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1. Name

historic Garland's Block (cavl8&3-1915); Ryan Building (1915-1923)

and/or common  Garbose Building (preferred)

2. Location

sreet & number 3 Pleasant Street -(,also-2—1" Parfcer™*lrreet) N/A  not for publication
city, town Gardner AfA vicinity of Il rtintiiH*
state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 077
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) A private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both worit in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A in process y yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
- no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Square Ore nnvmrnwri DPVPlopTnent Cerp"™A<T"n

sreet & number 266 Central Street
city, town Gardner RIA. vicinity of gae Massachusetts 01440

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds
street & number 2 Main Street
city, town Worcester date Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic

M}e Aggoic, nt f-hP mTTTnnm " fh /'~ g property been determined eligible? yes ~ 1o
date federal X state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Comm sSion

294 Washington Street
city, town Boston gsate M assachusetts 02108



Garbose Building, Pleasant & Parker Streets, Gardner
7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
X good ruins X  altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

The Garbose Building stands at t hesouthwest corner of Parker and Pleasant Streets at the
center of Gardner's commercial district. Wth theexception of it sangled northeast
corner, theBuilding i sbasically rectangulari nplan, coveringvirtually all of its |ot.
The structure i sof wood-frame construction, three stories high. North and aast elevations
are treated as facades and arefaced with redbrick trimed with marble; south and west

el evations areconceal ed by neighboringbuildings and arecovered with sheet asphalt. The
structure i senclosed by a conplex roof consisting of an earlier , slate-covered mansard
(south & west) and a sloping, nearly flat roof (north $ east).

The east elevation i ssymmetrical, except for theplacement of theentry tothe upper
floors. The first storey contains a recessed center bay flanked by two wi der bays, each

of which i sframed by square brick colums that rise froma plinth of dressed graniteto
marble capitals. Resting on thecapitals i sa pressed metal frieze, decorated by a single
rosette above each colum; t hecornice above this frieze has been renmoved. Each of these
first-storey bays was designed tocontain plate glass windows with transoms; all original
storefront fittings have been renoved with theexception of thestorefront entry i n the
sout hernmost bay. At thesecond storey there arefive identical windows. Each consists of
a wide 1/1 sash flanked by two narrow 1/1 sash; thestiles which flank thecenter sash rise
to single brackets decorated as triglyphs. Wndw? openings rest on a continuous nmarble
course which forms their sills; w ndow heads consist of flat arches of tapered bricks with
mar bl e keystones and springers. There arefive windows at thethird storey, each consists
of paired 6/6 sash set beneath a flat-arched head of tapered bricks with a keystone. Each

window i sset i na larger, blind arch consisting of a marble sill, continuous moul ded
springer course, arch with a keystone and infill of headers set i nvarious patterns. Between
each of theouter arches i na circular stone panel. Above thethird storey i sa metal

comi ce surnounted by a brick parapet.

The angled (northeast) elevation i sonly one bay wide and has details identical to those

of theeast elevation except that itsfirst storey storefront has been re-built with nmodern
materials and it sthird storey window i slarger. This window i sseti na blind arch and
consists of paired 6/6 sash surmounted by a 6-pane arched transom  The window i s framed by
a marble surround of pilasters supporting an arched head.

The north elevation i sidentical i ndetail totheeast elevation except that i thas four
bays of equal width at thefirst storey and eight windows at both thesecond and third
stories. Circular stone panels are set between all thethird storey arches. All first
storey storefronts have been rebuilt. The easternnost bay has been rebuilt with alum num
trimmed plate glass and plastic panels, and t he westernmost bay has been rebuilt with a
Colonial revival front of clapboard and an imitation nmansard roof. O thetwo central bays,
the western one appears todate fromthe md or late 1920s and was built for the Garbose
Brothers' Clothing Store. |t has a recessed entry consisting of a panelled door flanked by
arched side lights and a transom with a fanlight. Copper-trinmed display w ndows rest on
polished granite bases and rise up to a conplex series of stucco-covered arches which form
the ceiling of theentry. Inmediately east of this storefront i sanother of similar plan,
al though altered by theaddition of plyT,700d t ow ndow bases, thecovering of itsoriginal
ceiling and t headdition of nodern signs.
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The west elevation faces a narrow alley and is asymmetrical. |t is blank at the first
storey and has four wi ndows (2/2) at the second storey. The third storey is divided in
half with a fully vertical elevation containing one wi ndow, two lights and a flat roof
north of the center. South of the center is a mansard roof with tw gabled dormers,
each containing a single 1/1 w ndow and decorative brackets at the eaves.

The south elevation is attached to a neighboring building at the first storey. At the secori
storey i thas a blank brick wall on itsshallow ell (southeast comer); west of the el |

are eight unevenly spaced windows (mostly 2/2), the center tw of which are tri-partite
with 1/1 sash (added ca. 1915). The third storey is beneath a mansard roof which rests

on a cornice of alternating single and paired brackets. There are seven unevenly spaced
dormers, each having 1/1 sash with an arched upper pane. Dorners are gabled and have bracket
at their eaves. O the back of the shallow el | (itswest elevation) is a single (1/1) w ndow
at the second and third stories.

In itspresent condition, the Garbose Building remains essentially unaltered fromits
extensive reconstruction of ca. 1913-1915, with the exception of itsstorefronts, nost of
whi ch have been rebuilt. Elements of the building's original design of ca. 1883-1885 remain
only in the mansard roof, brackets and sash of the building's rear elevations (south and
east).
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached map. Boundaries arepresently confined t o Garboze Buildinglot. A poten-
tial district for Gardner Center i sunder study by thePlanning Department.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state M/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Candace Jenkins. Registration Director with Brian Pfeiffer, ACT for Massachusetts

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October, 1982
dreet & numter 24 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
City or town Boston state Massachusetts 0210S

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signatun

State Historic
Preservation Offleer,Massachusetts Historical Commisson /MW

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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and/or common Garbose Building MM

2. Location

street & number 3 Pleasant Street -<-also 2- 10 Parker StraetT

city, town Gardner jAIA vicinity of

state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public N occupied agriculture

J1_ bullding(s) private unoccupied X commercial
structure both work in progress educational
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment
object N/A In process y yes: restricted government

being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial
no military

4. Owner of Property

N/A notfor publication

code n?7

museum
park

private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

name Square One nnvmrnwri DP*TPInpTnent Corp"ra<-Tnn
street & number 266 Central Street
city, town Gardner N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 01440
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds
street & numtier 2 Main Street
city, town Worcester state M assachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic
AfANPre, of 1-hp comn.merP.AMhffj'jM ' Nisproperty been determined eligible? yes ~ no
date federal X state county local
depository forsurvey records Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
) 294 Washington Street
city, town Boston stateM assachusetts 02108



Garbose Buil ding, Pleasant & Parker Streets, Gardner
7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
X good ruins X  altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Garbose Building stands at t hesouthwest corner of Parker and Pleasant Streets at the
center of Gardner's comercial district. Wth theexception of it sanglednortheast
corner, theBuilding isbasically rectangulari nplan, coveringvirtually all of its lot.
The structure i s of wood-franme construction, three stories high. North and east elevations
are treated as facades and arefaced with redbrick trimmed with marble; south and west

el evations ar e conceal ed by neighboringbuildings and arecovered with sheet asphalt. The
structure i senclosed by a conplex roof consisting of an earlier , slate-covered nansard
(south & west) and a sloping, nearly flat roof (north & east).

The east elevation i ssymmetrical, except for theplacement of theentry tothe upper
floors. The first storey contains a recessed center bay flanked by two wi der bays, each

of which i sframed by square brick colums that rise froma plinth of dressed graniteto
marble capitals. Resting on thecapitals i sa pressed metal frieze, decorated by a single
rosette above each colum; t hecornice above this frieze has been removed. Each of these
first-storey bays was designed tocontain plate glass windows with transoms; all original
storefront fittings have been renoved with t heexception of thestorefront entry i n the
sout hernmost bay. At thesecond storey there arefive identical windows. Each consists of
a wide 1/1 sash flanked by twonarrow 1/1 sash; thestiles which flank thecenter sash rise
to single brackets decorated as triglyphs. Wndo“? openings rest on a continuous marble
course which fornms their sills; w ndow heads consist of flat arches of tapered bricks with
marbl e keystones and springers. There arefive windows at thethird storey, each consists
of paired 6/6 sash set beneath a flat-arched head of tapered bricks with a keystone. Each

window i sset i na larger, blind arch consisting of a marble sill, continuous noul ded
springer course, arch with a keystone and infill of headers set invarious patterns. Between
each of theouter arches i na circular stone panel. Above thethird storey i sa metal

com ce surnounted by a brick parapet. A

The angled (northeast) elevation i sonly one bay wide and has details identical tothose

of theeast elevation except that itsfirst storey storefront has been re-built with nodern
materials andits third storey window i slarger. This window i sseti nablind arch and
consists of paired 6/6 sash surmounted by a 6-pane arched transom  The window i s franmed by
a marble surround of pilasters supportingan arched head.

The north elevation i sidentical i ndetail totheeast elevation except that it has four
bays of equal width at thefirst storey and eight windows at both thesecond and third
stories. Circular stone panels are set between all thethird storey arches. Al |l first
storey storefronts have been rebuilt. The easternmost bay has been rebuilt with alum num
trimmed plate glass and plastic panels, and the westernmst bay has been rebuilt with a

Col onial revival front of clapboard and an imtation mansard roof. O thetwo central bays,
the western one appears todate fromthe mdor late 1920s and was built for t heGarbose
Brothers' Clothing Store. |t has a recessed entry consisting of a panelled door flanked by
arched side lights and a transomwith a fanlight. Copper-trimred display w ndows rest on
polished granite bases and rise up toa conplex series of stucco-covered arches which form
the ceiling of theentry. Immediately east of this storefront i sanother of simlar plan,
al though altered by theaddition of plywod t ow ndow bases, thecovering of i tsoriginal
ceiling and the addition of nodern signs.

(Conti nued)
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The west elevation faces anarrow alley and i sasymetrical. It ishblank at the first
storey and has four windows (2/2) at thesecond storey. Thethird storey i sdividedi n
half with afully vertical elevation containing one wi ndow, two |ights and a flat roof
north of thecenter. South of thecenter i sa nmansard roof with two gabled dorners,
each containing asingle 1/1 window and decorative brackets at t he eaves.

The south elevation i sattached toa neighboring building at thefirst storey. At thesecond
storey it has ablank brick wall onitsshallow el |l (southeast corner); west of the ell

are eight unevenly spaced windows (mostly 2/2) , thecenter two of which are tri-partite

with 1/1 sash (added ca. 1915). Thethird storey is beneath a mansard roof which rests

on acornice of alternating single and paired brackets. There are seven unevenly spaced
dormers, each having 1/1 sash with anarched upper pane. Dormers are gabled and have bracket
at their eaves. Onthe back of theshallow el | (its west elevation) i sasingle (1/1) w ndow
at thesecond and third stories.

In its present condition, the Garbose Building remains essentially unaltered fromits
extensive reconstruction of ca. 1913-1915, with t heexception of itsstorefronts, nost of
whi ch have been rebuilt. Elements of the building's original design of ca. 1883-1885 renmin
only i nthemansard roof, brackets and sash of thebuilding's rear elevations (south and
east).



Garbose Building, Pleasant & Parker Streets, Gardner
8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Clieck and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture . education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications . Industry politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates ca. 1883-1885; ca. Builder/Architect unknown
1913-1915

Statement of Significance (in one paragrapfi)

The Garbose Building possesses integrity of its 1913-1915 design, materials, setting and
location at the center of Gardner's main commercial district, formerly known as West
Gardner. The building also possesses associations with the area's initial commercial
development during the 1870s-1880s and retains portions of one of the area's oldest re-
maining commercial blocks. As a good local example of the Classical Revival style, the
Garbose Building meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

As originally built between 1883 and 1885, the Garbose Building (then known as Garland's
Building) was a three-storey, wood-frame block of Second Empire style design. The building
was trimmed with quoins, a bracketed cornice, a mansard roof with gabled dormers and a veranda
along its Parker Street elevation (north). The east elevation contained a projecting central
pavilion from which a tower rose five stories to a belfry and high hip roof. Occupying a
prominent comer |ot at the area's busiest intersection, the original Garbose (Gkrland)
Building was one of several large wood-frame commercial blocks built in West Gardner during
the late 1870s and 1880s when the nearby expansion of fumiture factories began to make

West Gardner a desirable commercial location; of the other commercial blocks built during
this period, only one other severely altered example remains. Characteristic of commercial
architecture of its period, the building's interior originally contained four storefronts

at the first storey, offices arranged around a wide central hall at the second storey and

a meeting hall with anterooms at the third storey. Upon completion, the comer storefront
was occupied by Dr. Guy W. Garland, a local pharmacist for whom the block had been con-
structed. Other early tenants are largely unknown, with the exception of the Ancient Order

of United Workmen, a fraternal life insurance society which rented the meeting hall. Although
extensively altered during the early twentieth century when many of the area's early com-
mercial buildings were replaced by new brick blocks, the Garbose (Garland) Building pre-
serves elements of its original design which serve as rare reminders of West Gardner's

initial commercial development.

Following Dr. Garland's retirement in 1907, the block was sold to the Ryan Brothers who had
been active developers of commercial buildings in West Gardner since the 1890s. Under its
new ownership, the building continued to be occupied by stores and offices and was known
as Garland's Building until 1915, when it was re-named the Ryan Building; it is likely
that this change of name was accompanied by the re-building of the original block to its
present appearance. In no case did this renovation take place later than 1921 when
photographs show the Garbose Building as it now appears. At the time of the renovation,
the tower and veranda were removed, the east elevation was extended uniformly to the
property line and a one-storey addition was built on the South elevation. Both the north
and east elevations were rebuilt in the up-to-date Colonial Revival style. The new
facades were constructed of brick trimmed with white marble courses and ornate pressed-
metal cornices. Second storey windows were framed with brackets and enclosed by flat
arches of tapered bricks, marble springers and marble keystones. Similarly, third-storey
windowshad flat-arch heads with marble keystones; however, these windows were also set in
blind arches filled with decorative brick work. Nearly all of the building's trim remains

(Continued)
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Verbal boundary description and justification The building occupies Assessor's Map 0-24,Parcel #1.

Se attached map. Boundaries are presently confined to Garboze Building lot. A poten-
tial district for Gardner Center is under study by the Planning Department.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Candace Jenkins. Registration Director with Brian Pfeiffer, ACT for Massachusetts

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October , 1982
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signatun
, State Historic
title Preservation Offl eer, Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is Included In the National Register

EntareSfafla date
flatibttal Heglstejf

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date I
Chief of Registration
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intact, serving as one of Gardner's best exanples of theColonial Revival style.

In 1923-1924, thebuilding was purchased bv two of its tenants, Abe and Samuel Garbose»

who had operated a clothing store i nthebuilding (#8Parker Street) since 1920-1921.

It i slikely thit the storefront,//8 Parker Street,was renodeled soon after this purchase;
consisting of a recessed, vaulted entry framed by polished granite panels, copper-trimmed
plate glass windows and an ornate Colonial Revival style doorway, this storefront i s the
best exanple of its type i nGardner. After 1928, thebuilding was listed i nlocal directories

as theliggett

Buil ding,

al though it i smost conmonly known as t he Garbose Buil ding.
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RQ BOX 1000 GARDNER NMASSACHUSETTS 01440

January 3, 1993

Ms. Candace Jenkins

Registration Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
29i| Washington Street

Boston, Mass. 02108

Dear Ms. Jenkins:

| understand t heprovisions of the National Register of
Historic Places andhereby consent, on behalf of Square-One
Downt own Devel opnent Corp., t o thenomnation of the Garbose
Building i n Gardner, Mass,

Siafcer”ry,
/

Stanley, Pres. //
Square-One Downtown Development Corp,



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[TETTT Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 4, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nation forms:

Acton - Acton Center Historic District (local)
Cheshire - Hall's Tavern (local)
Essex - David Burnham House (national)
Fram ngham - Concord Square Historic District (local)
Fram ngham - Paul GO bbs House (local)

, _"J?ardner - Garbose Building (local)
Hopki nton - Hopkinton SupEIy Go. Building (local)
Mar | borough - Tenple Bl oc local
Mar | borough - Warren Block (local
North Adans - Chjf”h Street Historic District (local)
Weynmout h - Fogg Building (local)
W nchester - Philemon Wight - Asa Locke Farm (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting and were afforded theopnortunity to

comment. Comments received to date are attached to t henom na-

tion forns.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenki ns St <iisw

Regi strationD rector ar » eoc™' 1

iri yAULLL .l:

Gk | N ¢e0



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

March 16, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Depart:ment of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shull,
Encl osed you will find thefollowing nom nation forms:

Hanpden: Thornton W Burgess House (national)

Foxboro: Memorial Hall (local)
Grange Hall (local)
Josiah Pratt House (local)

*Jaso enclosed i sthe Garbose Building i nGardner, which was
returned tous fora property map.

All have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting and were afforded t heopportunityto
comment. Comments received t odate are attached tothe nom nation
forms.

Sincerely,
Candace/ Jenki ns

Registract™n Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

CJ :nmal
Encl osures



