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1. Name _________
historic Nevada Brewery____________________________ 

and/or common Old Nevada Brewery, Old Stone Brewery______

2. Location

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84

For NFS use only 

received /lUG / 4 

date entered SEP 2 1985

street & number 107 Sacramento Street N/A_ not for publication

city, town Nevada City N/A vicinity of

state California code 06 county Nevada code 057

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
x building(s) x private 

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object in process

being considered
X N/A

Status
occupied

Tf unoccupied 
work in progress

Accessible 
x yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

_jf_ other: vacant

4. Owner off Property

name Donn Walcutt

street & number p. o. Box 1284

city, town Nevada City N/A vicinity of state California 95959

5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Nevada County Courthouse

street & number Recorder's Office

city! town Nevada City CA 95959

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Geological Guidebook Along Highway 49. Sierran Gold Belt. '!3&e^ftthfir*Lode 
Divig-tnn* nf M-ir»o " ^as ""• P">Perty»**" delentflHSd IftglBfJ?^f

date September, 19A8 federal $ state county local

California Division of Mines and Geology 
depository for survey records 1416 - Ninth Street

city, town Sacramento state CA



7. Description

Condition
__ excellent 
-XX. good 

fair

__ deteriorated 
ruin*
unexpoved

Chock ono
.___ unaltered 
xx altered

Chock ono
_xx_ original site 

moved date
N/A

Deacribo tho proaont and original (iff known) phyaical appearance

Fronting on Sacramento Street, bounded by Boulder Street approximately 50' to the north, and 
Rough and Ready Ditch to the south and east, the old Nevada Brewery is a 2-1/1 story struc­ 
ture, approximately 63* x 83', of quarried rough-cut granite with lime mortar. The north 
portion of the building was constructed in the mid-1850s; however, the Brewery achieved its 
significance with the expansion to its present unusual configuration in 1882-83. The original 
facade of the building is in excellent condition and remains largely intact. A second floor 
level balcony on the original north structure has been removed. A lean-to addition at the 
rear has not greatly altered the original appearance.

Earliest existing photographic evidence and the measured drawings of the exterior of the 
building indicate there was a stone building constructed in the mid-1850 s which still remains 
incorporated in the total structure today and is approximately 29' wide and 41* long, three 
levels in height, with a simple wood frame gable roof. The building plan shape is a parallelo­ 
gram, approximately 7° out of square.

The brick "Temperance Hall" building (built pre-1857) was directly south and adjacent to this 
stone building when the "Hall" burned to the ground in 1881.

When the fire was over, the southern half of the stone building main roof was fire damaged. 
Also, the roof over the second floor balcony was destroyed (iron ledger brackets for this 
roof still remain in the stone wall (see photograph #7), although the balcony itself was 
probably not badly damaged. The three columns supporting both the balcony and the roof were 
possibly burned off just above the handrail, so the posts were cut off and ornament caps 
were applied. This roof over the second floor openings was never replaced.

This original structure had four openings on the west elevation (Sacramento Street), two at 
the main level, symmetrically located, with two at the second story balcony level. The south 
wall had three openings, one each at the first and second levels, directly above each other, 
and one at the basement level. The north elevation had no openings at the ground level, but 
two window openings at the second level.

Existing iron pintle hinges are still in place at the east (rear) and south wall openings. 
Both walls are now interior to the Brewery structure but leave evidence that these were 
exterior walls earlier.

There is evidence of only one exterior stair sloping from grade to basement level, east to 
west, near the southeast corner (rear) of the building. This stair pit was later used for the 
water hydraulic elevator running from the basement through the second floor.

This would give an explanation to early reports of the Brewery being considerably more than 
100 years old, when it is recorded that the time of construction for the addition was 1882-83.

In 1882, when Mr. Gehrig started construction of the new brewery building on the property to 
the south of the earlier stone structure, the stone wall of the west facade was constructed 
flush and parallel with the face of the original building, although it is evident from photo #7 
that different masons did the work. The original building has more regular horizontal coursing 
whereas the later structure has a rougher surface and more irregular method of laying the rock.

(See continuation sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599

__ 1600-1699 
1700-1799

_X_ 1800-1899 
__ 1900-

Areas of Significance — Check
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture

y architecture __ 
art
commerce
communications *

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military

music
philosophy
politics/government

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify)

Specific dates mid-1850 s & 1882-83 Builder/Architect_________Owner 1882-83/George Gehrig 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

In the years that followed the discovery of gold, brewing became an important industry in 
California. The old Nevada Brewery building is one of two remaining of 15 breweries once 
located in Nevada County. Located near the old City Plaza, once the social center of 
Nevada City, it is the largest commercial/industrial granite building still existing in the 
area. Necessitated by repeated fires which often leveled whole towns during this time period, 
construction of stone was rarely found outside the Gold Country, and very few 
examples remain in California today.

Because of the demand generated by the Gold Rush , and the years of mining that ensued, 
brewing rapidly became one of the most important industries in the northern and southern mines. 
Following the discovery of gold, approximately 155 breweries of varying sizes were in California 
Fifteen were located in Nevada County, and five of these were in Nevada City. These fifteen 
breweries produced 500,000 gallons of beer annually.

The old stone brewery on Sacramento Street is the only one of those breweries remaining in 
Nevada City, and one of two remaining in the county. It is the largest commercial stone 
building surviving in Nevada City, and is one of few extant granite structures in the entire 
Mother Lode and the state as well. Disastrous fires brought about building with noncombustible 
materials in structures designed for permanence, but although readily available, granite was 
seldom used in construction. Instead, most non-wooden buildings were of rhyolite tuff, schist 
or brick. The Brewery's brick detailing of clay from the Mother Lode has endured a century of 
Sierra gold belt weather, and the lime mortar in the building is in good condition.

Presently appearing as one structure, the north portion of the Nevada Brewery building was 
constructed in the mid 1850 s, and in 1882-83, the south portion was added by George Gehrig 
on the site of Temperance Hall which was destroyed by fire in 1881. The brewery operated for 
several years under various ownerships and in 1893, Simon Hieronimus moved his brewing opera­ 
tions to the stone brewery from SearIs Street, following a fire at that location.

Mr. Hieronimus was well known throughout the mining country both as a brewer and a cooper. 
Born in France in 1849, he came to the area in 1876 and established his first brewery in the 
tiny mining town of North Bloomfield, 20 miles to the east of Nevada City. When mining 
declined in that location, Hieronimus moved his family and business to Searls Street. Ulti­ 
mately, he moved the brewing operations to the Sacramento Street site, were he produced steam 
beer until his death in 1911, at which time Simon Hieronimus, Jr., became brewmaster.

Although the Brewery ceased bottling operations permanently because of Prohibition, ownership 
of the property remained within the Hieronimus family for several years. Following this 
period, with a succession of ownerships, the building and the beer cooling/storage cave and 
tunnel built into the side of the hill at the rear were used for various bar/dining/dancing 
enterprises. In the 1930 s, the Brewery was an especially popular entertainment place, drawing 
customers from as far away as Sacramento, some 60 + miles. Over the last 40 years, the 
building has been in and out of use as a beer distributorship and an eating/entertainment spot. 
Ownership has changed frequently and at present, the building is not occupied.

The Brewery building was recognized as a significant structure and included in the Highway 49 
survey prepared in 1948 by the California State Division of Mines.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet #2

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property approximately 1/3 acre 

Quadrangle name Nevada City r CA 

UTM References

Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See exhibit A attached: Nevada County Document #81 31125. Boundaries are 
drawn on lot lines encompassing the historic property.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county N/A code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title ARCHITECTS, McCabe - Herrlinger, A Professional Corporation

organization (As shown above). date 8/30/8A

street & number 1809 19th Street telephone (916) 447-4347

city or town Sacramento state California 95814

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state * local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer date July 31f 1985



NPS Form 1C-900-a 
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0MB Vo. 1024-0013 
Expires 10-31-37

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form

Sutton Place Historic District 
Continuation sheet New York County, NY Item number 4

Owners

1 Sutton Place

3 Sutton Place

7 Sutton Place

9 Sutton Place

11 Sutton Place

13 Sutton Place

15 Sutton Place

17 Sutton Place

19 Sutton Place

21 Sutton Place

4 Sutton Square

Henry J. Heinz II 
Goodwood State Road 
Swickley, Pa.

United Nations
833 UN Plaza
New York, NY 10017

Robert G. Goelet 
425 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022

Robert G. Goelet 
425 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022

leoh Ming Pei
660 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022

Edith R.D. Soeiro
2829 Pacific Avenue
San Francisco, California

Carl Taylor
15 Sutton Place
New York, NY 10022

Giorgia Laurenti et al 
OTIC Corp.
425 East 61st Street 
New York, NY 10021

Norman J. Alexander 
19 Sutton Place 
New York, NY 10022

Courgette S A
Barry H. Singer
c/o Lowenthal Landau Fish
250 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10017

Phyllis I. Kerdasha 
4 Sutton Square 
New York, NY 10022

Page 2
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6 Sutton Square

8-10 Sutton Square

12 Sutton Square

14 Sutton Square

16 Sutton Square

Garden

Peter J. Sprague 
6 Sutton Square 
New York, NY 10022

Neil A. McConnell 
12 Sutton Square 
New York, NY 10022

Neil A. McConnell 
12 Sutton Square 
New York, NY 10022

John Goelet
14 Sutton Square
New York, NY 10022

George Lindemann 
1067 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10028 
Sutton Square Inc. 
4 Sutton Square 
New York, NY 10022
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The roof ridge of the original building ran east and west. The north half of the roof had 
not been severely damaged during the fire and still exists as the original slope. The new 
roof was constructed with the ridge running north and south approximately 67' from the ridge 
of the original building to the base of the hill. There was also a fairly large wood cupola 
built astride the ridge approximately in the center of the building. The gable end at the 
south was sloped 30 toward the east. The south stone wall was constructed with an acute 
interior angle because of building on the property line of an unusual shaped lot (which 
followed the base of the hill contour).

The four Sacramento Street openings on the original building were constructed with cut stone 
totally around each opening. As the 1882-83 addition proceeded, cut stone was used only at 
the arched opening for the exit of the brewery wagons. All four of the window openings at 
the street facade used brick keyed jambs similar to the window construction at the north 
elevation of the original building.

At the present time, the entire rear elevation (east) is wood frame and corrugated tin walls. 
There is no evidence of the 1882-83 structure ever having a stone or other masonry rear wall. 
At the north elevation of the shed addition behind the original building, there is presently 
a partial masonry wall approximately 7 f high.

Sometime between 1890 and 1910, the ridge/gable roof that was put over the new section of the 
brewery in 1882-83 was removed and replaced with a shed type, corrugated tin structure that 
still exists today. There is no physical evidence remaining that the roof might have burned 
off, nor has research revealed any information as to why this portion of the roof was 
reconstructed. The roof framing of the original building (1850s ) still remains.

When the shed roof was added, it was necessary to do additional masonry work to close in the 
Sacramento Street gable end. This was accomplished by adding a brick wall on top of the 
original stone parapet. At this time, an additional window was added at the attic level and 
the north and west elevations were plastered (see photo #7).

As late as 1960, a portion of the second floor balcony still remained, although the original 
posts and handrail had been removed ("modernized"), and steel diagonal supports were added 
as the structural element. This entire canopy was removed circa 1975.

The building is currently being renovated in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation.
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Geological Guidebook Along Highway 49, Sierran Gold Belt, "The Mother Lode Country"; 
Division of Mines Bulletin 141, September, 1948.

Early History of the Yuba River Valley; George Emmanuel Hanson, Berkeley, 1924.

History of Nevada County, Harry L. Wells, Thompson and West, Oakland, 1880. 

The Yuba River Canyon Company; J. L. Wolff, Manuscript, 1932.

Nevada County Mining and Business Directory, 1895.

Gold Cities, Nevada City and Grass Valley, A History and Guide; Doris Foley and 
Jim Morley, Berkeley, 1965.

Gold Rush Country; Lane Books, Menlo Park, 1972.

The Independent; Nevada City, California, July 16, 1980.

The Daily Transcript; Nevada City, California, August 16, 1881.

Sanborn Fire Map, Sanborn Map and Publishing Company, New York, 1885.

Personal conversation with:

Elise DeMatei, granddaughter of Simon Hieronimus, Sr., Nevada City, California 

Ed Tyson, Curator, Searls Historical Library, Nevada City, California
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Exhibit "A": Nevada County Document 81 31125

All those portions of Lots i and )5 and all of Lot 16 of Block 
57, of the City of Nevada City, made by H. S. Bradley in the year 
1869, describe in one. parcel as follows:

Beqinning at a point on the Easterly line of 'Sacramento street 
from which the Northwest corner of Lot ], Block 57, bears North 
!)• 20* Ea*t 27.15 feet; thence South M* 20' West 155.74 feet 
along the Easterly line of Sacramento Street to the Southwest 
corner of Lot 16; thence along the Southerly line of Lot 16, North 
82* )5* East 116.00 feet to the Southeast comer of said Lot 16; 
thence along the Easterly line of Lot 1<>, North 2* 20' East 42.30 
feet to a point on North bank of ditch; thence North 81* 58* East 
86.27 feet along the North bank of ditch t thence North 1* 26' East 
71.4] feet to a point in the center of Little Deer Creek; thence 
along the center of Little Deer Creek, North 86* )5' Host PJ.62 
feet to the point of beginning.



Nevada Brewery
107 Sacramento Street
Nevada City, Nevada County, CA

Original I8p0s Building



Nevada Brewery
107 Sacramento Street
Nevada City
Nevada County
California

Original l8£0s Building and addition
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Nevada Brewery
107 Sacramento Street
Nevada City, Nevada County, CA

Original l8£0s Buildir^ and Addition



Nevada Brewery
107 Sacramento Street
Nevada City, Nevada County, CA
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Original Building and addition
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Tax Area Code 
2-000

5-41

100'

Nevada County

Lot 

Builo.ing

NEVADA BREWERY
NEVADA CITY, CA
10? Sacramento Street
APN 05-411-12

Assessor's Map Bk. 5 -Pg. 41 

County of Nevada, Calif. 

1962


