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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The church was constructed during the nineteenth century,

(1878) a period in history when architectural edifices were
marked by the battle of European styles. i.e. Classic, Gothic,
and Renaissance. Eclecticism, as the battle of styles came to b
called, characterizes the style of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church.

The simple rectangular plan with the geometrically ymmetrical
openings, including doors and windows, bell tower and massive
steps is indicative of the late English Renaissance. Contrary
to the basic building form, the low gable roof with its
decorative triangular pediment hung from the front edge of the
roof line and extending across the front face of the building
to its extremities is Classic in design. The use of keystones
above the windows is another reflection of Classicism. Large
narrow window openings, pointed arches and inlaid glass are
typical Gothic characteristics.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dr. Martin Luther King is most easily remembered for his
leadership of the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA) and
later, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. The
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church was closely involved with Dr, Kingls
activities and those of the MIA. ‘

Dr. King came to the capital city of Alabama in 1954, He
had been "called" to the pastorate of the Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church. The Dexter Congregation numbered about 600 members and
it included most of the black intellectuals of the community--
especially those associated with Alabama State College.

In December of 1955, Mrs. Rosa Parks refused to give up
her seat to a white passenger and move to the back of one of
the Montgomery city buses. She was summarily arrested. The
anger of the black community and their determination "not to
let this pass" was so strong that an organization was formed
to fight bus segregation. Black community leaders and hundreds
of others crowded into the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church for an
important meeting. E.D. Nixon, a labor leader, was most active
in calling together the city's black civic leaders and initiat-
ing the subsequent bus boycott. Reverend Ralph David Abernathy
named the organization the Montgomery Improvement Association
and nominated Dr. King as its president.

As president of the MIA, Dr. King was responsible for
organizing the black community in support of the boycott.
He held mass meetings, many of them in the Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church, to encourage blacks to resist riding the
buses and arranged voluntary motor pools that almost
immediately became more efficient than the bus system of
the city. Whites were outraged at this evidence of a
unified black power force and reacted violently against it.
The Montgomery Mayor and his subordinates publicly joined
the White Citizens Council. Dr. Kinds home was bombed. Many
black boycotters lost their jobs in reprisal for their stand.
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Finally the frustrated local authorities found an old
city ordinance of the 1920s that prohibited the boycotting
of a business that resulted in diminishing or destroying that
business' income. Despite Dr. King's arrest and continued
harassment by whites, blacks continued their boycott for
381 days. The boycott ended December 21, 1956 with a Supreme
Court decision that held bus segregation illegal.

It has often been said that Dr. King's success as a
black leader in the south was the result of his ability to
fuse with mass movements and direct confrontation of unjust
authority, the link which had sustained the black man since
slavery--the black church. Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
provided one such link.
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