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1. Name

Arlington-Basswood Historic District

historic
and or common (Same)
2. Location _ , )
-« o d e, 1 = 1
street & number multiple, see attached list u/snot for publication
aty, town Lawrence vicinity of
state MA code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership S™tus Present Use
A district public occupied agriculture museum
building(s) X private unoccupied A commercial park
structure both work in progress educational A private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object y in process ™M yes: restricted government scientific
AV~being considered . yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
See attached owner/property |ist
nane
street & number
city, town Lawrence n/a. vicinity of state MA
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Nortii Essex Registry of Deeds
street & number 381 Common  St.
city, town Lawrence state MA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
inventory oi' thehistoric Assets of
titte the Commonwealth - Area Form A has this property been determined eligible? yes no
date August 31, 1981 federal X state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
city, town 294 Washington St., Boston, state



im Description Arlington-Basswood Street Historic District, Lawrence

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site N/A
good ruins _X _altered moved date /
A fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Arlington-Basswood Street Historic District isan early twentieth
century residential area conprised primarily of three deckér houses

| ocated near the northeastern corner of Law ence, Mssachusetts. The
si x-bl ock area enconpasses 10.?" acres of land and i s bounded by

Law ence Street at the northeast, Arlington Street at the northwest.
Juni per Street at the west and Al der Street at the south. Basswood,
running fromArlington to Alder Streets, bisects the area. The
hal f - bl ock between Juniper and Poplar i s devoted to a playground
constructed in 1909 for the Tarbox Public School. The district is
situated in a conpactly-built section of the city, surrounded by
residential and conmerical structures.

The district contains structures of which 87 are residential and tw
are non-contributing conmercial buildings--considered intrusive elements
to the district due to their date and style of construction. G her
intrusions are 1" one story, cinderblock sheds/garages |ocated to the
rear of the principal residential buildings. The district isa
particularly cohesive one due to itsuniformty of scale, nassi n(tgz

SI%IIe and building form and exhibits a high density of construction
with buildings set close to the street, flush with the sidewalk.

Constructed between 1909-1925, the 8? residential structures are
predomnately three deckers with only seven that are 18 stor?]/ cottages
or two fam |y dwellings. The coherence of the district i s thus largely
attributable to the predomnance of this building tw?e which i s recti-
linear in plan and boldly vertical in appearance. e overall use of
the Classical Revival style, as adapted to this formof dwelling, also
contributes to the district's strong degree of unifomty.

A typical building in the district rises three stories froma

rusticated foundation and is enclosed by a flat roof with a w de,

nol ded, sonetines dentillated cornice and overhangi ng eaves suPported

by brackets. The structures are sheathed in clapboards and often

di splay sone ornanentation by using bands of shingles that encircle

the building at floor levels. The three-deckers' facades are hléﬂ’ﬂ | ght ed
by a three stor?/ porch which i s conplenented by a shallow, angled bay
containing usually three, 12/1 double hung w ndows. The porches are
supported by Doric¢ coltinns often clusteredin a group of three and are
encl osed b¥] turned balusters or a low banding of shingles. The nain
entry to the building isusually found within the porch area and features
a wooden door inset with elliptical glass. Additional l|ight is provided
to the entryway and upper stairwells by a small rectangul ar di anond

paned w ndow | ocated adjacent to the entry and upper |evel porch doors.

Al t hough poor maintenance and the use of al umnum siding have altered
the original appearance of sone of the buildings inthe district, a
| arger number renmain intact and stand as well preserved exanples of
this inmportant regional building type. Those which are well conserved
include the building at i"k-kS Basswood (Myp #44) which rests on a high

(conti nued)
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granite foundation and 9-11 Poplar St. (Map #9, photo #4) which retains
the area's distinctive clapboard and shingle sheat hi ng.

A secondary building type inportant tothedistrict is thethree decker
structure with a commercial storefront on thestreet level. Exanples

of this formof construction arefound on 6 bui |d|ng on Law ence Street,
the district's principal thoroughfare. The building at 342-346 Law ence
Street (Map #66), constructed ca. 1906, s aP rticularly well Preserved
"doubl e" three decker with a commercial storefront, retaining i

di anond paned sash i ntheupper story w ndows.



8. Significance Anington-Basswood street Historic District, Lawrence

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric A community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 N architecture education military social
A_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
communications industry politics government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1909-1925 BuilderArchitect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Arlington-Basswood Historic District possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, and workmanship. The district 1 s significant
for 1t sconcentrationof early twentieth century three-deckers built
for Lawrence's working class tamlies, many of them enployed i n the

textile;manufacturin? industries of thecit%. Al'though the three-
decker i sa popular late 19th and early 20th century housing type seen

In nunerous Industrial commnities of Massachusetts, i ti s noticeably
less well-represented i nLawence and t he Lower Merrimack Valley than
in cities such as Fall River and Worcester. The |atter for exanple,

has docunmented over 4200 extant exanples of this building formand

Fall River has a single district of approximately 400 three deckers.

The Arlington-Basswood District with 89 propertiesi sthus locally signif-
cant for theconprehensiveness of this building type within theconfines

of one devel opnment or subdivision. The district enbodies the distinctive
characteristics of early twentieth century residential architecture i n

a JMwEngland textile center, and represents a distinguishable entity
from that period. The District therefore meets criterion C of the National
Regi ster of Historic Places.

Until 1909. t heArlington-Basswood Street area was an undeveloped | ot
of former farm and near the Law ence-Methuen border. Between ca. 1870
and 18751 Artenus Stearns, a promnent dry-goods dealer i nLaw ence,
acquired a parcel of land from farmer Dani el Saunders, and two other
owners. | t appears that Stearns purchased theland toholdfor
speculation. Upon Stearns' death i nl1900, theparcel was soldto
Ceorge C Corless, a land agency actin? for theArlington Mills. This
industrial conplex, |ocated less than T mle west of thedistrict, was
one of thecity's ﬁrincipal textile mlls i nthelate [9th-early 20th
centuries and was known for i tsinnovative Fractices I n wool nanu-
facturing. The conpany's purchase of this [and parcel was nade with

the intention of constructing housing for enployees of themill. How
ever, theexpansion of theArlington firm primarily with the construction
of theTops Mill i nl1908-1909, resulted i nthedecisiontodivest of

non-industrial property. The |and was auctioned i nl1909 as a subdivi ded
parcel of 112 [ots of 40 feet by 80 feet, with inprovements including
graded streets and sewer connections.

W th it.sL)roximitV totwo streetcar lines and aL)ublic school , t he

area quickly developed, attracting primarily working class famlies

who, according toCity Directories of 1909-1925. were generally enpl oyed
as operatives and | aborersi nthelocal mlls. | ti ssignificant that
the privately-financed Arlington-Basswood area was developed at a time
when Lawrence officials were attempting tocorrect overcrowdi ng and

(continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

Morgan, Maurice. History of Lawence, M\ Canbridge, 1924.
City Atlas ofLawrence, 1875, 1896, 1906

Buidling Permts

The Evening Tribune, May 27, 1909

north Essex Registry of Deeds

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 10.74 .
Quadrangle name  Lawrence Quadrangle scale 129 000
UTM References
A 131212 2 gfo] 47 R 18501 Bg 1

Zone Easting Northing one  Easting Northing
c 13122 |9 [47BRE"p1 DIM '32225d 14731|53 09
E 3]2]2 213 473176 01 F]_]_Jl_
G111 1 1;; 1111111 H11 1

Verbal boundary description and justification o

District boundaries arethose of theoriginal [and parcel owned and

mai nt ai ned b%/ the Stearns fam |y, purchased by theArlington "Mills i n

1900, and subdivided and offered for sale by theArlington Mills with

s af|n” ine on the attached mg
HstailTrates entiled  MIMfm- and drawn to a scale of
state code county AMIYdreYMI> i "= 1Q0

"TV%

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner with Carole Zellie, Landscape Research
namefitie

organization MassaCihusetts Historical Commissiondate July 1984
street & number 294 WAshi ngton St . telephone 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state yMocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 "
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature V JLtUJL AT'TdJlAAAOfA
State Historic Preservatifp Off|E8f
0]

titte  Massachusetts Historical Comm ssi'on M0 HeytZ7.) QN
For NPS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
>-j.Le,'C;u 111 xns

Kational R"glster date Il - 1~ - A

Attest- date
Chief of Registration
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poor housing conditions by P]_rohi biting theconstruction of buildings
of nore than four units. "This area, with its well-ventilated units
and nei ghborhood pl a%/ground, woul d have been considered a somewhat
exempl ary devel opnent.

The houses were built between 1909 and ca. 1920 by |ocal carpenters.

Wth only seven exceptions of 18 story gable-roofed cottages. Classical
Revival sStyle three-deckers were the rule. These buildings nmaxim ze

in | an t he use of space and |ight and feature a three story front
orch that serves as thefocus for thefacade. Oher design elenments
hat often enrich the buildi n?s' cl apboard exterior are bands of _
shingles, roof brackets, dentil cornice noldings, andvertical panelling.

Wth its nearlg continuous streetscape of woodfrane three decker houses,
the Arlington-Basswood District presents a particularly uniformand
cohesive visual entity. This honogeneity i s nost unusual for an area
that devel oped without deed restrictions, with buildings constructed
not for speculation, but for individual owners.
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10

13
14

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

ATHESS

11-13 Al der
1517 A der
19-21 Al der
23-25 A der
27-29 Al der
31-33 Al der
35-37 Al der
30-41 Al der
9-11 Popl ar

X X L L @ @ X KL @

17-19 Poplar St.

21-23 Poplar St.

25-27 Poplar

29-31 Poplar St.
24-26 Poplar St.
32-34 Poplar St.

36- 38 Poplar St.
40- 42 Popl ar

44- 46 Poplar St.
3 Basswood St.
5 Basswood St.
7-9 Basswood St.

17-19 Basswood St.
25-27 Basswood St.

20-31 Basswood St.

33-35 Basswood St.

Arlington-Basswood

QMER & MN LI NCAIHESS
(if different)

Ana Ciardello

Geor gae Wgner

Chester Barton

Julia Zarenfa

Sixto &MNoeya Val entin

Calvin R &Joyce E Anderson
Pedro & Juanita Rodriguez

John &Elmra &Lawence Weel er

Real & Qilda O avette
9 Poplar

Laura E Mnroe
17 Poplar St.

Joseph J. Mronow cz
21 Poplar St.

Laurea T &G sele Pelletier
CMT. Realty
Beverly & Janes LaQ oix

Linval &Joan C Henry
32 Poplar St.

Janes & Sandra K Hopki nson
104 Pearl St., Lawence, 01841

Joseph & Rachel Boren
49 Basswood St.

Vénda & Janes Schenti

Francisco &Elizabeth A Gnez
Genevi eve Tavom na

Khat oun CGhout goi an

Mrrgaret F Eban

N col e Polanco &Angela Lantigua
201 Jackston St., Lawence 01841

Nuco Realty Trust, Robert Nuccitelli

& Louis M (osta Trustees,
125 Hgh St., Haverhill 01830

Joseph S Boren
49 Basswood St.

Historic D
COSIRLIT ON
DATE
1921
1921
1912
1911
1910
1912
1923
1923

1910

1916

1917

1923
1923
1918
1924

1923

1924

1923
1910
1919
1923
1916
1923

1923
1915

strict

SMYLE
Triple Decker

hi§
Il

n

1| story Cottage
2| story Cottage
Triple Decker



MP
#

26

27
28
29

30
K|
32

41

42

& &

47

ADTHSS

37-39

43-45
49-51
53-55

57-39
61- 63
69- 71

73-75

77-79

81-83
85-87

Basswood St .

Basswood St .
Basswood St .
Basswood St .

Basswood St .
Basswood St .
Basswood St .

Basswood St .

Basswood St .

Basswood St .
Basswood St .

2-4 Basswood St .
6-8 Basswood St .

10-12

18-20

Basswood St .

Basswood St .

24 Basswood St .

26 Basswood St .

38-40

44- 46

50- 52

Basswood St .

Basswood St .

Basswood St .

64 Basswood St .
64 Basswood St .

66 Basswood St .

QMER & WN LI NG AAHESS
(if different)

R chard & Susan D Agostino
26 Logan &t., Lawence 01841

John J. &Rita T. Shine
Joseph S Boren

Santo &Maria Alicea
120 Bennington St., Lawence 01841

Crnen & Danaso Mati as
QUsan C &Felix Mndez

Kenenth & Karen Keyser
15 Vincent Rd., Burlington, M\

Joseph Boren
49 Basswood St., Lawence 01841

Stanley M Rosinski &

Evelyn J. Misker

Robert E & Genevieve A Powers
(onstance M B na

Grnan &Evlialia Arnaiz

Rchard &Bridget MGCarthy

Rachel Boren
85 Vverly rd., N Anodver 01845

Fernando &Evelyn Quz
18 Basswood St .

Atty. Angelo R Fisichella
175 Haverhill St., Lawence 01841

Rachel Boren
85 Vverly Rl., No. Andover 01845

Leonard & Andrew & Gui de Lonbar di
73 Hzel St., Methuen, M\ 01844

Filiberto L. &Fernando Santiago
52 Basswood St .

Filiberto L. &Fernando Santiago

Rachel Boren
85 Vverly RJ., No. Andover 01845

Rachel Boren
85 Wverly RJ., No. Andover 01845

CNETRLCI ON

Cat e
1923

1923
1917
1917

1923
1926
1916

1923

1923
1909
1916
1910

1910
1923

1925

1909

1911

1923

ca 1920

ca 1920
1918

1919

SMME
Triple Decker



MP
it

48
49

i3
ol

52

57

9

61

62

ATHESS
3-5 Henhock St.
8-10 Henmhock St.

266 Lawence St,

268- 270- 270A
Lawr ence St .

272-274 Lawence St.

276-278 Lawence St.

280-282 Lawence St.

284-286 Lawence St .

288-290 Lawrence St.

292-294 Lawence St.

296- 296A Lawr ence St .

298- 298A Lawrence St.

293G 298B Law ence St.

300-302 Lawence St.

304-306 Lawrence St.

308-310 Lawrence St.

314-316 Lawence St.

318-320 Lawence St .

326 Law ence St .

QMER & MN LI NG ARESS
(if different)

Margareta F. Erban

Lorraine G &Susan L Jean &
Sandra J, Taylor

N colas J. &Angelina Mirphy

Hai kal & Amal Farah
7 Saratoga St., Lawence 01841

Joseph Faris
272 Lawence St.

Helio Serpa &Al gadiela Denelo
276 Lawence St.

Minuel &Mrria Garcia
280 Lawrence St.

Joseph &Evel yn Wobel
30 Mgna RI., Mthuen 01844

Stanley &Arlene Zapenas
290 Lawence St.

Angel o Fisichella
175 Haverhill

Ral ph M Marino
7 Tanmarack RJ., Mt huen

Alice &Allan J. Bistany
298 Lawence St.

01844

Vasco E Denel o & Estefania deMdl o

298B Lawr ence St .

Anand & Noel !'a M chaud
122 Arlington St., Lawence

Hernan & Rebecca Figuero
304 Lawence St.

S ephen &Jennie Mazur owski

Mrio &Mria Vargas
7/ Byron Ave., Lawence

David & Susan Recuper o
42 Gypress St., Methuen 01844

Tam Realty Trust and M nor
Trust ees, Joseph Tayl or

429 Broadway, Lawr ence, M\ 01841

St., Lawence 01841

COSIRLIT ON
DATE

1924-25

1920
1914

1923

1923

1917

1916

1910

1917

1913

1921

1921

1909

1909

1915
1920

1920

1911

SMME
Triple Decker

Doubl e Decker
21 story Cottage

Triple Decker
Store Front

Triple Decker
Store Front

Triple Decker

Triple Decker
Store Front

Triple Decker
Store Front

Store Front

Triple Decker



#

67

68

70

1

72
73
74

75

76

78

79

81
82

ATHESS

340- 342- 344
Lawr ence St .

31-33 Juni per

35-37 Juni per

39-41  Juni per
43-45 Juni per

47-49 Juni per

51-53 Juni per
55-57 Juni per

61 Juni per St.

12-14 Juni per
24-26 Juni per

28-30 Juni per

32-34 Juni per

36-38 Juni per
40-42 Juni per

46 Juni per St.

48-50 Juni per

60 Juni per St.

62- 64 Juni per
66- 68 Juni per

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.

St.
St.

QMHER & MN LI NGATHESS
(if different)

340 - Wlfred Belanger, Jr.

of 8 Francella Rl., Mthuen, M\
342-344 Bernard &Phyllis Licato
342 Lawence St.

Tam Realty Trust, Joseph Tayl or,
Donald Mnor Tru., 429 Broadway,
Law ence, M\

Stuart H Label 1

85 Qayton Ave., Mthuen 01844
Mlton S Levine

7 Gypress Ave., Lawence

Awrico S &Florence E D Zazzo

Janes N & Sandra Hopki nson
104 Pearl St., Lawrence, M\ 01841

Vélter E Quinteros
945 Riverside Dr., Mthuen 01844

Bruno FE and Julia Loik
Robert B and Paula E Fol | ett

V@l ter Quinteros
945 Riverside Dr., Methuen, M\

Enrigue &Mriam Mitso &
H eodoro Mitos and Mitos Mt os

Joseph C Qonin &Mry C
Naughton & Cat herine Drew

Nuco Realty Trust, Louis (osta &
Robert Nucoitelli, Trs.

141 Wllow St., Lawence

Stuart Label 1 &MIton S Levine
NS Realty ., 68 S. Broadway,
Lawr ence

John J. &Mirie Oan

Roland N &Fabiola Mrin

Vdsyl &Nellie Sehovich

Qi do Santocrose, Sylvester J.
Marino &Jennie H Marino

Marcel &An E Bucych
Stanl ey Ansiejus

Joseph Pot hi er
8 Wl dwood Ri., Wndham NH 03087

COSTRCIT ON

DAE SMMLE

ca 1906 Triple Decker
Store Front

1919 Triple Decker

1920

1920

1924 "

1924 "

1924 m

1924 >

1917

1914

1917 .

1920 ®

1923 Doubl e Decker

1923 Triple Decker

1916 !

1910 2| story Cottage

1924 Triple Decker

1913 U story Cottage

1918 Triple Decker

1918



MP
ATHSS

86 64-62 Arlington St.

87 56-68 Arlington St,

Intrusions and Vacant Lots
\VAONNI' LS

MP  ADHESS

v 6 Henhock

\2 21- 23 Basswood
\3 65-67 Basswood
Vv 296-298

\b

\6 5-7 Popl ar

\Y/4 M ayground

\B8 63-69 A der St.
Vo 52-58 Juniper
VIO 59 Juniper

I NTR.H O\

260 Lawrence St.

296 Lawence St.

other intrusions are one-story cinder Bock garages and sheds

QMR & M LI NG ADFESS
(if different)

V@l ter Quinteros

945 Riverside Dr., Mthuen 01844

Mar yanna Rosi nski

82 Arlington St., Lawence 01841

QMER

Robert Haywood

Joseph J. &QGeorge A Faris

Felix &usan C Mndez

Francesco Cul osi
Vasco Denel 0

Real & Quilda Cavette
City of Lawence

Marcel & An Bucyck
Madel i ne Henry

Fi 1ling Station
Haffner Realty Trust

Bma Haffner et. al. Trs.

ne-Sory Brick Store

COSIROI N

DAE SMMLE

ca 1918 Tripl e Decker
ca 1918

MA LI NG

11 Menorial K. Ave.
Lynn, M\ 01903

272 Lawence St.,
Lawence, M\ 01841

61 Basswood
315 Law ence
298 B Lawence
7 Poplar St.

60 Juni per St,

64 Bigel ow St.
Law ence, M\ 01843
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Cert. Mail # pOs 0198281

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[T111TT R ™1 Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTOR|CAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Septenber 28, 1984

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

Nati onal Regi ster of Historic P aces
National Park Service

Departnent of Interior

18th and CStreets NW

Washi ngton, BC 20240

Dear M. Shul |
Encl osed youwi |l find thefollow ng ncm nationsforns:
Boston: /Vernent Building (local)
Law ence: Arlington-Basswood HD (Il ocal)
. North Canai HD (national, state, local)
NJackson Terrace HD (state, local)
Millville: "Chestnut Hill Meeting H\ise (stiate, |ocal)
Revere: -"Churchof Christ (local)
Al'l have been voted eligihleby the State Review Board and have been si gned by
the StateHistoric Preservation Officer, Qwerswere notifiedof Pend| ng State
Revi ew Board consi deration 3075 days before the meeting and were affordedthe
?pportxm ty toconnient. QCannents received todate areattachedtothe nomnation
orns.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. ZiranBrnan _
Director, PreservationPlanning
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

SIZ/ s



