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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Chattanooga T s Old Post Office, now offices of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, is built in the Richardsonian Romanesque style. 
It is a large three and a half story building. Architectural 
features are emphasized by the use of contrasting surfaces of 
rough and smooth stone. Arched windows, some with elaborately 
carved stone transoms, are used along with straight-topped 
windows. Flanking the central section and arch of the main 
entrance are projecting bays reaching four stories.

•>

Early photographs in the Clipping File of the Chattanooga Public 
Library show the roof originally had a greater pitch. «*The same 
pictures document that the north wing of the building was con 
structed circa 1905-1910, over ten years after the main struc 
ture was completed. The wing does appear, however, to have been 
a part of the original design.

The interior has been altered. Those original architectural 
elements remaining suggest that the interior was never as 
decorative and sophisticated as the exterior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Post Office Is one the few architecturally distinguished 
buildings of the late nineteenth-early twentieth centuries 
remaining in downtown Chattanooga.

Curiously, the name of the architect could not be uncovered. The 
main section of the structure was begun In 1891 and occupied in 
1893. It served as the post office for only forty years: 
in 1933, it was replaced by another post office building.



Chattanooga Public Library Clipping File on Old Post 
Office Building.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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