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1. Name

historic The Narrows x PI antati on House

and or common Same

2. Location

street & number off Hwy, 717 on south shore of Lake Arthur N/A not for publication

city, town Lake Arthur %_ vicinity of

state LA code 22 Vermilion code VI'3'

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
X building(s) X private 

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object N/A m process

N/A being considered

Status
X occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted

._ yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

X private residence 
religious
scientific
transportation
Other:

4. Owner of Property

name See Continuation Sheet

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Vermilion Parish Courthouse

street & number State Street (.no specific address) P. 0, Box 790

city, town Abbeville state LA 70510

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes no

date 1984 federal X state county local

depository for survey records LA State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state



7. Description

Condition
excellent

X good
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
^ original site

moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Narrows Plantation House was built in the 183Qs and completely remodeled 
between 1910 and 1912, It is now a one-and-a-half story galleried house in the 
Arts and Crafts style. It occupies an open prairie setting in extreme western 
Vermilion Parish and has received only minor alterations since the 1910-12 
remodeling.

The 1910-12 remodeling was so extensive that it is difficult to tell much 
about the original house. Presumably it was about the same shape and size as 
the present structure, It appears to have had a central hall with two rooms 
each side and a front gallery overlooking Lake Arthur, Heavy hewn and pit sawn 
timbers can still be seen under the floorboards, and some of the original 
bousillage walls survive.

But virtually the entire visual character of the present house was determined 
by the 1910-12 renovation. As it stands the Narrows is an enormous cottage with 
a gablet ended roof and-galleries on three sides, The galleries are set under 
a continuous false gallery type extended roof, which lends additional complexity 
to the roofline. The attic rooms are lit by massive pent dormers which run 
nearly the length of the house. Exterior detailing is plain with simple square 
gallery posts and drop siding.

The Narrows' significance rests upon its Arts and Crafts interiors. The 
ground story consists of a large living room and a large dining room with a stair 
hall between. There is also a plantation office "shoehorned" under the principal 
landing of the staircase. In renovating the interiors, the designer made every 
effort to eliminate as much wall surface as possible and create an open floor 
plan. But this was not done in a haphazard way as it might have been under the 
Queen Anne Revival. The space was opened and articulated in a very axial and 
controlled way which reflects the influence of the Beaux Arts, One enters on 
axis with the staircase in the center of the main front, A secondary axial 
space unites the stair hall, the living room and the dining room through openwork 
piers and beams. This is linked with a third axis which runs through an alcove 
and the dining room. Spaces are further united by opening the walls above the 
wainscot and by the extensive use of balustrade screens. In addition, the eye is 
carried from room to room by the pattern of the double frame beam ceilings which 
extends throughout the ground story almost uninterrupted.

The staircase is complex and boldly three dimensional, employing four runs 
of steps and four landings merely to ascend one story, It also makes extensive 
use of plain square balusters and heavy paneled newel posts,

All interior woodwork is of varnished cypress. Most of the walls feature 
a high paneled wainscot which, together with the other woodwork, gives an effect 
which is both Japanese and vaguely medieval. The living room and dining room 
terminate in projecting bays with window seats, The housed single fireplace 
features a Craftsman-looking battered brick mantel, The second story has four 
bedrooms with more or less conventional turn-of-the-century details,

Since the 1910-12 renovation the following changes have been made in the 
house:

CONTINUED



8. Significance

Period
__ prehistoric 

1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699

__ 1700-1799 
1800-1899

X 1900-

Areas of Significance — Check
__ archeology-prehistoric 

archeology-historic
agriculture

_X__ architecture
__ art ..__ 

commerce
communications

and justify below
community planning 
conservation
economics
education
engineering 
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

__ landscape architecture^, 
law
literature
military

__ music 
philosophy
politics/government

___ religion 
science
sculpture

... social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates -| g-j Q i 2 BuilderArchitect 1910-12 remodeling: John Macdonell

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C (Builder)

The Narrows is of local significance in the area of architecture because 
its interiors constitute an important example of the early twentieth century Arts 
and Crafts influence within the context of southern Louisiana.

In a very general sense the thousands upon thousands of bungalows in the 
region reflect the influence of the Arts and Crafts movement. But these houses 
are merely pale and diluted examples of the taste. High style, convincing 
examples of the movement are very rare, Most bungalows in southern Louisiana have plain 
interiors wfth perhaps a brick mantel or a few oak. cabinets, Many have Mission 
or Colonial Revival interiors, By contrast, the interiors at the Narrows feature 
paneled watnscotting, double framed ceilings, balustrade screens, and a very 
elaborately articulated staircase, These features set the Narrows interiors among 
the top few examples in the region. Moreover, in one sense the Narrows is superior 
to them all. None of the comparable examples known to the State Historic Preservation 
Office have the degree of openness and spatial complexity found at the Narrows. 
This single aspect places the Narrows in the vanguard of open planning as it 
was developing in the early twentieth century,



9. Major Bibliographical References
Vermtlion Parish Conveyance Records

10. Geographical Data
9.861 acresAcreage of nominated property 
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Boundary lines follow the property lines of the lot on which the house stands. See 
enclosed property plat map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By ASSISTED BY M, E. MACDONELL

name/title
National Register Staff
Division of Historic Preservattofl-

organization State of Louisiana date January 1985

street & number P. 0. Box 44247 telephone [504) 922-0358

city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this properly within the state is: 

__ national __ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
Robert B. DeBlieux 

title State Historic Preservation Officer date March 29., 1985

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

of the National Register
date

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

o - 419-311
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Owners:

M. E. Macdonell 
P. 0. Box 51707 
Lafayette, LA 70505

(318) 233-2378 (office)

R. A. Macdonell 
2677 Nicholson Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

(504) 344-3398 (office)
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7. Description (cont'd)

1. The old kitchen, which was connected to the west side of the house by a 
short gallery, has been reworked, Also, the gallery has been enclosed 
for a dining area,

2. A second story sleeping porch (east side) has been enclosed for a bathroom,

These changes have not affected the first story interiors, which are the 
source of the house's significance.

Outbuildings

Near the house are two dependencies, one of which has a large carport addition, 
Both appear to be contemporaneous with the period of significance for the house, 

and hence are listed as contributing elements. There are also two relatively 
modern metal sided sheds. These are listed as noncontributing elements.
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