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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story, front gable frame building was erected in 1860, by the local 0dd
Fellows chapter. A few years later, an addition was made to the south end,
lengthening the building by about 12 feet. There is a solid stone foundation
under the original three-quarters of the building, while the rear is supported
on short stone ''piers'. The standing-seam metal roof has a brick chimney at

the southwest corner.

The main elevation (approx. 20' across) features a triangular pediment with
louvred fnalight in the tympanum, and corner pilasters. The central entrance
has two doors and is flanked by single 2/2 double hung sash windows. There
are two 9/6 d.h.s. windows at second floor level, between which is the Masonic
emblem. - ‘ : ‘ ‘ - o ‘ o o '

The west side has two windows on the first floor. On the east side, toward the rear,
are three doors, each opening into a separate room. The rear elevation features
partially returned cornices and a louvred fanlight, two second-floor windows

and a single window on the first floor.

The first floor contains one large room (the dimensions of the original building)
used as the public library and community center for many years. |t has plaster
walls (now panelled)and a dropped ceiling. At the southeast corner of this

room is a small vestibule, opening onto the staircase to the second floor, and

a small room occupying the rfear of the building.

Three-fourths of the upper floor forms the lodge hall, which features a coved
plaster ceiling. A platform, about 8' high and 3' wide, runs-around three sides
of the room, and is furnished with chairs from which lodge members viewed cere-
monial proceedings in the center. The rear portion of this floor contains the
staircase and two small rooms.

The lodge hall is located on the south side of the town square, with residential
area to the west and commercial structures to the east. On the west side of
the square is the former Congregational Church, built in 1866 (NRHP 27March1977).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1.0.0.F. Hall at Garnavillo is a very nice example of Greek Revival

architecture, a style which is relatively uncommon in lowa.

(towa settlement

began at the height of the Greek Revival's popularity, but most of the state's
remaining architecture expresses later 19th and 20th century styles.) Principal
features of the hall are the triangular pediment and corner pilasters of the

main facade.

The building is also noteworthy as a very early fraternal hall,

and the lodge room on the second floor appears to have retained much of its
original character, thus contributing substantially to the building's significance.

The 1.0.0.F. lodge at Garnavillo was first organized in 1850.

It was reorganized

in 1860, apparently for the purpose of erecting a meeting hall for the organ-

ization's own use and for that of the community at large.

The first floor housed

the Garnavillo Union library, and was the site of numerous community gatherings.
The 100F members met in the upper, ceremonial room, which as was (and is)
typical of many fraternal organizations, was never open to the public.” In

1936 the local Masonic order purchased the building (the 0dd Fellows having

disbanded).
Fellows, but otherwise left the lodge room intact.

The Masons substituted their own emblems for those of the 0dd
The Garnavillo Historical

Society purchased the building in 1976, and will maintain it as a museum.
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LODGE HALL
Garnavillo, Ia.

Built in 1860 by the Oddfellows, later owned and used by Masons.

Outside
Measurementts

20%4' x 48%

Bookecease

Front

|

| Lower Floor |

Ceiling deight - 8% - 4™
Walls - Paneling.
Ceiling - Celotex blocks.
Floor - Wood flooring.
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On Center St.
Lot 8, Blk. 12
Facing the City

Square.
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Outside
Measuren ents
203 'x 48%r.

LODGE

Garnavillo,

HALL

Ia.

5'
Platform Platform
Front
| Upper Floor|
Ceiling height 9°'
Walls - Lath & Plaster
Ceiling - " "
Floor - Wood & Carpet.
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The platforms slong
each gide are lined
with chairs, this is
where the members
sat.

The officials were
seated on the front
platform.
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