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ARH TECTURAL S AN FI CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The Normal School Historic District consists of agroup of ten buildings lining

both sides of Church Street i nthe south endof the city. All were constructed

at the close of thel9th century andtogether formavisually cohesive unit of
well-*tailed late Victorian buildings. Qnthe west side of the roadare

Murdock Hal | andthe Principal's House, twobuildings that were built aspart of the
North Adans State Nornmal School, nowCol | ege. Farther south i s agroup of three

| arge houses, twoi nthe Queen Anne style and onethat is Colonial Revival i n

Its design anddetailing. Qnthe east side of Church Street, sited onthe slope

of ahill overlookingthe road, i sarowof five |arge hones. These buildings

are also i nthe Queen Anne or Col oni al Revival styles. ,

The focal |ooi nts of t*he district are the twobuildings of North Adans State Col | ege.
Mirdock Hal | introduced Renai ssance Revival design to North Adans. Its classical

details andsyrnnetrical conpositionwere i nmarked contrast tothe still locally

popul ar Queen Anne and Ronanesque styles. Particularly distinctive (see continuation sheel
HSTARCAL S QN FICANCE of area. (Bcplaindevel opnent of area, what caused it,

and howit affected comunity; be specific).

The Normal School Historic District represents an historically inportant decade
inthecity's history. Includedinthe district arethe tworemaining original
buil dings of the State Normal School, now known as North Adans State Col | ege, and
a group of stylish residences built at the sane time. These buildingsare

part of the general devel opnent of the North Adans south side.

In 1894, the Massachusetts legislature decided t o build four Normal Schools for
the purpose of training teachers for the public schools. North Adans was
chosen as one of the sites because it was a connercial andindustrial center

of the Berkshires, and because the city agreed t ocontribute the |andand
provide other support. Thetraining of teachers for the public schoolswas
especially inportant for North Adans i nthe 1890s, asthe city was grow ng at
arapid rate. The South Church Street School (replacedin 1939 by Mark Hopki ns
School ) was tised f or on-the-job training.

Mirdock Hal | andthe Principal's House were begun i n 1896 andfinished in the
following year. At that time, the North Adans State Normal School opened with
four teachers and 32 students. Athird building, Taconic Hall, wasbuilti n

1903 asadormtory. Located south of the President's House, it hassince
been denolished. "1n 1932, the school's nane was changed to the North Adans .-
State Teacher's College, andin 1960, it becane the State College at North Adans.

Since that time, the college has enbarked on an extensive programof expansion
in which agreat many newbuil dings were constructed south andwest of the

BLI GRePHY and/ or PEFERSUEE  ksee Continuation sheet)

Paper written by Anne Terryberry, 4/1/81, inthe NASCLibrary .- e *j

H G Rowe, North Adans andVicinity, No. Adans, 1898

City Directories for 1890, 1893, 1898, 1903, North Adans, Mass.

Geo. F. Baxber, Anerican Cottage Souvenir Nb. 2, reprinted Vi?attkins Gen, Ny, 1982
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| \VENTCRY FCRV CONTI NUATI ON' SHEET Qormani ty: Forn No

MASSACHEBETTS H STCR CAL CCTI ASSI ON North Adans E
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: North Adans gi f*ori*al

Axerercrtundal™ A fnrifflam”; 282 yil Bl g I s being continued bel ow.

is the central pavilion of the eastel evation. lonic pilasters carry a pedinent

that enframes three Florentine windows |ighting an interior staircase. The use of
yellowbrick and light-colored stone triminthis design denonstrates the sophistica-
tion of the architect, H Neil WIlson of Pittsfield.

The second col | ege building, the Principal's House, enploys the sane yellow brick

but i s fashioned i na Classical Revival style. [Its nonunmental col umed portico, with shallow
fan inafull enframed, heavily dentilated pediment, faces northtoward the city

center. The Principal's House was al so the work of Wlson, aregionally inportant ~,
architect who al so designed the Hoosac Savings Bank and the Unitarian-Universalist (

Church inNorth Adans (bothbuilt in 1893 and both part of the MonmiMent Square

Historic District.)

Several private residences inthe district arefine exanples of the Col oni al Revival

style, also newto North Adans, The Ashe House, 418 Church Street (1897 # 21), .

is anmassive building distinctive for its oversized classical details, including ,
a broad front facade with elliphcal entrance porch, palladian window, and, in the

attic peak, an oval cameo wi ndow Farther northisthe R chnond House, 376 Church

Street;”, (1892, #19), anore carefully proportioned Col oni al Revival-style building

with a cross-ganbrel roof and second-story bal cony.

During the sane decade, the Queen Anne style continued t o be popular in North Adans.
Per haps the nost iinusual exanple inthe city i sthe Hawkins House, 413 Church Street
(ca. 1897, #45). The plans for this house were obtained fron the nationally known

mai | -order firmof George F. Barber, Knoxville, Tennessee. The multiple porches

with elaborately tiirned woodwork are one of the liveliest displays of Queen Anne
styling inNorth Adans. More tjipical of North Adans architecture i sthe Mllard House
392 Church Street, (1890, #20). This house has a | arge veranda, which waps around
two sides of the building, anda largerotmd corner tower. The property also

includes anultigabled carriage barn.

Historical Significance, contintted

original school. Mirdock Hall isstill aclassroon building, andthe Principal's
House i s now the President's House.

The residential neighborhood inthis portion of the city devel oped at the sane tine

as the school, beconing a popular location for hones for North Adans' grow ng

popul ation of weal thy nerchants, nen who had profited fron the city's prosperity.

The area was sonewhat ronoved fron the city's central business district, andits

| ocati on ononeof North Adans' hills madeit apicturesque site for the assenbl age of
| arge residences built there. For exanple, N L. Mllard, head of M lard shoe ,
conpany, and Newton @ eason, coowner of a ggfocery firm, bui l't Queen Anne-style

henes at 392 and 404 Church Street inthe early 1890s, while T. W R chnond, coal

deal er, erected a Col oni al Revival-style residence nearby at 377 Church Street at

the sane time. At atime when little other construction was occuring elsewhere

inthe city, the Normal School area was North Adans' fastest grow ng" neighborhood.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



| NVENTORY FCRM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Communi t y: For mNb:
MASSACHBETTS H STCRCAL aV'SSI ON Nort h Adans E
O fice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: /° ™A
Historic District

I ndi cate each item on inventory formv”ich i s being continued bel ow.
Criteria for Evaluation A .

The Normal School Historic District, which includes a cohesive grouping of intact,
late 19th centiiry revival-style donestic andinstitutional architecture, retains
integrity of setting, design, location, materials, feeling, and workmanship. | t

hol ds associ ati onsasanei ghborhood that evolved at the apex of North Adans' industrial
devel opnent, andits inhabitants profited directly fron the city's prosperity. The
district thus fulfills Criteria A.andCof the National Register of Historic Places.

Verbal Boundary Description andJustification ", oo A

See attached sketch map. The boiands of the Normal School Historic District were
drawn to includethe two intact original structures of the State Normal School as
wel | as ei ght contenporaneous residences inthe inmediate vicinity on Church Street
that also retain integrity. All are finely detailed exanples of late Victorian
architectinral styles. Excluded are nmore recent buildings of the State Normal School
(now North Adans State Cbllege) andother turn-of-the-century residences that

have undergone alterations.

Specifically, beginning at the southwest comer of the intersection of Church Street
and Bl ackinton Street, andtraveling south along the eastern side of CGiurch Street

to the northern |l ot line of 376 Church Street; thence traveling east to the rear

lot line of 376 Church Street andturning at aright angle andtraveling along the *
rear | ot lines of the eastem side of Church Street fron 376 Church Street t o

418 Church Street; thence traveling along the southem| ot [ine of 418 Church Street
and crossing over to the western curb line of 419to 427 Church Street; thence
traveling along the southem (side) | ot line of 427 Qurch Street, turning at a

right angle andfollowing the rear | ot lines of 427to 413 Chiirch Street; thence
following the northem (side) line of 413 Church Street to the western curb line of"
Church Street andfollowing the western curb line to the southem | ot lineof

375 Church Street; thence following the southern | ot line of 375 Church Street, tum ng
at aright angle to followthe rear of Mirdock Hall on Chin"ch Street; thence turning
at aright angle at the northem | ot [ine of Mirdock Hall; thence traveling ina
northeasterly direction toBlackinton St. andfollowing the southemcurblinet o

the intersection of Church Street and Bl ackinton Street.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness A

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CDjustification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context .

¢ relationship of integrity to significance > oo
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9. Major Bihiiographicai References
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Quadrangle name
UTM References
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The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
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title date

13. Other

e Maps
¢ Photographs
e other

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to.
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Normal School Historic District
Area E

North Adams MRA

North Adams, Mass.

Scale: 1" =200’

August 198!

NOIE Boundary of properties#6and 7 i s drawn
acxoss North Mans State College land and i s
not a prcperty line.



