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VACANT/NOT IN USE

DOMESTIC: SINGLE DWELLING

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
LATE VICTORIAN: GOTHIC

Materials
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foundation

STONE: LIMESTONE

walls __

WOOD: WEATHERBOARD

roof

ASPHALT; METAL; COPPER

other

Narrative Description
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CLARK-ROBIDOUX HOUSE
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance
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WALLACE COUNTY, KANSAS
County and State
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D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.
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Architect/Builder

HARDING ALLEN CLARK - BUILDER
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The Clark-Robidoux House (c. 1880) is an example of a centered gable Gothic Revival house, the center gable is
flanked by symmetrical gables. A truncated hipped roof covers the main portion of the house. An ell projects from
the northwest section of the house and is covered with a gable roof. Gables punctuate the roofline on all four
elevations, each gable contains a double hung 2/2 arched window. When constructed, a balustraded widow's walk
surmounted the truncated roof plane. Most of the balustrade has deteriorated. A weathered, inter-locking, asphalt
shingled roof covers the original wooden roof shingles.
The house is constructed of wood and stands on a stone foundation. Tongue and groove siding clads the house.
The overall dimensions of the house are 43' from east to west and 44' from north to south. The house faces south.
Two one story pent roof additions project from the rear of house. These additions extend the length of the house
on the north west side by IT and on the northeast side by 14'. They are also clad in tongue and groove siding.
A one story porch topped with a balustrade marks the center bay of the southern facade. A gently sloping copper
roof with two ridges surmounts the porch. The porch posts are square and capped with simple classical molding.
Curved wooden decorative features are inserted between the posts to form the arches. The posts support a simple
classical entablature. The entablature continues on across the window bays. A wooden balustrade made of
classically turned balusters still stands between the porch posts. The balusters mirror those used on the balustrade
above the porch. The front door stands sheltered by the porch. It is a four paneled wooden door with the original
spindlework screendoor. A transom surmounts the door.
Two one story window bays project from either side of the porch. A low sloped, double ridged cooper roof covers
each bay. Each bay contains four 2/2 double hung, segmentally arched windows. A grouping of two windows faces
directly south in line with the building's facade plane, each bay also contains two side windows at a forty-five degree
angle. The windows are flanked by simple pilasters that stand on simple classical bases and are surmounted with
simple classical capitals. A recessed panel stands beneath each window in the bay. The classical pilaster treatment
used on the bays is more closely linked to the Italianate tradition, as are the round and segmentally arched windows
employed throughout the house.
The facade reaches a climax with the three fenestrated gables that pierce the southern slope of the roof. The outer
gables are fenestrated with round arched 2/2 double hung windows, the center gable, which is larger, contains an
arched triple hung window.
The remaining elevations are not adorned with any special features or decoration beyond the round arch and
segmentally arched 2/2 double hung windows that are employed to fenestrate the house. A rear porch with lathe
turned supports projects from the east side of the northeast addition. Two of the windows on the east side maintain
their original louvered shutters. A brick chimney rises from the roof peak of the northern ell.
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The interior of the house reveals a centerhall floorplan with a massive cherry staircase defining the front hall.
Wallpaper covers most of the plaster walls. The interior woodwork is intact. The doorways contain four paneled
doors and hinged transoms. Wide baseboard molding defines all of the rooms. Original wooden window and door
surrounds remain intact.
The nomination also contains a wooden outhouse. The structure is clad in tongue and groove siding and stands on
a stone base. A cross gabled, hipped roof covers the small structure. A deteriorated asphalt roof exposes wooden
sheathing. Gables pierce each roof slope. Louvered windows mark the structure's sides. A vent pipe rises from the
center of the structure's roof.
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The Clark-Robidoux House (c. 1880) is located at 4th Street in Wallace, Wallace County, Kansas (pop. 86). The
property is being nominated to the National Register under criterion A for its historical associations with the growth
and development of Wallace and Wallace County, under criterion B for its historical associations with Harding Alien
Clark (1852-1923) and Peter Robidoux (1850-1927,) and under criterion C for its architectural significance as a
Gothic Revival house.
Wallace County was established in 1868, the year that the Kansas Pacific line reached Wallace. Personnel from Fort
Wallace, established in 1866, protected the railroad's workers as they lay the rails through Wallace County. The fort
was abandoned in 1882. The town of Wallace was two miles west of Fort Wallace, originally it was called Wallace
Station. Wallace became the Wallace County seat in 1875.
Between 1870 and 1890 Wallace was a division point between Kansas City and Denver for the Kansas Pacific line.
Wallace had railway yards, a roundhouse, offices, a hotel, and a restaurant. In 1890 the Kansas Pacific moved this
division point to Cheyenne Wells, Colorado. This move decimated Wallace and it never recovered. The division
point was moved back east to Sharon Springs, Kansas in 1909 and remained there until the late 1940s. Sharon
Springs had become the Wallace County seat in 1889 and is located nine miles west of Wallace.
The arrival of the Kansas Pacific line and the increased stature that Wallace accrued when it became a division point
resulted in a town boom. By the 1880s Wallace had become a thriving town of three thousand. Wallace was the
only outfitting and shipping point between the main line of the Union Pacific along the Platte in Nebraska and the
Gulf of Mexico during its reign as the railroad's most western division point. When the division point was moved
from Wallace the population dwindled and the economy disintegrated, by 1910 there were only 20 houses in the
town.
The rampant speculation of the 1870s attracted both Harding Alien Clark and Peter Robidoux to Wallace. The two
men shared similar experiences, both men had established stores upon coming to Wallace, and both men were
ranchers. They were friends and their children grew up together. Interestingly, Clark had taught French speaking
Canadians before coming to Wallace, and was fluent in French, linking him further with Robidoux, whose first
language was French. The final link was established when Robidoux purchased the Clark residence.
Clark was born and raised in Montgomery, Vermont and came to Wallace in 1871 to work on his cousin Homer
Wheeler's cattle ranch as the foreman, Wheeler had a government contract to supply Fort Wallace with beef.
Wheeler had come to Wallace in 1868 and quickly acquired land and established the cattle ranch. Clark purchased
Wheeler's ranch in 1875, and added to it over the years.
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Clark established a lumber and implement business in Wallace in 1871. He owned a substantial amount ofreal estate
in Wallace and also participated in the development of Goodland, Kansas. Clark served as the Wallace County
representative to the 1895 State Legislature.
In 1879, Clark married Lilla Carpenter of West Charleston, Vermont. Carpenter had attended Mt. Holyoke College
and the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston.
The darks' Gothic Revival house was constructed in 1880, it is likely that dark's lumber and implement business
supplied the necessary material for the wooden house. The house may be seen as an eastern transplant, reflecting
the residential architecture of New England. This reflection is most apparent in the "widow's walk" that is formed
by the truncated hipped roof. Bearing the facts that both Clark and his wife Lilla Carpenter were born and bred in
Vermont, it is quite likely that their Wallace residence reflected a house they had both known in Vermont. The
Gothic Revival style was rarely used for residential architecture in Kansas, and an example of such on the western
frontier is exceptionally rare.
The 1887 Evert's Atlas of Kansas includes a line drawing of the H. C. Clark residence, a large carriage house, a shed,
and an outhouse stand behind the house, a white picket fence surrounds the complex. Period photographs support
this arrangement.
The Clarks raised their family in the house and sold the house in 1905. After several property transfers, Robidoux
purchased the Clark home in 1909.
Robidoux was bom and raised in St. Remi Province, Quebec, Canada and came to Wallace County in 1868 as a
laborer for the Kansas Pacific line. He moved to Ellis, Kansas in 1870 but returned to Wallace in 1872, establishing
a drug store and post office. Robidoux expanded his merchandise substantially over the next fifteen years.
In 1887, "P. Robidoux-Dealer in Everything" offered general merchandise, dry goods, notions, ready made clothing
and gentlemen's furnishing goods; hats, caps, and gloves; a full line of groceries and provisions; boots, shoes and
rubbers; flour, feed and baled hay; stockmen's and rancher's supplies; hardware, tinware, braved wire, and nails;
crockery, glassware, lamps; farming implements and wagons; oils, paints, and brushes; harnesses, saddles, and
blankets.
Robidoux closed his store in 1893 and moved to the family ranch on Lake Creek, twelve miles north of Wallace.
Since his marriage to Alice Barry in 1885, the family had lived above the store. The Robidoux family took some of
the remaining merchandise with them when they moved to the ranch, but the rest of the $20,000 contents were left
to rot. The store building remained standing until 1920.
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Robidoux homesteaded the first 160 acres of his 32,000 acre cattle ranch in 1878. He lost a large number of cattle
to harsh winters between 1880 and 1883, and lost 4,000 head of cattle in the blizzard of 1886. He operated one of
the largest ranches in Kansas, his holdings included land in Wallace, Greeley, and Sherman counties from the 1890s
through the 191 Os. In 1918, he suffered the devastating loss of 2,500 head of cattle in a blizzard, this loss culminated
in the sale of the ranch in 1919.
Robidoux retained an economic interest in Wallace, in 1907 he helped to found the Wallace County State Bank,
which later consolidated with the Peoples State Bank in Sharon Springs. In 1909 he purchased the Clark house and
lived there off and on until the late 1910s, when he and his wife moved there permanently.
The Clark-Robidoux House was constructed in 1880 and is an example of the Gothic Revival style. Gothic Revival
houses occur most commonly in the northeast between 1840 and 1880, but also appear in most areas of the country
settled before 1880. The Gothic Revival style was rarely used for residential architecture in Kansas, and an example
of such on the western frontier is exceptionally rare.
The Gothic Revival style was popularized by Alexander Jackson Downing through the publication of Cottage
Residences in 1842 and The Architecture of Country Houses in 1850. Downing expanded upon the ideas of his
teacher and friend, Alexander Jackson Davis, who was the first American architect to promote the use of the Gothic
Revival in residential architecture through the 1837 publication of Rural Residences.
The Gothic Revival is rooted in the Picturesque movement, beginning in England with Sir Horace Walpole's
remodeling of his country house Strawberry Hill in 1749. William Pierson writes that, "Strawberry Hill is a Gothic
building precisely because it seeks to recreate the romantic visions of the era....and is therefore the epitome of the
picturesque." (Pierson, William J., American Buildings and Their Architects. V. 2, pp. 106-107,1978) The Gothic
Revival style was employed primarily for rural residences, and sought compatibility with the natural landscape.
"The English ideas of the picturesque, which Davis and Downing espoused, revolutionized the American house,
relating it to its setting, giving irregularity to its shape, plan, and surface and freeing it from the austere rigidity of
the traditional box pattern. Many of the forms and features were imitated so much that they passed into the
vernacular, and some, such as asymmetrical massing, bay windows, board and batten siding, wide decorated eaves
and expansive verandas, became lasting contributions to American domestic architecture." (Davies, Jane B., Master
Builders, p. 57. 1985)
Gothic Revival residential architecture is characterized by a steeply pitched roof with steep cross gables. Fanciful,
scrolled wooden ornamentation decorating windows, roof-wall junctions, porches, and doors is a dominant feature
in most Gothic Revival houses.
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The Clark-Robidoux House is an example of a centered gable Gothic Revival house, the center gable is flanked by
symmetrical gables. McAlester writes that centered gable type comprises over one-third of the Gothic Revival
houses. (McAlester, Virginia and Lee, A field Guide to American Houses, p. 197, 1984)
A truncated hipped roof covers the house; hipped roofs occur less frequently in the Gothic Revival than gable roofs.
The house is constructed of wood, which was the most common material employed for the Gothic Revival.
The Clark-Robidoux House lacks the fanciful scrolled wooden ornamentation that is characteristic of Gothic Revival
houses. It is a simple and plain example of the type. The house derives its applied decoration from the porch and
railings, and the window surrounds are slightly arched, but not pointed. Two full-scale bay windows flank the one
story porch, this is a common treatment.
The interior of the house reveals a symmetrical floorplan. Late-nineteenth century door and window surround,
windows, doors, and hardware are employed, with very little decoration in the house to indicate its Gothic Revival
roots. The Clark-Robidoux House is derivative and clearly based in the vernacular tradition.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property stands on the SW4, NE4, NE4, NE4 of S. 24, T. 13S, R. 39W of the Sixth Principal
Meridian. The property is bounded to the south by Fourth Street and to the north, east and west by adjacent
property lines.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is part of a larger parcel historically associated with the house. The nominated parcel
contains the house and the outhouse.

