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DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1888
Source forcester House Directory-
Style Italianate Three-Decker

Architect unknown
Sketch Mgp: Drav mp shoming property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
bewean inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings none
inter section(s).
Indicate nort
See attached map. Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition very good

Mosd Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Late 19th/early 20th century
urban, multi-family residential area;

on a major street, adjacent to a mid-

20th century garage/used car lot.

UM REFERENCE 19 /267140/4680470 Recorded byMichael Steinitz

Worcester South .. Clark Universit
uses QJAD:\’AI\GLE Organ|zat|on y
CALE 1:25,000 Dte A""A
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NATI ONAL REA STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Catherine Ahern Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant
as a representative exanple of theearliest phase of three-decker develop-
ment i nt heCanbridge Street neighborhood, an ethnically mixed, working-class
residential area that e r.anded with thegrowth of nearby industries i n the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. | t 1 salso one of t he best-preserved,
wel | -detailed exanples of Italianate three-decker design i nthearea. The
Ahern Three-Decker thus neets criteria A a.d Cof theNational Register of
Historic Places on t helocal level .

AHTEOUR. SAGNH CANCE  Descri be i nport ant arch|tectural features and evaluate interns o
other buildings within the cormunity.

Architecturally, 215 Canmbridge Streetis a remarkably well-preserved and finel-"i
detailed exanple of Italianae three-decker design. The building i s sheathed
in wood, and has a moderately pitched hip roof. 't i squite unusual i nthat
It presents itslong, six bay elevation tothestreet as t hemin facade.

The end bay entry consists of double-leaf, panelled doors. The entry and

adj acent w ndow bay aresheltered by a projecting, single-story portico,
supported by chamferd posts. Porch details include decorative cut brackets,
small cornice brackets, and an open balustrade. Regularly spaced, paired
brackets decorate t heroof cornice overhang. Wndows have 2/2 sash, and
retain original w ndow cap moldings .

HSIDRICL. SGNHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history axd howthe
building relatesto the devel opnent of the commnity.

Built by 1888, t heCatherine Aharn Three-Decker was part of thelatel9th
century, multi-famly residential development that took place i n the
industrial district defined by thethree rail lines that radiated southwest
from downt own Worcester. The location of new factories along these transport
corridors attracted a largely immgrant work force, and families who

located along Canbridge Street were mostly of French-Canadian, Irish, and
English extraction. Many were e.nployed i nnearby metal processing or

textile factories, as machinists, wireworkers, or carpet weavers. The earliest
known owner of 215 Canbridge Street was Catherine Ahern. John Ahern, a

| aborer, lived here from ca. 1888 through 1910, Other residents i n 1888
included John Roberts and John O Connor, both .machinists. | n1900, residents
included W IliamTaylor, Charles North, and Beaumont Brpoks, all machinists.

Occupants i n1910 included Frank Silk, a porter; and Gustaf Nystrom a clerk.
By 1920, t hehouse was owned as a rental property by Alphonse Beaulieu, a
carpenter who owned three other houses i nt heneighborhood, andwho continued
to own 215 Canbridge through 1930. Occupants i n1920 included Phillip Barre,
a carpenter; George Gross, a pressfeeder; and Eugene Graveline, a helper.

In 1930, tenants included Alvin Hinkley, an assistant foreman; and Edw n
Sward, a toolmaker, both enployed at t henearby screw manufacturing plant

of theReed and Prince Conpany.
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