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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wide Awake Grocery building has occupied the southwest corner of the inter­ 
section of State Street and Sixth Avenue since 1908. It stretches almost the entire 
width of the block and is 197 feet long and thirty-two feet wide; the south 127 feet 
were added on in 1911. The major exterior change is the first level of the front facade 
which the owner modernized in 1968 because an automobile crashed through it. Another 
alteration is the entrance to the rear which has also been modernized.

A mixture of common bond brick, rock faced and dressed ashlar act as this two 
story building's facing. The dressed stone appears mainly on the original building's 
east side and only up to the second story windows. Above these openings the rock- 
faced type is present; this is used on all of the 1911 addition. The brick appears 
on the second story of the front facade including a stepped cornice and string course.

The front facades fenestrations includes a large first floor display window 
and four double hung, two sash second story openings. The side windows are similar 
except that the original portion has label surrounds and no separate sill construction. 
One door can be found on every side of the structure.

The east side's central portion is indented and wooden steps lead to a second 
story entrance for several apartments. Stone work on the west side is considerably 
more rough than on the west. While the rear facade has different angles rather than 
squared.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wide Awake Grocery building is one of the dwindling number of cut stone 
commercial buildings left in the state. Its architectural importance is enhanced 
because it displays both rock faced and dressed sandstone ashlar; sandstone, the 
later type is not normally found. A second significance is commercial; for the 
structure has been an important grocery for Belle Fourche since its construction.

John Aaron Scotney constructed the building in 1908 and the large 1911 
addition. All of the stone came from a quarry just south of the city. The occupants 
for the most part have been groceries: Wide Awake Grocery, Pomeroy and Glassie 
and Sly's. It has retained the later name since 1922 and had the same owner.

The upstairs have served many functions including apartments, a high school and 
a theater. Because it had a stage the structure was for many years the site of 
Belle Fourche main social events. Now the second floor is mainly apartments and storage 
areas.

Belle Fourche has been the commercial center for a large cattle industry from 
three states: South Dakota, Montana and Wyoming. The Wide Awake Grocery building 
has served these people's needs for food products since 1908 which is only eighteen 
years after the town's founding. Downtown grocery buildings, which were typical at 
one time, are beginning to leave and locate elsewhere. So a portion of what a 
twentieth century town looked like and of what sort of needs this core area fulfilled, 
is disappearing.
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