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The Bedford Building i s located at theintersection of Boston's financial and shop-
ping districts andtransportation centers at Church G een and Dewey Square (alsot he
location of South Station Headhouse NR-1975). The area surrounding thebuilding i s charac-
terized by a mxture of late 19th ¢, post-fire five-story commercial buildingsand
nmodem hi gh-rise buildings.

Erected i n1874, t heBedford Building i sa four-story plus mansard masonry structure.
The building i strapazoidal i nplan andappears freestanding; i nfact. |tsrear elevation
is attached toa later 20th c. parking structure. The two major dressed facades, bordering
on Bedford andLincoln Streets, meet at a beveled comer fronting on Church Geen. Original-
ly, this corner provided theCajor entrance t o thebuilding. > o

Built i ntheRuskinian Gothic style, the building i sdistinguished fromits
tenporary structures i nthevicinity by t heuse-of polychromatic materials and gothic
detailing. Granite, marble, andbrick areutilized invarious eonbinations with degrees.
of omamentation tocreate the unified yet distinct facades. Originally, thebuilding was
constructed with rough-hewn rusticated redgranite ground floor bearing walls fitted with
large storefront windows. Many ground floor elements remain. The upper walls arefaced
with polishedwhite Vernont marble omanented with bands of redpolished granite, terra- n
cotta panels, andredpressed brick.

0 thetwodressed facades, theBedford Street facade | sby far the nost el aborate.

It i stwelve bays wide; twotriple baycorner pavilions project slightly fromthenain

pl ane of thefacade and ar e enphasized at t heroof |evel by peaked gable dormers fitted

with pointed arch wi ndow openings. Between thepavilions, thefenestration patterni s
symretrical and consists of twotriple wi ndowbays, each flanked by single bays. O the [
third story of the Bedford Street facade, polychrome voussoirs: of thei.segmental arches,
which bind thetriple bays, provide a strong counterpoint t otheseries of horizontal band
courses. Theground floor has befen completelyraltered with nodem storefronts. "/

Al'though altered, the beveled corner provides transition fromtheBedford Streetto
the Lincoln Street facade andstill projects thedramatic qualities of theoriginal n
entrance tower. Pairs of wi ndows, separated by an engaged col unnette, occupied each floor
of the beveled comer which ended with el aborate clock face i nthe mansard level topped
originally by a peaked roof. This treatment remains at thethird andfourth floors.

Around t hecomer onlLincoln Street, thesense of synmmetry vani shes. The ninebay
wi de facade i sorganized i nthree unequal units separated by twoprojecting chimies.

Hi p-roofed dormers protrudefrom the mansard roof, andalong with thetall ornanmental
chimey stacks retain thelively roof silhouette despite thedisappearance of theentrance
tower roof.

Like t heBedford Street facade, thelincoln Street facade i sfaced with white marble
and redgranite banding. Theoriginal rusticated redgranite ground level i sintact.
Granite piers flank large display windows, which arelargely unaltered, andtherear
entrance formed by a gothic arch setinto therusticated granite remain as originally
constructed. r J

Most of t heColunmbia Street elevation, also nine bays, isbrick faced with granite
banding andtrim. The two bays at t heBedford Street comer continue thedressed marble
of the mpjor facades. Columbia Street provides thetwoservice entrances. At bothen-
trances, thegranite Gothic arch treatment found onLincoln Street i sduplicated. A third
nmodem service door leads t ot herear shipping roonms. The fenestration pattem of the
upper floors essentially repeats that of thelincoln Street facade.
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The Bedford Building retains integrity of location, deslgn T setting, mater;ials and
wor kmanshi p and ds significantras anoutstandi ng exanple of post-fire comrercial architec-
ture i nBoston. Built i n1874, i ti sthe best exanple of theremining five or six n
Ruskinian Gothic style comercial buildings i nBoston's central business district. I t
successfully adapts elements of neo-gothic style toavailable materials and post-fire,,.
technol ogical innovationsinorder toneet therequirements of thegrowi ng comercial
econony of thelate 1800's. Redgranite from St. George, NewBrunswick, utilized for the
first time i ndowntown Boston, white Vernont marble, andredPhiladel phia brick were
conmbined i n polychromatic tradition.

In addition toits significance asalasting representation of Ruskinian Gothic
architecture, theBedford Building i sunique i nits articulation of three distinct facades.
Each facade utilizes different combinations of materials andvarying degrees of ornanenta-
tion toarticulate both formand structure while simultaneously maintaininga conceptual
unity throughout.

The Bedford' Buil di ngwas designed by thefirm of Qunmings & Sears for Messrs. Henry
and Francis L. Lee™ nmenbers of awealthy:>and prom nent Boston merchant famly. Charles A
Qummi ngs (1833*1906) and Wl lard T. Sears (1837-r1920) were partners from 1870-1889. They
were well known for numerous public and residential conmi ssions i nBoston and it ssur-
rounding cities. Thefirmis best known for t hedesign of O d South Church of 1876 i n
Copl ey Square (NH) andt heCyclorama Building, built i n1884, i nthe South End (NR). ,
They conpleted relatively fewdowntown Boston comrercial buildings, andseveral of these
were i nt heRuskinian Gothic style. The majority of thefirm s comercial structures have
been destroyed; TheBedford Building survives as their only remaining Ruskinian Gothic
comrerical design i n Boston.

Across Lincoln Street opposite theBedford Building i sthesite of thestart of the
Great Fire of 1872, which entirely destroyed thecenter of Boston's comercial district.
Seven hundred seventy-six (776) buildings i n a 65 acre area were destroyed. Until the
1850's, theChurch Green area was a desirable residential district centering onthe New
South Church designed by Charles Bulfinch i n1814. Thegrowth of thenewand Increasingly
prestigious Back Bayresidential area and t heincreasing denand for conmercial building
space resulted I nthechange i nland use pattems. Thearea destroyed i ntheGeat Fire
was rebuilt i namssive reconstruction effort from 1873-1874. The Bedford Buildingand
ot her nmonumental commercial structures along Summer, Devonshire, Franklin, andOtis Streets
becane known as t he "newpal aces of Boston merchants.”" Thearea primarily housedt he
city's drygoods and publishing industries. \Wiile the newbuildings repeated the size,
hei ght and massing of their predecessors, they displayed avariety of later 19th c. archi-
tectural styles-Renaissance Revival, Neo-Gec, Panel Brick, andRuskinian Gothic. This
variety represents asignificant departure fromt hehonogeneity of thepre-fire granite ,
and cast iron Italianate styled structures, which they replaced.

As aresult of thel872fire, theCity of Boston instituted a Building Departnent and
adopted nunerous requirements intended toinsurefire-resistant construction methods and
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to prevent a repeat of the holocaust. Such structural Innovations were Included i n the
Bedford Building and aresignificant. Instead of undivided floor spaces leased totenants,
the building (and others like it) was dividedvertically into four interior spaces by full
hei ght brick party walls. Each building housed light manufacturing and storage on the
upper floors and commercial and display spaces on t heground and second floors. The
resulting units, besides providingfire protection, were flexible enough tosuit theneeds
of changing tenants.

The Bedford Buildingi sundergoing renovation and i si ntheprocess of certification
of rehabilitation for purposes of theTax ReformAct of 1976, as anended. The buildingi s
part of a larger area, informally known as t heCoiranerical Palace district, which appears
to meet theeligibility criteria of theNational Register. Because of theconplexity of a
downt own commercial district nomnation and i norder for therehabilitation toproceedi n
a timely manner, the nomnation of theBedford Buildingi soccurring first and separately.
Individually, the building meets theeligibility criteria. Nomnation of therest of the
Commercial Palace district will be undertaken at a future date.
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