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Town Quincy, M\/ NRA
Addr ess 444 Granite Street
Historic Nane South Jmi or Hi gh School
(now Reay E Sterling Mddle School)
Use: Present Mddle School

Original Junior H gh School
DESCR PTT AN
Dat e 1927
Source Original plans, Quincy Public
Style Classical Revival
Architect Shephard and St eans
Exterior Wal| Fabric  beige brick

Qut bui I dings none

Mpjor Alterations (with dates) none

Condi tion God

Mved no Date ~.[OJ
Acreage 445 acres

Setting Th” school i ssited ona spacious
lot closetotheroad i nanodest 19th

century residential area i nsouthwest Qincy

Recorded by Fannin and Lehner / J. Johnson
Ocgani zaticn Quincy Historical Conm ssion

Date July 1, 1986/ My 1987
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NATI GJAL REQ STER CRI TERIA STATEMENT (if applicabl e)

A well preservedexanple of secondary school architecture i nthe Classical

Revival style, the South Junior H gh School i sthe wrk of anoted Boston
architectural firmactive inQuincy at thetime. Associated with Quincy's

popul ati on bocmof the 1920s, and the ongoing school building canpaign of the
early twentieth century, the school fulfills Criteria Aand Cof the National

Regi ster of Historic Places,on the local level,and retains integrity of association,
design, feeling, materials, location, andsetting.

ARCH TECTURAL SI G\ FI CANCE  Descri be inportant architectural

features andeval uate i n terns of
other buildingsw thinthe cxmunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORMIGONTT NUATT ON SHEET

HISTORICAL SOIIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and hev the
building relates to the devdc®ment of the connunity.

SFE | NVENTARY FORMIGONTT MIATI ON SHEET

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Assessors Records.
Original plans. Miintenance Department, Quincy Public Schools.
Quincy Patriot Ledger, June 26, 1926, Septenber 7, 1927, Novenber 8, 1927, Novenber 6, 1952.
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H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE —444 GRAN TE STREET
SJMH JUNCR HGH SO0 (now Reay E  Sterling
M ddl e School)

In response t othe population boomin Quincy during the 1920s, the City
built several newschools. This was part of a larger school building
canmpai gn that had begun in the 189G andwas t ocontinue through 1930. By
the md-1920s, incy. like other cities across the country, was struggling
with overcrowded high schools. 1 n1890, the total enrollment in public high
schools inthe United States was 202,963 persons; by 1924, that figure had
risen t 03,387.878 students. One solution was the creation of Junior High
Schools. Intended t oencourage students t ocontinue their education past
the elementary level, junior Iﬂh schools were designed t oinclude
facilities for vocational and physical education, the arts and other
specialized activities.

Erected i n1927, Quincy's South Junior High School was designed toreflect
these goals. Quincy's third junior high school, the building contained a
theatre, gymasium woodworking shops, mechanical drawing room an art room

musi ¢ room andprint shop, as well as classroons and |aboratories. The
school was designed t oacconpdate the rapidly grow n? nei ghborhoods in south
and west Quincy. It is nowone of five mddle schools inthe City.

Excluding those public schools previously listed in the National Register,
the South Junior High School is one of twopre-1930 schools t oremain intact
in Quincy. (The other one i s the Coddington School, also proposed for
National Register listing as part of this nomnation).
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 444 GRANI TE STREET
SQJTH JUNNOR HIGH SCH3O (now  Ray
- sterling Junior High School)

The majority of the American school buildings of the 1920s shared

certain characteristics in massing and planning: they were
contained buildings, generously fenestrated, with a central
projecting end pavilions and decorative elements in the classical

Colonial Revival node. In Quincy, this design is used in many of
schools built between 1900 and 1930. In 1927, architects, Shepard
Stearns chose this sane configuartion for the main facade of the
Junior High School. [t is the best preserved of the three Junior
Schools built in Quincy in the 1920s. The five part facade
symmetrical; it is conposed of two projecting end pavilions, a slightly

projecting central section, which is domnated by giant pilasters,

two recessed walls of six bays. The end walls of the projecting
pavilions are ornamented with a raised panel conposed of a brick diaper

pattern, a technique often enmployed to relieve blank walls.
regul ar fenestration s nmade wup of rectangular mul ti-paned

wi ndows. Classic ornamental details include the pilastered facade of
the central portion, and the three entrances with Greek pediments

horizontally enphasized by the parapet. Beige brick walls are neant
look like stone.

Boston architects Shephard and Stearns also desgined tw aW'“'tional
buildings in Quincy in the 1920s: the Minroe Building (1929; #QC 156)
and the addition to the Quincy Electric Power Conpany Power Station

(1927: #QC-12) .

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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444 Granite Street, South Junior H gh School
Qui ncy, Massachusetts / NA

Assessors Mp # 3068, 1979
Scale: 1 inch equals 80 feet
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