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WALTHAM, MA MRA
Tomn Valtham, MA
Address 428 Lexington Street

Historic Nare Newell D. Johnson House
Usss Present Hesidential
Original Hesidential
DESCRIPTION
Date 1894
Source Sanderson 1927
Style  Queen Anne
Architect unknoan
Exterior Wal Fabric Clapboard/shingle

Outbuildings none

Magjor Alterations (with dates) ncne

Condition PmH

Moad no Date n/c

Acreage ?5.9R5 so. ft.. N2-N-1

Setting At corner of two maior tho-
roughfares in residential area of

19th and 20th c, houses
Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes
Organization Waltham Historical Canm.

Date August 1986
revised by C. Jenkins 3/88



NATI NN REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (1 appl i cabl e)

The Newell D Johnson House possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. |tis asignificant as the nost elaborate and wel | -
preserved exanpl e of the Queen Anne style in the Piety Corner area, and one of thebesti n
tlie entirecity. . It meets criterion Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURNL. S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the connunity.

Set onacorner with agreat deal of traffic in aresidential area of large
nineteenth and early twentieth century houses, this i s the nost elaborate Queen Anne house
in the area. |t retains many of itsoriginal features and finishes: an octagonal tower
with arched wi ndows and butted shingles; butted and fishscal e shingles on t he three-sided
bay; curved brackets with drops under thecornice of the cutaway bay on the south; small
rectangular windows with bull's eyes flanking the tower; stepped w ndows on the north
side; fluted turned porch posts; and a nol ded decoration under theeyebrow roof on the
porch. Like other simliar exanples of thestyle (#s32, 41, 58, 121, 173) i t success-
fully camouflages it s boxy hip-roof formwth [ively projecting turrets, cross-gables and
por ches.

HSTARCAL SGNHCANCE Explain the role owers played i n local or state history and how t he
building relates t othe devel opment of the comunity.

This house was built i n189" on thesite of the house of Deacon Jonat han Sanderson,
Sr. (1646-1735), one of the earliest settlers i nPiety Corner (see Piety Corner Historic
District form and one of t hedeacons after whomthe area was naned. Jonat han Sanderson,
Sr. was also one of thelargest landowners in thePiety Corner area: i nthel680s he had
bought 160 acres, and i n 1689 he built a house at t hecorner of Lexington and Lincoln
Streets. Jonathan Sanderson Sr.'s property was sold t ohis grandson, Deacon Jonathan
Sanderson |11 (1700-1790), who in turn deeded i t tohis sonJosiah. Ca 1771 Josiah built
a new house east of the original dwelling, making theold house an el | of thenew one, and
in 1822 |eft theproperty tohis daughter Sybil. The latter sold off nost of the Iand,
but i n1851 |eft the house and five acres t oher cousins Gac” and Polly Sanderson. Q ace
died i n1855 and Polly sold t heproperty toGeorge Geen, a protege of her brother Thomas
and a farmer, trapper, and neighborhood "character." Polly reserved the right tolivei n
the east section of thehouse until her death, which occurred i n1881, and G een
continued t ooccupy the house until 1893 when he sold i t t oFannie M Johnson, the wife of
Newel | D Johnson, a dentist on Mbody Street. | n 189" t he Johnsons took down the ol d
Sander son house and built this one on the site and still owned t heproperty in 1923.

B BLI G3=APHY and/ or REFERENGES

Sander son, Ednund L.

1927  The Story of Piety Corner. Typescript. V@l tham Public'Library.
\Wr cester, Benjamn

1899  The Sanderson Hones of Pietv Corner. VMl tahm Privately printed.
Childs, Marjorie. Card file. \althamPublic Library.
M ddl esex Deeds - "128:728; 2225: 269
Mips and atlases - 1875, 1886, 1900, 1911, 1915, 1923
Directory - 1901
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1970 Atlas, City of Véltham Val t ham Massachusetts N®
Conpi l ed by the Vél tham 428 Lexington Street

Engi neering Division Newel | D Johnson House
Scale: 1inch = WO feet 49-G10O
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