and two w ndows at the first story and two w ndows
at the second story. Theeast elevation contains anentry and w ndowat the first story
and two w ndows and a six pane |ight at the second story.

North of the ellis aone story connector with two wndows onits west elevation and a
tri-partite "picture” wndowonitseast elevation. Attached to the connector's north
end 1s atw story garage. The garage's west elevation has aw de sliding door atits
first story and arectangular doorway at the second storJ. The garage' s east el evation
contains asliding door and w ndowat the first story and two w ndows at the second story;
north and south elevations are blank. Both the garage and connector were built in 1972

Alterations to the house have been carried out during several periods. Initsearliest form
(cal 781), the house consisted of the westemtwo-thirds of the main hoiose, which ves then

a center chimey Gape od type house with a symetrical, center entrance facade (south
elevation). Inthe early to md-nineteenth century, the original house was extended east

by the addition of one roomand the rear ell was built. Subsequently, although perhaps

not until the early twentieth century, the original center entry was removed and replaced

by asmaller entry and 4/4 w ndowwhi ch nowexists onthe facade. |tis likely that the
dorners and second story of the rear ell were added in the twentieth century. Despite

enl argement, the house's interior retains raised panelling, cased beans, three first story
fireplaces, and anattic fireplaceplastered with clay.

L H#



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture -f»jfs ,s_etVucation military social/
1700-1799 art AN TjjlMj4~neering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce > ' ¥ exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
" invention other (specify)
Specific dates lygi or earlier Buil der/Architect  unknown

Stat ement of Significance (inone paragraph)

The David Lane House possesses significant portions of itsoriginal design, the
integrity of itssite andhistorical associations with David Lane, a Revolutionary Ver
soldier. A though enlarged i nthe nineteenth century, the 3ALd Lane House preserves

its original scale, floor plan andinterior details, and serves as a good |ocal exanple

of vernacul ar architecture of the eighteenth century. |Inaddition, the current house | ot
occupies part of alarger parcel which was known i nthe seventeenth century as the
Govenor John Wnthrop Gant.

In 1664, the whol e parcel was purchased fromFitz John Wnthrop by Job Lane, one of the
earliest settlers of the section of Billericawhich was incorporated as the town of
Bedford i n 1792, Fol | owi ng Lane' s purchase, the propertyremained i nthe Lane famly
until the twentiethcentury.

David Lane (1759-1842) was anative of Bedford and afifth generation descendant of Job
Lane. On April 18, 1775, David Lane was one of the nentbers of the Bedford mlitia who
marched t o Concord to assist inhiding mlitary stores, and subsequently, to fight

British soldiers near the North Bridge. Anaccount of themlitia' s conmander, John Mbore,
credits David Lane with el even days service and 33 m|es travelled duri n% the alarm

In 1781, Lane married his second cousin, Mal |y, and, presunably, built the core of the
present house. During the late eighteenthcentury. Lane was one of three neners of his
fam |y to have graduated fromcollege, at atine when Bedford s popul ation contained a
total of four coll eﬂe graduates. At the time of his death i n 1842, Lane was one of the
last survivors of the Revol utioni nBedford.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Brown, AbramEnglish. History of Bedford. Bedford, My, Author, 1891. Reprint with index
by L. Mansur, Bedford Free Public Library, 1976

Brown, Louise K ARevolutionary Toan. Canaan, NH: Phoeni x Publishing, 1975

Mansur, Ina. A NewEngland Church 1730-1854. Freeport, M:.: Bond-Weel wight co., 1974.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Billerica : 24000
UMT References
fii N 1311121216101 1417 101718 6 1O ® JL L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting - Northing
cUJ I lel el I TTITIITII DUJ LLL_ J-1
J Fe J-J.
Gl ,J H L J L J_J-

Verbal boundary description and justification

It has 269 of frontage on the East side of North Road. (Mass. Route 4).
The tract is trapezoidal with the North and South boundaries parallel. Sse attached ass&ﬁe%'s

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefite  MAM Pfeiffer, Consultant with \fary Hafer Bedford Historical Gorm
organizdion Massachusetts Historical Commission dae Decamba 1979

street & number 294 \Mshi ngton Street telephone 617-727-8470

c” or town Boston dae Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature/AMAMAM AMANMAM TA*A /°~ yl&0

title  Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Conmssion dae

1 For HCRS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is inducted in the National Register

date
Keeper of tfie National Register (/ I
Attest:  ittti/iJ n ~muU~” date J//j/"r)
OliffltirfJtogIBtratiaB oA

GPO 936 835
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LHTHTT(S;
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

COMMISSION

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

02108
617-727-8470

January 28, 1980

Ms Carol Schull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places

Office of the Secretary of State

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
Secretary of State

Heritage, Conservation " Recreation Service

440 G Street m
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Schull;
Encl osed you wi | |
Attleboro- First Parsonage of the
Second Church (I ocal
Bedf ord- David Lane House (I ocal)
Boston- Charles Street Jail (national)
Dartmout h- Hill School (local)
East Longneadow Saet | and- Pease

House (local)
Framngham First Baptist Church (state)
Lancaster- Founders Hall (state)
Mar | bor ough- Peter Rice House (I ocal)
Medf ord- Edward Cakes House (I ocal)
(Al of the above are encl osed)

find thefollowng nomnation formns:

Medf ord- John MG || House (local)
M ddl eborough- G P. Véshburn Gain-

mll (local)
Mddlefield- Stone Arch Railroad Bridge
District (state)

Natick- Rev. St ephen Badger House (state)
Newon- St. Mry's Church 5 Cenetary (I ocal
New Bedf ord- Central New Bedford

Historic District (local)
Newt on- Echo Bridge (state- resubm ssion)
Sharon- S onehol mél ocal )
(These ar e encl osed under separate cover)

These have been voted eligible by the State ReAdew Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

6

Christine Boulding /
Survey Director

M assachusetts Historical Comnission

CB/¢j

*These properties were notified under the new procedures.



ENTR ES I N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

[¥

Date Entered

Dorchester-M Il ton Lower Mills Industrial
District

Elm Street Fire Station

St onehol m

First Parsonage for Second East Parish Church

Lane, David, House

Al so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy
Honorable Brian J. Donnelly
Honorabl e Robert F. Drinan
Honorabl e Margaret M Heckl er
Honorabl e Janes M Sahnnon

NR Byers/hbjr A 8/ 80

For further information, please call

“m

Location

Boston and M Iton
Suffolk (also Norfolk County)

Gar dner

Wor cester County

Sharon
Nor f ol k County

Attleboro
Bristol County

Bedf ord
M ddl esex County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
Executive Director, Massachusetts

Hi storical

Commi ssi on

294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

t he Nati onal

Regi ster at (202)343-6401.



