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Towmn Worcester
Address 56/58 Olga Avenue
Historic Nane Charles Magnuson

Three-Decker

U Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Dae ca. 1912

Source Worcester House Directory

Style Colonial Revival Three-Decker

Ar chitect unknown

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and
. shingle

Outbuildings  pone

Mgor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition ver™- good

Moed Date
Acreege less than 1/4 acre

Setting Early 20th centurv, urban

rriulti-family, residential street;
rear of property looks out on

Green Hill Park.

Recorded by A-MifA stemitz
Organization Clark University

Dae "“N-ne 1980
Steinit2-12/i



NATI ONAL REA STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Charles Magnuson Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant
as a residence associated with thelast surge of 20th century three-decker
devel opment i nt heBelmnt Street area, a mostly Scandanavian, working-class
nei ghborhood. | t i salso an unusually well-preserved and well-detailed
example, representativeof a popular local variation of Colonial Revival
three-decker design. The Magnuson Three-Decker thus neets criteria Aand

C of theNational Register of Histcric Places on thelocal level.

ARHTETU. SAONHGCMNE Describe inportant arch|tectural features ad evaluate interns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 56/58 O ga Avenue i sarepresentative example of Coloni al
Revival three-decker constructioni nt heBelnmont Street neighborhood. The
house has t hecharacteristic side-hall plan, and has a gable roof. It i s
clad i nwood clapboard, with wood shingle on theporch and bay w ndows.

The asymmetrical facade consists of an entry bay containing a three-tier
porch supported by square posts, flanked by a three-story, round bay w ndow.
A second, angled bay w ndow projects from t heside wall. Large, regularly
spaced brackets decorate theroof cornice overhang. Wndows have 2/ 1 sash,
set i nsimple surrounds.

HSTARCAL SANHCANE Explain the role owers played in local or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conaunity.

The Magnuson Three-Decker was built ca. 1912 at t heeastern edge of t he 4
Bel mont Street neighborhood, during thelast major surge of three-decker
construction i nthis part of thecity. I ntheearly 20th century, this area
was still domnated by Swedish, Swede-Finn, and Finnish famlies, and nany
residents worked as skilled metal tradesmen for nearby American Steel and
Wre or other local metal fabricating industries. The house was first owned
and occupied by Charles Magnuson, a foreman at Wrcester Metal Goods, who
lived here through thelate 1920s. Tenants i n1912 included August Johnson,
a machinist; and Frank Smth, a cabinet maker. | n 1920, tenants were
Johnson and Charles Frodigh, an adjuster. Residents i n1930included August
Johnson; Roland Frodigh, a bookeeper; and Charles Frodigh.

Bl BLI GRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1912, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Worcester, 1922.

J. f.allahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 8/ 85
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