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white) Indicate address of 
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Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
Intersection(s). 
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Use: Present Hesidential 

Original Hesidential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1894 

Source Sanderson 1927 

Style Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard/shingle 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) ncne 

S-U aHticktd map 

Condition PrnnH 

Moved no Date n/c 

• Acreage ?5.SR5 so. f t . . ^2-^-1 

Setting At corner of two ma.ior tho­

roughfares in r e s i d e n t i a l area of 

19th and 20th c , houses 

UTM REFERENCE l^jvSf.^n/^L'q.^^nn 

USGS QUADRANGLE LpyiMr^Jt^Kl 

SCALE lyy^nno 

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes 

Organization Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date August 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( I f applicable) 

The Newell D. Johnson House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t is a significant as the most elaborate and well-
preserved example of the Queen Anne style in the Piety Corner area, and one of the best in 
tlie entire city. . I t meets criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

Set on a corner with a great deal of t r a f f i c in a residential area of large 
nineteenth and early twentieth century houses, this i s the most elaborate Queen Anne house 
in the area. I t retains many of i t s original features and finishes: an octagonal tower 
with arched windows and butted shingles; butted and fishscale shingles on the three-sided 
bay; curved brackets with drops under the cornice of the cutaway bay on the south; small 
rectangular windows with bull's eyes flanking the tower; stepped windows on the north 
side; fluted turned porch posts; and a molded decoration under the eyebrow roof on the 
porch. Like other similiar examples of the style (#s 32, 41, 58, 121, 173) i t success­
f u l l y camouflages i t s boxy hip-roof form with lively projecting turrets, cross-gables and 
porches. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

This house was bu i l t in 189^ on the site of the house of Deacon Jonathan Sanderson, 
Sr. (1646-1735), one of the earliest settlers in Piety Corner (see Piety Corner Historic 
District form) and one of the deacons after whom the area was named. Jonathan Sanderson, 
Sr. was also one of the largest landowners in the Piety Corner area: in the I680s he had 
bought 160 acres, and i n 1689 he bu i l t a house at the corner of Lexington and Lincoln 
Streets. Jonathan Sanderson Sr.'s property was sold to his grandson, Deacon Jonathan 
Sanderson I I I (1700-1790), who in turn deeded i t to his son Josiah. Ca. 1771 Josiah b u i l t 
a new house east of the original dwelling, making the old house an e l l of the new one, and 
in 1822 l e f t the property to his daughter Sybil. The lat t e r sold off most of the land, 
but in 1851 l e f t the house and five acres to her cousins Grac^ and Polly Sanderson. Grace 
died in 1855 and Polly sold the property to George Green, a protege of her brother Thomas 
and a farmer, trapper, and neighborhood "character." Polly reserved the right to li v e in 
the east section of the house u n t i l her death, which occurred i n 1881, and Green 
continued to occupy the house u n t i l 1893 when he sold i t to Fannie M. Johnson, the wife of 
Newell D. Johnson, a dentist on Moody Street. In 189^ the Johnsons took down the old 
Sanderson house and bu i l t this one on the site and s t i l l owned the property i n 1923. 
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