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Irv:.nHall is é“i-'ec'tangular' twb;story'réa brick building with

aced ,abpve e@ch docr and

a gable roof,.. Flat. m"intels;" are pl
mﬁ%'?lasters are loca'bed bet

~ dows on the same two sides is & strip of patterned bmckwork.
ether two s:Ldes are plaln except for the opening On bfath the

S areas between the mndows. On' the eastf end ‘of* the buil 1ng sits
a large, square, flat-topped wooden bell ‘tower, which' Q-painted
white to match thettrim on the rest of the building. = ‘
~ The interior of Irvin Hsll has been completely remodeled 3
llkewise the south entrance has been modernlzed. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Irvin Ha.ll was the fing‘“ permanent struebure of Highland
University, whose charter was granted by the Kansas Territorial
‘ stature and approved. by7the acting tepritorial governor,
Jemes W. Denver, on Febrpery 9, 1858. Construetion of this
‘building began in 1858 the first story was completed for
the fall term of 1859 he secgi_gusjgry, which 1nc1uded t
' chapel, was added later, \/e

The Highl d Presbytery operated the school until 1866
when the Presbyterian Synod of Kansas assified” “‘b‘h‘e"ré’é}aﬁnsibility.,
The Synod cut off all relations with the school in 1882, re- '

’ 'adopted it in“ 1995, and f"nall"f ; “,eminaj;ed all ¢ onrt in 1913. :

cdin _9;0.\dropped the upper twe years a.nd became o junier college. ‘
_Accredited by the state in 1922 it became a public tex-supported
: junior ‘college in 1937. 'In 1959 it ‘was designated a county :
Junior college by the state legis] ature, the first to be s
establlshed in Kansas, :

‘Irvin Hall honors the name of the Rev. Samuel M, Irvin
founder and nany years missiona.ry at_the nearby Iowa, Sae
and_Fox Presbyterian Mission, Irvin was also one of the . -

- founders of Highland University, and after the mission's ‘closing,
he devoted’ the remaining years of his life to the interest of
the school, T~ o
“Irvin Hall" possesses “both archltectural and historical sig-
nificance, A two-story »€d brick building, it is an excellent
_example of the Plains Vernacular style, "Known today as High-
land Community Juniar{%nege, it is presently the oj_l_d;e;sfg__i,g-
stitution of higher“learning in Kansas, having gperated c
tigggg,glagince its chsrteéring, Irvin Hall Felfhu 5-'? & o3dest
- building in the state still used for hlghe edu A& Ing
~ served that purpose since 1859, -
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