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1. Name

historic Dodge Building

and/or common same

2. Location

street & number 19-23 Pleasant Stv/tst N/A not for publication
oo . 1
city, town Newburyport N/A vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture
X building(s) X_private unoccupied X commercial

structure both worl< in progress educational

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment

object , in process X yes: restricted government

being considered yes: unrestricted X industrial
no military

4. Owner of Property

nane Dodge Building Trust «c/o Richard Jones, Esq.

street & number 283 High Street

city, town Newburyport N/A vicinity of state M assachusetts 01950

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Register of Deeds

street & number 32 Federal Street

city, town Salem state M assachusetts 019 70

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth #83

title has this property been determined eligible? yes X no
date August. 1980 federal X  state county local
depository for survey records Maoco”i, T n

— Ma. ssachusetts Historical Conmasiou
city, town 294 Washington Street Boston state \pssachusfttrs 07108



7. Pescription

Condition Checic one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site i
-X good ruins X altered moved date Afjn
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if icnown) physical appearance

The Dodge Building stands am d comrercial rowbuildings in Newburyport's central business
district and occupies a | ot which is bounded by Pleasant Street (north), Tracy Place
(east). Prince Place (south), an enpty |ot and an attached commercial building (west).

As it now stands, the building i stheproduct of at least three periods of construction.
In 1873, thenorthern two-thirds (33bays) of thepresent structure were built toa

hei ght of four stories together with a stalrtower on theeast elevation. Originally
covered by a flat roof with a wooden cornice, this section of the building contains

6/6 sash set i narched wi ndow surrounds with projecting brick hoods at al | stories except
the fourth where side elevations (east &west) areframed into panels by brick piers

and a corbelled com ce.

In 1875, t herear one-third (15bays) of the building was added; soon after, i n 1880, a
boiler house and snokestack were built, and between 1880 and 1884, a sl ate covered
mansard roof was added over theentire structure. The brick addition i slargely un-
decorated except for a panelled brick cornice onits south and east elevations.

The major facade (north) contains seven bays arranged symmetrically with a shallow

central pavilion and brick piers at the building's corners. At thefirst storey two
storefronts flank a center entry. First storey finishes date fromthenid-1950s and con-
sist of aluminumtrinmmed glass, plastic panels, and glazed metal tiles. Wndow surrounds
at thesecond tofourth stories contain dressed granite keystones; brick belt courses
exi st beneath third and fourth storey windows. Sash is nostly 6/6 except for 6/1

(ca. 1920) at thesecond storey and 1/1 added t odornmers. Alterations totheroof con-
sist of theremval of a wooden comi ce and t hereplacement of slate with asphalt shingles.

The east elevation i sasymmetrical, consisting of 23 bays north of a projecting stair-
tower and 21 bays south of thetower. Alterations tothis elevation consist of the
shortening of eight first storey wi ndows near thenorth end of theelevation, the ad-
dition of two (or possibly three) stories tothestairtower (ca. 1880), theerratic blocking
of other first storey windows and t hepartial replacenment of original sash.

The south elevation contains four stories above a high basenent that corresponds to the
first storey elsewhere i nthebuilding. The elevation i ssix bays wide; at the first
tw stories, thecenter two bays areoccupied by an arched entry (ca. 1920) and a
decorative iron balcony. The entry i sseti na recessed panelled opening and has two

gl azed doors framed by pilasters, a com ce and nulti-paned transom Alterations to

the south elevation aremnimal, consisting of theaddition of 1/1 sash t o dorners.

The west elevation consists of 17 bays south of and 29 bays north of a smokestack. Bays
north of t hesnokestack areidentical toother sections of the1873building; those south
of it areundecorated and match others of the 1875 addition. Sash has been partially
replaced, particularly at theroof where approximately one-half of thedormers contain
1/1.  The roof on this elevation has been covered with asphalt shingles where a former
cornice has been renoved. The snokestack i sfree-standing above its base and rises with
a square plan approximtely two stories above t heroof of themain building. the
stack's south elevation i sthedate "1880" i nraised brickwork; on itswest elevation,
its former boiler house has been denolished.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Checit and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X_ architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X  1800-1899 . commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
X 1900- . communications industry . politics/government . transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1873, 1875, 1880 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

The E P. Dodge Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and

wor kmanshi p, as well as historical association with thelocal devel opment of t heshoe industry,
It was Newburyport's largest shoe factory as well as its nmost elaborate, having been de-
signed with fine Italianate details. As one of Newburyport's fewsurviving shoe factories,

it meets criteria A & Cof the NRP.

Situated slightly southwest of Newburyport's nineteenth-century comercial center, t he
Dodge Building stands i nan area that had devel oped as a center of l|ocal industry by
the 1840s. Due t o Newburyport's lack of waterpower sites, local m|ls were dependent
upon steam for nmotive power, including early manufacturers such as theBartlett Steam
Mills (1837-cotton goods), theNewburyport Hosiery Conpany (1830s) and t he Hope Mills
(1867-coffee and spices). Cf these small-scale millshbuilt i nthevicinity of the
Dodge Building, only fragments now renmain, remodelled into comercial buildings.

Begun i n 1873 and conpleted prior t 01884, t he Dodge Building was Newburyport's |argest
shoe factory and its largest mll. As it now stands, the building preserves many details,
both decorative and functional, which arecharacteristic of md-Victorian industrial
architecture. Original portions of the building (1873) preserve fine Italianatestyle
decorative details including rusticated brick piers, projecting brick wi ndow hoods, belt
courses and a shallow facade pavilion; set on t heeast elevation of theoriginal section
is aprojecting stairtower. The building's rear wing (1875) i s nore purely utilitarian
in itsdesign, consisting of evenly spaced 6/6 wi ndows set i nundecorated arched surrounds;
decorative trimis restrictedtoa panelled brick cornice on thesouth and east elevations
and an arched entry (ca. 1920) on t hesouth elevation. Due totherestrictions of

its lot, the building's final enlargement was carried out by theaddition of a full fifth
storey beneath a mansard roof. At thesane time, a newhboiler house and snokestack

wer e added, of which only t he snokestack remains.

Bet ween 1873 and t heearly 1920s, t he Dodge Building was occupied by t he shoe manufacturing
firm of Elisha Perkins Dodge (1847-1902). The business originated i na partnership

formed i nLynn, Massachusetts i n1866 by Dodge and his brother, Nathan D Dodge. Although
the two brothers had selected Lynn for thecity's inportance as a regional shoe making
center, they soon found that |ocal banks woul d not discount notes due t ot heyoung

firm because of its unproven financial record and because of thebank's unfamiliarity

with thefirms t owhich theDodges sold their goods. Eventually, theFirst National

Bank of Newburyport extended credit tothefirmunder thecondition that it noveits

manuf acturing operations t o Newburyport, which i t did i nthesumer of 1866. Between

1866 and 1872, t hebusi ness underwent several changes of partnership until Elisha Dodge
energed as t heprincipal owner.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Wthington, NN Elisha Perkins Dodge 1847-1902
Canmbridge: Riverside Press, 1903

Stone, Orra L. History of Massachusetts' Industries, Vol. |
Boston: S J. Clarke Publishing Go., 1930

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 25,950 Square Feet
Quadrangle name Newburyport East Quadrangle snaic  1:25,000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nomi nated property includes only thel ot onwhich the Dodge Buil ding
stands, this property i sshown as Lot #12 on Newburyport Assessors' Mp #1,
which i s attached.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state yilA code county code

state code county code

11. Form PreparedBy

named/title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director by Brian Pfeiffer, ACT for Massachusett
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae May, 1982

sreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone(617) 727-8470

city or town Boston Sate Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

wt/lstoric Preservation Officer signature \/XJLUAJL Awvl 1 Cti2/WVLi

title ~cMnCA? Executive  Director, Mass. Historical Commlssio™”™  JUAAJU \otn

AN

For NPS use only
- I hereby”certlfy that this property is included inthe National Register

date

National Bogl et er

Keeper of the National Reg
Attest: date d I

Chief of Registration
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In 1873, a special partnership was formed with Wlliam Saasey of Newburyport, whose
financial backing allowed the construction of the Pleasant Street factory. Takingad-
vantage of newly available nmechanized equi pment, Dodge installed MKay |eather stitchers
and ot her machinery which gave his firm a conmpetitive advantage over small-scale un-
mechani zed manufacturers. Unlike many cont enporaneous shoe making firms which manufactured
individual parts for shoes that were then assenbled i n |arger manufacturingcenters

such as Lynn and Brockton, the Dodge Gonpany produced finished goods which i t sold
directly to wholesalers, a circumstance which allowed the conpany greater control over
its own growh. By the 1880s, the conpany hadgrown to become Newburyport's |argest
business with a gross income of over $1,000,000 i n 1886, in contrast toan

incone of only $211,074 in 1874. At the sanme time that his business was growi ng, Dodge
becane promnent inlocal affairs, serving as Mayor in 1890, President of the Mechanics'
National Bank of Newburyport i n 1900, anincorporator of the Anna Jaques Hospital of
Newburyport in 184 andas a director of several local businesses.

Fol | owi ng Dodge's death in 1902, his business continued to prosper until the 1920s

when it was bought by the W D Hannah Shoe Conpany together with the Dodge Buil ding.

Al though the Hannah Shoe Conpany manufactured shoes in the building until the 1950s,

the local shoe industry experienced steady decline after the 1920s when i t had ac-
counted for nore than 60% of Newburyport's industrial output. |In the 1950s, the property
was sold to the Prince Realty Corporationandthereafter |eased out to several comercial
and |ight industrial concerns.
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Ess=ex County,
MASSACHUSETTS,
Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
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Reviawer's comments:

Fecom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for; . technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Catvgory Own«rshtp Statui Present Use

Pvbltc Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this property been deternnir>e<l <hgtbte'" . yes TK)
7. Description
CoCMIIIiOfl Ch*ck Of>« Ch*ck on«
exceilent . deteriorated unaltered original site
good njina attered frwved date

fir . uriexposed

Describe tl>« pr*»*nt an” oHyinal |H kr>ewn) pliyaical app«aranc*

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

, boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

a“licable criteria

justification of areas
checked
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the resource

context
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other
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13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this
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Iltem may be continued
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nomination may be directed to
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

July 20, 1982

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Pl aces
National Park Service

Departrent of the Interior

VWashi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Shul |,
Encl osed you will find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

Lynn: Lynn Bank Bl ock (local)

Monterey: Rever end Adoni jah Bi dwel | House and First Meetinghouse Site (local)
j _"Mewburyport:  EP. Dodge Building (Iocal

Sandisfield:  Philenon Sage House IocaI;

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board and have been si gned by

the State Historic Preservation Officer. QOanerswere notified of pending State Review
Board consi deration 30-75 days before the meeting and were af forded t he opportuntiy
to cooment. CGoments received todate areattached tothenomnation fomns.

Sincerely,

Candace(Jer
Regi stratv*ojf Di rector
Massachusetts Historical Commssion



