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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bedford Building i s located at the intersection of Boston's f i n a n c i a l and shop­
ping d i s t r i c t s and transportation centers at Church Green and Dewey Square (also the 
location of South Station Headhouse NR-1975). The area surrounding the building i s charac­
terized by a mixture of l a t e 19th c , p o s t - f i r e five-story commercial buildings and 
modem high-rise buildings. 

Erected i n 1874, the Bedford Building i s a four-story plus mansard masonry structure. 
The building i s trapazoidal i n plan and appears freestanding; i n fa c t . I t s rear elevation 
i s attached to a l a t e r 20th c. parking structure. The two major dressed facades, bordering 
on Bedford and Lincoln Streets, meet at a beveled comer fro n t i n g on Church Green. Original­
l y , t h i s corner provided the ©ajor entrance to the building. > ; ., 

B u i l t i n the Ruskinian Gothic s t y l e , the building i s distinguished from i t s 
temporary structures i n the v i c i n i t y by the use-of polychromatic materials and gothic 
d e t a i l i n g . Granite, marble, and brick are u t i l i z e d i n various eombinations with degrees . 
of omamentation to create the u n i f i e d yet d i s t i n c t facades. Orig i n a l l y , the building was 
constructed with rough-hewn rusticated red granite ground f l o o r bearing walls f i t t e d with 
large storefront windows. Many ground f l o o r elements remain. The upper walls are faced 
with polished white Vermont marble omamented with bands of red polished granite, t e r r a - ^ 
cotta panels, and red pressed brick. 

Of the two dressed facades, the Bedford Street facade Is by far the most elaborate. 
I t i s twelve bays wide; two t r i p l e bay corner pavilions project s l i g h t l y from the main 
plane of the facade and are emphasized at the roof l e v e l by peaked gable dormers f i t t e d 
with pointed arch window openings. Between the pavilions, the fenestration pattern i s 
symmetrical and consists of two t r i p l e window bays, each flanked by single bays. On the i 
t h i r d story of the Bedford Street facade, polychrome voussoirs: of thei.segmental arches, i 
which bind the t r i p l e bays, provide a strong counterpoint to the series of horizontal band 
courses. The ground f l o o r has befen completelyraltered with modem storefronts. "/ 

Although altered, the beveled corner provides t r a n s i t i o n from the Bedford Street to 
the Lincoln Street facade and s t i l l projects the dramatic q u a l i t i e s of the o r i g i n a l ^ 
entrance tower. Pairs of windows, separated by an engaged colunnette, occupied each f l o o r 
of the beveled comer which ended with elaborate clock face i n the mansard l e v e l topped 
o r i g i n a l l y by a peaked roof. This treatment remains at the t h i r d and fourth f l o o r s . 

Around the comer on Lincoln Street, the sense of symmetry vanishes. The nine bay 
wide facade i s organized i n three unequal units separated by two projecting chimnies. 
Hip-roofed dormers protrude from the mansard roof, and along with the t a l l ornamental 
chimney stacks r e t a i n the l i v e l y roof silhouette despite the disappearance of the entrance 
tower roof. 

Like the Bedford Street facade, the Lincoln Street facade i s faced with white marble • 
and red granite banding. The o r i g i n a l rusticated red granite ground l e v e l i s i n t a c t . 
Granite piers flank large display windows, which are largely unaltered, and the rear 
entrance formed by a gothic arch set i n t o the rusticated granite remain as o r i g i n a l l y 
constructed. r J 

Most of the Columbia Street elevation, also nine bays, i s brick faced with granite 
banding and tr i m . The two bays at the Bedford Street comer continue the dressed marble • 
of the major facades. Columbia Street provides the two service entrances. At both en­
trances, the granite Gothic arch treatment found on Lincoln Street i s duplicated. A t h i r d 
modem service door leads to the rear shipping rooms. The fenestration pattem of the 
upper floors essentially repeats that of the Lincoln Street facade. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Bedford Building retains i n t e g r i t y of location, deslgn,T s e t t i n g , mater;ials and 

workmanship and ds sig n i f i c a n t r a s an outstanding example of p o s t - f i r e commercial architec­
ture i n Boston. B u i l t i n 1874, i t i s the best example of the remaining f i v e or six ^ 
Ruskinian Gothic s t y l e commercial buildings i n Boston's central business d i s t r i c t . I t 
successfully adapts elements of neo-gothic styl e to available materials and p o s t - f i r e ,,. 
technological innovations i n order to meet the requirements of the growing commercial 
economy of the l a t e 1800's. Red granite from St. George, New Brunswick, u t i l i z e d f o r the 
f i r s t time i n downtown Boston, white Vermont marble, and red Philadelphia brick were 
combined i n polychromatic t r a d i t i o n . 

In addition to i t s significance as a l a s t i n g representation of Ruskinian Gothic 
architecture, the Bedford Building i s unique i n i t s a r t i c u l a t i o n of three d i s t i n c t facades. 
Each facade u t i l i z e s d i f f e r e n t combinations of materials and varying degrees of ornamenta­
t i o n to a r t i c u l a t e both form and structure while simultaneously maintaining a conceptual 
unity throughout. 

The Bedford'Building was designed by the f i r m of Cummings & Sears for Messrs. Henry 
and Francis L. Lee^ members of a wealthy:>and prominent Boston merchant family. Charles A. 
Cummings (1833*1906) and Willard T. Sears (1837-rl920) were partners from 1870-1889. They 
were w e l l known for numerous public and r e s i d e n t i a l commissions i n Boston and i t s sur­
rounding c i t i e s . The f i r m i s best known for the design of Old South Church of 1876 i n 
Copley Square (NHL) and the Cyclorama Building, b u i l t i n 1884, i n the South End (NR). , 
They completed r e l a t i v e l y few downtown Boston commercial buildings, and several of these 
were i n the Ruskinian Gothic s t y l e . The majority of the firm's commercial structures have 
been destroyed; The Bedford Building survives as t h e i r only remaining Ruskinian Gothic 
commerical design i n Boston. 

Across Lincoln Street opposite the Bedford Building i s the s i t e of the s t a r t of the 
Great Fire of 1872, which e n t i r e l y destroyed the center of Boston's commercial d i s t r i c t . 
Seven hundred seventy-six (776) buildings i n a 65 acre area were destroyed. U n t i l the 
1850's, the Church Green area was a desirable r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t centering on the New 
South Church designed by Charles Bulfinch i n 1814. The growth of the new and Increasingly 
prestigious Back Bay r e s i d e n t i a l area and the increasing demand for commercial building 
space resulted I n the change i n land use pattems. The area destroyed i n the Great Fire 
was r e b u i l t i n a massive reconstruction e f f o r t from 1873-1874. The Bedford Building and 
other monumental commercial structures along Summer, Devonshire, Franklin, and Otis Streets 
became known as the "new palaces of Boston merchants." The area primarily housed the 
c i t y ' s dry goods and publishing industries. While the new buildings repeated the size, 
height and massing of t h e i r predecessors, they displayed a variety of l a t e r 19th c. archi­
t e c t u r a l styles-Renaissance Revival, Neo-Grec, Panel Brick, and Ruskinian Gothic. This 
v a r i e t y represents a s i g n i f i c a n t departure from the homogeneity of the p r e - f i r e granite , 
and cast i r o n I t a l i a n a t e styled structures, which they replaced. 

As a re s u l t of the 1872 f i r e , the City of Boston i n s t i t u t e d a Building Department and 

adopted numerous requirements intended to insure f i r e - r e s i s t a n t construction methods and 

1 iJji&itL-:^^SS^i>i..^S\i 
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Beginning at the northwest comer of the property running easterly along the property 
l i n e along Bedford St. to the comer of Lincoln St., thence turning and running southerly-
along the property l i n e along Lincoln St., thence tuming and running westerly along the 
rear l o t l i n e and party w a l l of the Bedford Building, thence tuming and running northerly 
along the property l i n e along Columbia St. u n t i l the beginning point. -' -ij^' Ôfir̂  
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to prevent a repeat of the holocaust. Such s t r u c t u r a l Innovations were Included i n the 
Bedford Building and are s i g n i f i c a n t . Instead of undivided f l o o r spaces leased to tenants, 
the building (and others l i k e i t ) was divided v e r t i c a l l y i n t o four i n t e r i o r spaces by f u l l 
height br i c k party walls. Each building housed l i g h t manufacturing and storage on the 
upper floors and commercial and display spaces on the ground and second f l o o r s . The 
res u l t i n g u n i t s , besides providing f i r e protection, were f l e x i b l e enough to s u i t the needs 
of changing tenants. 

The Bedford Building i s undergoing renovation and i s i n the process of c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n f o r purposes of the Tax Reform Act of 1976, as amended. The building i s 
part of a larger area, informally known as the Coiranerical Palace d i s t r i c t , which appears 
to meet the e l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a of the National Register. Because of the complexity of a 
downtown commercial d i s t r i c t nomination and i n order f o r the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n to proceed i n 
a timely manner, the nomination of the Bedford Building i s occurring f i r s t and separately. 
I n d i v i d u a l l y , the building meets the e l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a . Nomination of the rest of the 
Commercial Palace d i s t r i c t w i l l be undertaken at a future date. 

.:'l 
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June 15, 1979 

Mr. Ronald Greenberg, Acting Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
OAHP, Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service • , 
440 G Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20243 • ; , ' 

Dear Mr. Greenberg: . .> • - • 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

• Boston - Bedford Building 

• Lynn - Masonic Hall 

• Lynn - Public Library 
A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

^cEtm 

Sincerely, 

r 4 

Christine Boulding 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 



. . • - T B p i - v . , - . . . ^ j . 

'•f 

ENTRIES I N THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSAfTHTTSTCTTR 

Date Entered AUG 2 I 1979 

Name 

Bedford Building 

Lynn Masonic Ilall 

Lynn Public Library i 

Location 

Boston 

Suffolk County 

Lynn 

Essex County 

Lynn 
Essex County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable John J. Moakley 
Honorable Nicholas Mavroules 

NR Byers/bjr 8/22/79 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 


