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Located on the south city limit of Woodland in southeastern Washington a few miles 
from the confluence of the Lewis and Columbia Rivers, the Hulda Klager Lilac Garden 
occupies a flat rectangular site approximately 200 feet by 600 feet. On the property 
there is a two story frame house, a small barn, a windmill, a water tower and other 
outbuildings.

The remainder of the grounds is comprised of the gardens containing the lilacs 
developed by Mrs. Klager as well as over 100 other species of trees, shrubs and 
plants (see attached list and map of the plantings). With the exception of the lilac 
nursery, the garden is planned in a very informal or picturesque arrangement. It is 
screened from the road by a thick border of flowering trees and shrubs and bounded 
at the back by Burlington Northern railroad tracks. The lilac nursery is planted in 
strict rows of closely spaced bushes that average about nine feet in height.

The house is a small bracketed Victorian farmhouse with cross gables, cornice returns 
and shiplap siding. It has two bay windows, verandas in front and in back and a 
"conservatory" or glassed-in porch. The barn, toward the northwest corner of the 
property, is about 15 feet by 30 feet. It has shiplap siding and two large doors on 
one side that slide on an overhead track. A smaller shed has been added to the barn 
on the side opposite the doors. Near the barn is the water tower and windmill, 40 
and 60 feet tall, respectively. Both stand on steel framework and the water tank is 
a wooden drum.

Maintenance of the gardens has been neglected over the past year or more and it is 
rapidly deteriorating. All of the open spaces have grown up in grass and thistles 
and the plots of flowers and annuals are thick with weeds. The wisteria arbor has 
collapsed. Most of the lilacs retain their metal identification tags and they seem 
to be strong and healthy.

The present owner has removed a small but growing number of azalias, lilacs and 
rhododendrons.

The house is in fairly good condition retaining some of its stained interior woodwork. 
Asbestos siding has been installed but without removing the decorative carpentry. 
The barn is weak and leaning about ten degrees out of plumb. The windmill is probably 
repairable.

The Klager garden is quite glorious in early May when the lilacs blossom and throughout 
the year it is in continual bloom with other varieties.
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A partial list of trees, shrubs and flowers in the Klager gardens

Abelia
Acuba
Albizzia (Silk Tree)
Amaryllis
Andromeda
Anemone
Araucaria (Monkey Puzzle)
Astil be
Azaleas, Evergreen and Deciduos
Bletilla Orchid
Broom (Many colors and varieties)
Cedar
Cherry (Flowering)
Chrysanthemum
Colchicum (Borders of them — pink, white, lavender)
Crab Apple (Flowering)
Cryptomeria (Japanese Evergreen)
Daffodil Is (Many varieties and species)
Dahlias
Daisies (Several varieties)
Day Lilies
DelphiniumFig ,--o ' "' 

Ginkgo Tree AV %> ,.-,
Golden Arborvitae /sv' 'iH : " ; '•'•""••
Heather A.-".:'
Holly (Many varieties) |j~;'
Hydrangia (Many colors and varieties) \~'
Japanese Peonies
Lilac Hybrids
Lilac Persian
Lilac Species
Lilacs Vulgaris (Over 150 varieties)
Magnolia Dena Data (Rare)
Magnolia Soulangeana
Magnolias Evergreen (Several large trees)
Oriental Poppies
Paulownia (Chinese Empress Tree)
Perennial Aster
Pomegranite
Primroses
Redwood
Sciadopitya (Umbrella Pine)
Seedling Peonies
Sequoia
Tree Peonies
Tulips
VariagatedBox Elder
Violets (All colors)
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The Hulda Klager Lilac Garden is the private laboratory and showplace of a well- 
known experimental gardener.

Early in her fifty-five years of work as a horticulturist, Mrs. Klager became 
nationally recognized as a leading authority on the hybridizing of lilacs. When 
she died in 1960, she had been credited with developing over 250 new varieties.

Mrs. Klager first approached plant hybridization from a pragmatic point of view. 
She is quoted as recalling how as a busy homemaker on a small farm she hated peeling 
the very small apples her trees produced, but loved making apple pies. So she at­ 
tempted to develop a new strain of bigger (and easier peeling) apples.

She did have some success, but soon took on more artistic interests and started
experimenting with flowers and shrubs. Mrs. Klager worked with dahlias and roses
before concentrating primarily on lilacs.

Her commitment to her work with lilacs began with the reading of the book New 
Creations in Plant Life, by Harwood, an account of the work and methods of Luther 
Burbank, a renowned horticulturist and authority in plant hybridization. She 
adopted the methods of Burbank for her work, and was sometimes referred to as "the 
Luther Burbank of the West", although she soon developed many techniques of her own. 
She corresponded with Burbank and visited him where he worked in California.

The first lilacs were planted in the Klager garden in 1902. There were three varieties 
a double white named Mme. Casimir Perier from the French hybridizer Lemoin, a double 
blue named President Grevy also from Lemoin and a single red named Ludwig Spath from 
L. Spath.

Pollination of the lilac is a painstaking process. On the basis of experience, 
Mrs. Klager would select two varieties she wished to cross pollinate. The pollen 
of a lilac is very fine. A magnifying glass is required to see it, and it must be 
taken at precisely the right time varying from a few days to a few hours in some 
varieties. The timing could only be determined through years of experimentation. 
Using a brush or cotton swab, she would usually begin in the morning when there was 
dew on the plants and before it bacame too windy as the pollen was easily lost. 
After the pollen was placed on the female plant, she covered the blossom with a 
paper bag tied at the base to keep out bees and other insects that could contaminate
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the experiment with other pollen carried on their legs. These bags often puzzled visitors 
to the gardens who wondered what purpose they served.

In addition to dahlias, roses and lilacs, Mrs. Klager hybridized apples, crab apples, 
peonies, magnolias, azalias and colored broom (cytisus).

Mrs. Klager was first recognized for her work in 1926 when a Portland newspaper, The 
Qregonian, commended her for developing over sixty varieties of lilacs and credited her 
with having "the finest collection in the United States." In 1927 an article about 
Hulda Klager appeared in "The American Magazine".

In 1927, the Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs awarded Hulda Klager a citation for 
"Distinguished Achievement in Horticulture". Eleven years later, on August 3, 1958, 
the Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs presented its first horticultural award 
to Mrs. Klager, Both awards were the only ones of their kind ever presented to a 
living horticulturist by the federations.

The "Lilac Lady" is best remembered locally for her warmth and kindness toward visitors 
to her gardens. The gardens were almost always open to interested individuals, but in 
addition Mrs. Klager would open them annually for "Lilac Day". One Sunday each May 
when the lilacs were in full bloom people would gather at Mrs. Klager's gardens to 
admire her collection and to view the new varieties she had developed the previous year.

"Lilac Day" first started before World War I, and people came by horse and buggy from 
the neighboring towns to see the Klager Gardens in full bloom. About 1930, local towns 
began sending delegations during "Lilac Day" to choose one of Mrs. Klager's new varieties 
and name it for their town. "Longview was the first, but Vancouver had the biggest show" 
she is quoted as saying in 1947. Two of her most coveted lilacs were so named, the 
"kalama", a dark red with large individual flowers, and the "Chehalis", a lavender lacy 
blossom. The "Kalama" is recognized for its excellent deep tones in The Fragrant Year, 
by Helen Van Pelt Wilson. (See bibliography).

"Lilac Day" attracted more visitors every year, until it evolved into "visitation week". 
At the peak of Mrs. Klager's fame, the gardens attracted as many as 8,000 visitors from 
throughout the United States, Canada and foreign countries during visitation week. No 
charge was ever made by the distinguished gardener, but many visitors were so taken with 
the beauty and grandeur of the gardens that they would leave token gifts of money in a 
little box at the front aate.

In 1948, a river dike nearby broke during heavy flooding and the lilac gardens were 
inundated for more than a month. Almost every plant and shrub in the gardens was killed. 
But Hulda Klager would not be defeated. At age 85, she immediately began the process of 
rebuilding her beloved lilac gardens. The Gresham Federated Garden Club assisted by 
giving starts of many of the lilac§ Mrs. Klager had earlier developed. An article about 
Mrs. Klager's plight was published in the August 29, 1948 issue of The Qregonian. Many 
more of the original lilac starts were donated, and within a few years the gardens were 
accurately restored to their prior splendor, and "Lilac Day" once again became an annual 
event.

On April 28, 1955, the Lewis River News, a local paper, published a lengthy article about
Mrs. Klager and the restoration of the lilac gardens. On May 8, 1955, a local group
presented her with a "loving cup", in appreciation of her many years in floriculture.



Continuation Sheet Item Number 8 Page 3

Today, Hulda Klager's lilacs are growing in parks f and arboretums throughout the nation. 
Among them is the famous Arnold Arboretum in Cam&'nSge, Massachusetts, where she sent 
13 plants in 1929. More of her plants are growing in Lombard Park, in Lombard, Illinois. 
One of the finest collections of her lilacs is contained on the grounds of the Washington 
State Capitol in Olympia. The plot with 42 varieties represented is marked with a bronze 
plaque in her honor.

On May 20, 1961, a year after her death at age 97, the Longview Daily News printed an 
article outlining Mrs. Klager's achievements and acknowledging the existence of a large 
collection of her belongings and mementos which the Cowlitz County Historical Museum 
still maintains.

Numerous varieties of lilacs now in cultivation throughout the United States were first 
grown by Hulda Klager at her home on the south city limits of Woodland, Washington. This 
unique garden represents the life's work of a master horticulturist. Although discontinued 
since her death, annual visitation to the garden was for almost sixty years a traditional 
community gathering often drawing visitors from other states and foreign countries. The 
lilac is an exceptionally popular flowering shrub in the Pacific Northwest frequently 
found in yards and park plantings. Mrs. Klager is considered to be one of the best 
known hybridizers of lilacs in North America, and her work and the public attention it 
attracted must have contributed substantially to this popularity.

JUN '
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Wilson, Van Pelt, Helen and Bell, Leonie. The Fragrant Year, New York: M. Barrows 
& Company Inc., 1967, p. 73.



O
Q

.CM
AR.O

!-o 5 
3

ui 
v/>

•g «
£
 

0lil 

qo 
g

S3 
E

^
OU)

et
LIL.A

C
 

N
uR

.SE.feY

O
 

^
3T 

0
oL 

^>

15U
.

R
H

ooooci40R
£>ftfs

0
0

^5t

W
.N

O
M

.U
.

D
AH

LIA
£JDN.

SM
EO

P
uz.z.u.e. 
Tfe.ec

LII.A.<SS
BO

R
.O

E.R
. 

P
LA

M
T

S
, ETC

.

<J5: o

O
A

R
.H

LILA
C

. 
&

O
R

.O
G

R
.

LILAC
.

yCD

Pine

"2 oHI 
V)
O

 
tf

P
A

U
I_O

W
N

!IA
 TR

.EE 
8>ox

K
O

LU
Y

U
>isT£R

(A
 

AR.BO
R.

VI 
u

o 
»- 

tft 
Q

u) 
°

o 
3

8 
S

P
I.A

M
T.&

S
K

E
TC

H
 M

A
P

 
O

F

A
C

R
E

3


